Islamist MP calls for multi-party 
system In Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — A Sudanese member of par- 
liament has called for the gradual creation of a multi- 
party political system based on Isl am i f. concepts of 
freedom, justice and equality. In an interview in the A1 
Rai AI Akher (alternative opinion) daily newspaper, 
Islamist Deputy Amin Banani said such system could 
be reached through “phases and programmes that we. 
as Sudanese, agree upon.” Mr. Banani, deputy chair- 
man of the legal committee in the national assembly 
called for the formation of a broad-based political 
front of all political hues “as a step for creatine polit- 
ical groups.” 
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Prime minister arrives in Tunis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Wednesday arrived in Tunis on a four-day offi- 
cial visit during which be is scheduled to meet 
Tunisian President Zinc A1 Abidine Ben Ali and will 
hold talks with his Tunisian counterpart Hamed 
Qarawi. Upon his arrival. Dr. Majali described Jor- 
danian-Tunisian relations as very strong and further 
stated that the two countries will discuss a range of 
topics which include inter- Arab relations and the Mid- 
dle East peace process. The premier is accompanied 
by Minister of Transport and Telecommunications 
Bassam Saket, Minister of Culture and Youth Qasem 
Abu Ain and Minister of Tourism Akel BiJtaji. Dr. 
Majali was seen off by HRH Prince Faisal Ben AI 
Hussein and many ministers and officials. 
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Hizbollab attacks 
Israeli position in 
south Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
The pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah militia launched a 
dawn attack Wednesday 
against an Israeli position 
in the buffer zone it occu- 
pies in southern Lebanon, 
security sources said. No 
casualties were immedi- 
ately reported from the 
attack at Sojud on the 
edge of the central sector 
of Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone.” The Shi- 
ite Muslim HizboIJah said 
in a statement issued in 
Beirut its militia had fired 
machine guns and shells 
on a “Zionist forces posi- 
tion, inflicting losses.” 
Hizbollah also reported a 
clash between fighters 
from its armed wing, the 
Islamic resistance, and an 
Israeli patrol in the region 
of Jebel Rafii. outside the 
occupied .zone, causing 
“casualties among Israeli 
ranks.” Israeli artillery 
responded by bombarding 
hills around the Hizbollah 
stronghold of Iqlim AI 
Tuffah with around 30 
shells while helicopters 
flew overhead, Lebanese 
police said, without say- 
ing if there were any 
casualties. 

Kurd rebels kill 3 
soldiers in Turk oil 
well attack 

DIYARBAKIR (Rj — 
Kurdish separatist guer- 
rillas have killed three 
soldiers and wounded two 
in an attack on an oil well 
installation in eastern 
Turkey, security officials 
said Wednesday. The Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels attacked the oil 
well, belonging to the 
state-owned TPAO Oil 
Company, Tuesday night 
in the eastern province of 
Batman, an official told 
Reuters. No rebel casual- 
ties were reported. The 
fighting took place as 
Turkish troops pressed on 
with a cross-border oper- 
ation against guerrilla 
positions in northern Iraq, 
from where the PKK 
launches attacks into 
southeastern Turkey. 
More than 24,000 people 
have died in 12 years of 
conflict between troops 
and the PKK, fighting for 
self rule in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast. 

U.S. and Kuwaiti 
troops start desert 
exercises 

KUWAIT < AP> — About 
1,300 U.S. soldiers have 
iegun more than two 
□onths of desert military ! 
xercises with Kuwait's | 
‘ rmed forces, the U.S. 

7 ubassy said Wednesday, 
he exercise, dubbed 
trip sic Action 97-2. is 
med at improving readi- 
ss and enhancing the 
. ility of the two forces 
^ defend Kuwait, the 
abassy said in a state- 
. ini. The exercise, which 
gan Tuesday, is sched- 
4d to end Sept. 9. War 
roes are part of a 10- 
ar defence agreement 
jwait signed with the 
.S. shortly after the 
)91 Gulf war. The U.S. 
layed the leading role in 
victing Iraqi troops from 
Cuwait. U.S. soldiers will 
jse equipment preposi- 
tioned in Kuwait, the 
embassy said. These 
include tanks and other 
weapons sufficient to 
equip an army brigade of 
about 5,000 troops. 


Syrian FM warns of collapse Erekat highlights Israel’s 
in Middle East peace process nuc l ear programme threat 
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LATAKIA (AFP) — Syria's 
foreign minister opened a 
meeting of eight Arab 
nations here on Wednesday 
with harsh criticism of the 
United Stales and Israel for 
letting the peace process 
dwindle. 

"The peace process is per- 
ishing because Israel has 
closed all the doors,” Farouq 
AI Sharaa said on the first 
day of a meeting of foreign 
ministers and ministers of 
state from Egypt, Syria and 
the six Gulf states. 

Mr. Sharaa also expressed 
surprise that the United 
States was "making efforts 
in Turkish-lsraeli marine 
rescue operations and letting 
the peace process drown. - 

Joint Turkish-lsraeli mili- 
tary manoeuvres are due to 
be conducted in the Mediter- 


ranean Sea this summer with 
U.S. participation. 

Mr. Sharaa described the 
military alliance between 
Turkey and Israel as a “defi- 
ant act that has appeared 
while efforts are being made 
to achieve peace” in the 
region. 

"(The presence) of mili- 
tary vessels several miles 
horn Latakia should concern 
us all," Mr. Sharaa added, 
without identifying the 
ships. 

The meeting in Latakia. 
where President Hafez 
Assad has a summer home, 
groups signatories to the 
Damascus Declaration — 
Egypt. Syria, and Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
members Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE). 

The Damascus Declara- 
tion was concluded after the 
1991 Gulf war and calls for 
economic, security and other 
types of cooperation. 
Although it has never been 
implemented, the eight 
members’ foreign ministers 
meet periodically. 

Of the eight, only Egypt 
has signed a peace treaty 
with Israel. Peace talks 
between Israel and Syria 
were put on ice in February' 
last year while Israeli-Pales- 
tinian negotiations have been 
deadlocked since March 
when work began on a Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Sharaa accused Israel 
of “raising tension in the 
region by creating settle- 
ments. increasing threats of 


war and repressing Palestini- 
ans” in the occupied territo- 
ries. 

Besides the deadlocked 
peace process, the diplomats 
are expected to discuss calls 
for an end to economic 
cooperation with Israel, and 
the creation of an Arab com- 
mon market. 

Syria has been waging a 
campaign against the stagin g 
of the fourth economic con- 
ference on the Middle East 
and North Africa scheduled 
for November in the Qatari 
capital, Doha, because Israel 
is to be invited. 

Syria, which believes that 
holding Arab-lsraeli eco- 
nomic meetings is “useless” 
at a time when the peace 
process is frozen, boycotted 
the first three regional eco- 
nomic conferences. 


Netanyahu in trouble over Sharon 
appointment; loses coalition trust 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Badly weakened by rifts in 
his coalition government. 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu sought 
Wednesday to rally support 
by giving a key cabinet post 
to hardline rightwinger Ariel 
Sharon. 

But indications that Mr. 
Netanyahu planned to give 
Mr. Sharon not only the pow- 
erful finance minisier’s job 
but also a seat on the inner 
security cabinet which runs 
peace negotiations with the 
Arabs had the few moderates 
left in government up in 
arms. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai were 
leading the opposition to 
such a promotion, which they 
charge will aggravate the cri- 
sis in the peace process and 
increase Israel's international 
isolation. 

The messy dispute forced 
Mr. Netanyahu to postpone 
the announcement of a cabi- 
net reshuffle, originaiiv 


expected Tuesday, until next 
week, officials said. 

‘The appointments are not 
yet closed.” the spokesman 
Shai Bazak told Israel Radiq. 
“It will be presented to the 
Knesset only at the sum of 
the week. I imagine it will be 
finished in coming days.” 

Mr. Netanyahu' also can- 
celled Wednesday’s weekly 
session of senior ministers, 
apparently to avoid another 
blow-up over Mr. Sharon. 

Mr. Netanyahu has formal- 
ly offered Mr. Sharon, 69. the 
finance portfolio following 
the forced resignation last 
week from the job of Dan 
Meridor. another moderate in 
the prime minister's Likud 
Party. 

But Mr. Sharon made his 
acceptance of the appoint- 
ment conditional on being 
given, alongside Mr. Levy 
and Mr. Mordechai, a direct 
role in negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

"I believe that given the 
worsening political and secu- 
rity situation, I must absolute- 


Iraq dismisses 
U.N. claim of 
putting obstacles 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
official has expressed sur- 
prise at comments by a U.N. 
official who said Baghdad 
had given no sign that it 
would allow U.N. weapons 
teams to inspect all sites. 

A statement by the head of 
the Iraqi Monitoring Direc- 
torate (IMD), carried by 
newspapers on Wednesday, 
responded to remarks by 
Charles Duelfer. deputy 
chairman of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission 

(UNSCOM) in charge of 
eliminating Iraq's prohibited 
weapons. 

“We are astonished at his 
statements in which he 
claimed that Iraq is still not 
setting free the hands of 
U.N. inspectors." said the 
government newspaper AI 
Jumhouriyah. quoting the 
head of the IMD. which is in 
charge of coordination with 
UNSCOM. 

His name was not given by 
the paper. 

Mr. Duelfer said on Tues- 
day after four days of talks 
with officials in Baghdad 
that while Iraq had shown 
readiness to cooperate with 
U.N. weapons inspectors, 
there was no indication it 
would allow them full 
access to all sites. 

“Iraq did not indicate. 


however, that it would com- 
ply with the 

requirements... for an imme- 
diate, unconditional and 
unrestricted access to infor- 
mation. locations and docu- 
ments,” Mr. Duelfer said. 

The IMD head responded: 
“It seems that he ignores 
Iraq's security and sover- 
eignty interests, contradict- 
ing even some of the texts of 
the recent (U.N.) Security 
Council resolution.” 

The council unanimously 
warned Iraq on Saturday it 
would face further sanctions 
if it did not allow U.N. arras 
inspectors to search sensitive 
sites. 

The Iraqi leadership reject- 
ed the resolution, saying it 
was unjustified. 

Rolf Ekeus, UNSCOM's 
chairman, complained to the 
council that Iraq had this 
month blocked his arms 
inspectors from three sites 
and Iraqi personnel aboard 
U.N. helicopters, or Iraqi 
aircraft flying nearby, bad 
endangered the U.N. craft 
and their crews assisting 
U.N- ground teams. 

‘The problems, which 

Ekeus briefed the council 
on, were simple and they 
were settled during the 
inspection,” the Iraqi official 
said. 


ly be part of the security cab- 
inet," said Mr. Sharon, a 
fierce opponent of the Oslo 
peace accords with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) and a strong advocate 
of expanded Jewish settle- 
ment in the occupied Pales- 
tinian territories. ' ■*'— 

“1 am the only one capable 
of negotiating with the Pales- 
tinians" he added in media 
interviews Wednesday. 

Mr. Levy does not agree. 

“This isn’t a personal 
issue,” one of his close aides 
told AFP. 

“This whole affair is com- 
ing at the worst time, when 
all signals point to an immi- 
nent explosion with the 
Palestinians because of the 
deadlock in the peace 
process,” the aide quoted Mr. 
Levy as saying. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Levy 
openly threatened to quit the 
government and refused sev- 
eral telephone calls from Mr. 
Netanyahu. “We are worried, 
the government has already 
lost a moderating force with 




Meridor's departure and the 
appointment of Mr. Sharon to 
a key position will just 
strengthen the radicals,” said 
Yehuda Lancry, a member of 
parliament in Mr. levy's 
Gesher Party, in an interview 
with AFP. 

Gesher s five deputies and 
four Likud members of par- 
liament demonstrated their 
disenchantment with Mr. 
Netanyahu by boycotting an 
opposition vote of confidence 
Tuesday. 

The motion was defeated 
by 55 deputies to 50. but the 
open defection of the nine 
coalition deputies was widely 
seen by Israeli commentators 
as a severe blow to Mr. 
Netanyahu’s leadership. 

“Another victory like this 
and the government is done 
for.” wrote an editorialist for 
tbe Maariv newspaper. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said several Likud members 
believed Mr. Netanyahu has 
lost so much credibility with- 
in fee party that the govern- 
ment would fall by August 
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ANNEXING PATCHES AROUND THE HOME- 
LAND: The Israeli parliament voted Wednesday 
to consider legislation calling for the annexation 
to Israel of all Jewish settlements in the Palestin- 


ian territories. A Palestinian policeman puts a 
national flag under the eyes of the Israeli soldiers 
during dashes between the Israeli army and 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Israel’s secret nuclear 
programme is an environ- 
mental threat to the Middle 
East region and risks trig- 
gering a dangerous arms 
race, a top Palestinian offi- 
cial warned on Tuesday. 

In a speech to the U.N. 
Earth Summit, Saeb 
Erekat, a senior Palestin- 
ian negotiator with Israel, 
said that “Israel’s nuclear 
programme, which is not 
subjected to international 
supervision and regula- 
tions, threatens the region 
with a dangerous environ- 
mental disaster.” 

He added that “its pos- 
session of nuclear weapons 
will force the region into a 
destructive nuclear race.” 
Mr. Erekat also used the 
platform of the U.N. Earth 
Summit to attack Israeli 
policies and confirmed that 
the Palestinians would 
request the reconvening of 
a U.N. General Assembly 
emergency special session. 

The session was “tem- 
porarily adjourned” fol- 
lowing adoption of an 
April 25 resolution which 
notably called for tbe 
immediate halt in the con- 
struction of a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem, as well as “all 
other settlement activities.” 
Mr. Erekat wanted the 


special session to “urge the 
international community to 
exercise its responsibilities 
to force the Israeli govern- 
ment to cease its policies 
and its illegal practices in 
the occupied Palestinian 
territory, including 

Jerusalem.” 

“It is unreasonable for 
the international communi- 
ty to allow Israel to contin- 
ue its intransigent stance, 
rejecting compliance with 
resolutions of international 
legitimacy and internation- 
al agreements for more 
than thirty years, and par- 
ticularly now under the 
peace process in the Mid- 
dle East,” Mr. Erekat said. 

He said the U.N. special 
session would be asked to 
review a report by the U.N. 
secretary-general. who 
under the terms of the 
April 25 resolution was 
due to report on its imple- 
mentation to the General 
Assembly “wi thin two 
months.” 

However, U.N. officials 
said that U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan’s report would not 
be ready on Wednesday. 

Mr. Annan cancelled a 
planned trip by under-sec- 
retary -general for political 
affairs. Sir Kieran Prender- 
gast, after Israel posed 
conditions. 

Mr. Prendergast told 


reporters last week that the 
Israelis were insisting on 
restricting the mission to 
Israel and the occnpied ter- 
ritories, and that “I could- 
n’t agree to such a narrow 
remit.” 

On Friday, the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) government called 
for the United Nations to 
“impose economic and 
political sanctions against 
Israel” for its violation of 
signed peace agreements 
and settlement expansion 
policy. 

The Israeli government’s 
decision to go ahead with 
the constroction of the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim settle- 
ment, triggered the suspen- 
sion of Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat has insisted 
Israel freezes settlement 
construction as a condition 
for renewed peace talks, 
including on a final status 
agreement for the occupied 
territories. 

According to Palestinian 
diplomats, Mr. Erekat held 
talks in Washington with 
U.S. negotiator Dennis 
Ross on Tuesday before 
travelling to New York. 


Man left brain dead by 
PNA security — report 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Palestinian has 
been left brain dead after 
being arrested by Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat's per- 
sonal guard in a dispute 
with one of its agents, a 
human rights group said 
Wednesday. 

Nasser Radwan was 
arrested at his home in 
Gaza on Monday and taken 
away in a car belonging to 
Force 17, Mr. Arafat’s 
presidential security, the 
Jerusalem-based Palestin- 
ian Human Rights Moni- 
toring Group (PHRMG) 
said. 

He was taken to hospital 
the next morning with a 
fractured skull and his 
family was told by doctors 
that he was brain dead 
from a blow to the skull, 
the group said. 

The head of the National 
Security Forces in Gaza, 
Abdul Razak Mujaideh, 
confirmed to AFP that Mr. 


Radwan was in "critical 
condition after his arrest 
by one of the security 
forces." “We are awaiting 
the medical report and wifi 
launch an investigation,” 
he said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) 
issued a statement con- 
demning what it called a 
“horrid and irresponsible 
act” and demanding “a 
harsh penalty” for those 
who committed it. 

It was not clear whether 
Mr. Radwan was a member 
of Hamas, which is the 
biggest opposition group 
to Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and has 
in the past been the victim 
of widespread crackdowns 
by its security forces. 

The PHRMG said Mr. 
Radwan ’s arrest was the 
result of an undefined per- 
sonal dispute with Mah- 
mud Zayyed, the body- 
guard of a Force 17 


colonel, Abu Nasser Frei- 
hat. 

The PHRMG said it was 
told by Mr. Radwan ’s fam- 
ily that they went to Mr. 
Freihat in search of Mr. 
Radwan after his arrest and 
found the colonel gave 
Zayyed “his full support.” 

Mr. Freihat told the fam- 
ily, “if I were Zayyed, I 
would have killed him 
(Radwan). I didn’t want 
Radwan arrested at his 
home. I wanted him arrest- 
ed from the streets so it 
would take you months to 
find him," the PHRMG 
said. 

Since creation of the 
PNA in 1994. at least 13 
Palestinians have died in 
its prisons, some of them 
by torture at the hands of 
security forces. 

Human rights groups 
have said torture is com- 
monly used by the various 
security forces, which 
number around a dozen. 


Another Turkish MP deserts Ciller’s party 


Palestinian protesters on the land which was con- 
fiscated by the Israeli army to open a road for 
Jewish settlers in Rafah City in the Gaza Strip 
(AFP photo) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

A RENEGADE deputy 
resigned Wednesday from 
Dirkish conservative leader 
Tansu Ciller’s True Path 
Party, boosting an attempt to 
set up an anti-Islamist coali- 
tion. 

Parliament officials said 
Deputy Hasan Denizkurdu 
announced his resignation in 
a four-page letter he sent to 
the speaker's office. 

“I am resigning from the 
party today to avoid going 
through a disciplinary 
process similar to the inquisi- 
tion courts,” his resignation 
statement said. 

Mr. Denizkurdu was facing 
patty disciplinary action for 
refusing to oppose prime 
minister-designate Mesut 
Yilmaz’s bid to form a secu- 
larist government in place of 
the Islamist-led coalition 
established at the end of last 
June. 

“The coalition put a sixain 
on the country before even 


completing its first year in 
office and the basic princi- 
ples of the republic have 
become open to question,” 
Ml Denizkurdu said. 

Despite tbe resignation. 
True Path officials said Ms. 
Ciller had gained assurances 
from a large majority of her 
deputies that they would not 
vote for Mr. YHmaz’s pro- 
posed coalition. 

Turkish conservative Mr. 
Yiimaz said Wednesday he 
would not meet rival Ms. 
Ciller again in the search for 
an anti-Islamist coalition 
unless his opponent recog- 
nised him as prime minister- 
designate. 

“It is impossible for me to 
meet Ms Ciller if she does 
not change her attitude,” Mr. 
Yiimaz told a news confer- 
ence. Mr. Yiimaz, leader of 
the main opposition Mother- 
land Party, was to hold a 
new conference at noon in 
parliament on his bid to beep 
tbe Islamists out of power. 

President Suleyman 
Demire! has appointed Mr. 


Yiimaz to form a coalition to 
replace the one-year-old gov- 
ernment under Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, who resigned last 
week cinder army pressure. 

Mr. Yiimaz has given him- 
self until early next week to 
present Mr. Demirel with a 
cabinet list. 

He has won the hacking of 
secularist deputies from 
most opposition parties but 
needs the support of around a 
dozen Tore Path deputies to 
win a vote of confidence in 
the 550-member parliament 

True Path leader, Ms. 
Ciller, allied with the Welfare 
Party of Mr. Erbakan, Tues 
day rejected an offer from 
Mr. Yiimaz to join a coalition 
led by him. 

Mr. Erbakan resigned to 
resolve a growing dispute 
with the military over reli- 
gious activism. He had pro- 
posed the formation of a 
revamped coalition including 
his Islai iSts under Ms 
Ciller’s leadership. 
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Israel holds military drills 
on occupied Golan Heights 


KIRYAT SHMONA (AFP) — The Israeli army 
on Wednesday completed major military 
manoeuvres on the occupied Golan Heights, 
among the biggest exercises in more than a 
year, military sources said. 

They said it was a routine operation to check 
the army's state of readiness and had nothing to 
do with possible tension with Syria. 

Air force, artillery and infantry units took part 
in the exercises, which were held over several 
days and attended by Israeli chief-of-staff. 


General Amnon Shahak, and President Ezer 
Weizman. 

Israel occupied the Golan Heights from Syria 
in 1967 and annexed it in 1981. The strategic 
plateau is one of the key sticking points in 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks, which were put on 
ice in February last year. 

Earlier this month Gen. Shahak set alarms 
bells ringing by declaring that Syria had pre- 
pared for a possible surprise attack on the Jew- 
ish state. 


“They arc speaking more and more seriously 
in Syria about the possibility of war with 
Israel” he said. 

Gen. Shahak also hi ghligh ted a series of unex- 
plained troop shifts last summer in which Syria 
deployed elite units near the Golan Heights. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
responded by warning that his country would 
reply to any Israeli attack, but insisted Syria 
was committed to the paih of peace. 


Two women executd at Swaqa 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two women convicted of mur- 
dering a 45-year-old man in Mafraq in April 
of 1996, were hanged at dawn at Sawaqa 
prison south of Amman, judicial sources said. 

Amira Salem. 31. and Eidah Hussein, 25. 
were the seventh and eighth persons to be put 
to death in the Kingdom since the beginning 
of year. 

According to a judicial source, both women 
were declared dead in 10 minutes. None of 
the women asked for anything before the exe- 
cution was carried out, the source said. 

The two women were sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court after being found guilty of 
killin g, mutilating and decapitating Ms. 
Salem's husband Murad Yousef, 45, on April 
10 . 

According to court documents. Ms. Salem 
conspired to kill her husband as “he physical- 
ly abused her on regular basis and threatened 
to many another woman and abandon bet" 

A judicial source had told the Jordan Tunes 
recently that Ms. Salem also plotted to kill her 
husband as he regularly brought other women 
to his bouse in her presence, “with disregard 
to his wife's feelings." 

The court said that Ms. Salem asked her 
neighbour Ms. Hussein to help her kill her 
husband, a mechanic, in retribution for such 
abuses, and purchased a gun three months 
prior to the murder. 

The court said that the two women planned 
to deceive Mr. Yousef by offering him Ms. 
Hussein as a mistress, rather than him marry- 
ing another woman and he agreed. 

On the night of die murder. Ms. Hussein 
j.tyent to ti^ poi^lels.bpuse and asked the vic- 
tim to lay Zaire down oh the couple's bed so 
, ^he could updress .while his wife watched 

“Ms. Hussein then drew a gun and shot him 
four times in the head and back. The two 
women then drank coffee and smoked ciga- 
rettes.'' the court papers sai 

The two women then mangled the man’s 
body, placed it in plastic bags, burned the 


head and boiled it to conceal the crime, the 
court said 

A Royal Decree was issued recently 
approving the women’s death after the Court 
of Cassation ratified the Criminal Court rul- 
ing. 

One more execution set for today 

One more person is expected to be execut- 
ed at the same prison after being convicted of 
murdering a man and a woman in Jabal 
Marikh in Amman in November 1994. 

Jamal Najar, 23. was sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court after being found guilty of 
the premeditated murder of his father Mah- 
moud 61, and of (be attempted murder of his 
sister-in-law, Sawsan A., 23, on Nov. 1. 

A second man, Mahmoud Adib. also sen- 
tenced to death for killing Sawsan and for 
complicity in the murder of Mahmoud had 
his sentence commuted 

According to court papers, a friend of Jamal 
Najar informed him that his sister-in-law had 
bad an affair with another man and that his 
father knew about it and was protecting his 
daughter-in-law. 

Court transcripts said that Me Najar pur- 
chased a gun 15 days before the murder. 

On the morning of the incident, it added 
Mr. Najar went to his father's bouse, shot him 
in the bead while be was sleeping, went to 
Sawsan ’a room and shot her twice in the bead 
then left the house. 

Mr. Najar met with Mn Adib on the way 
and informed him of what he did and the two 
returned to the murder scene, and found 
Sawsan alive, the court said. 

According to the court. Ml Adib drew a 
knife, and, stabbed the woman twice in ‘the 
back, then both men fled the bouse. 

Ml Najar, who was arrested two days later, 
told police in his confession that he killed his 
father and attempted to kill Sawsan to cleanse 
his family’s honour. 

The prosecution had charged that Ml Najar 
had plotted to kill his father for financial rea- 
sons. 


Arab League demands 
trial of Italian soldiers 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League demanded Wednes- 
day that Italian soldiers be 
brought to trial on a- cusations 
they tortured Somalis during 
the U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sion in the African country. 

‘The Arab League strongly 
condemns the atrocities com- 
mitted by some units of the 
Italian army in Somalia in 
1993,” the league’s deputy 
bead in charge of Somali 
affairs, Ahmad Ben HeQi, told 
reporters. 

He said league officials had 
contacted the Italian authori- 
ties “to ask them to publish all 
the details concerning this 
crime and to judge the crimi- 
nals who committed it," 

A former interpreter for the 
Italian contingent in Somalia, 
a member of the Arab 
League, has accused an Ital- 


ian army officer of raping and 
murdering a 13 -year-old boy 
in 1994. 

He also alleged that in 1993 
Italian soldiers beat Somali 
civilians, leading to three 
deaths. 

The Italian press has pub- 
lished photographs in the past 
two weeks showing Italian 
soldiers torturing a prisoner 
and raping a civilian woman. 

Three separate investiga- 
tions launched in Italy focus- 
ing on three soldiers in partic- 
ular 

The Italian troops were in 
Somalia as part of a UN. 
force thai tried to [notea food 
going to drought victims from 
attacks by clan militias, but 
eventually became embroiled 
in the clan fighting and with- 
drew ignominkxisly in March 
1995. 





"•VV.: 


a : • . > 


Egypt to set up museum 
in former U.S. consulate 


Iraq gets 130,000 tonnes of 
food imports under U.N. accord 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
cultural ministry has bought 
the former U.S. consulate in 
foe_ Mediterranean city of ■ 
■ Alexandria for $3.5 million 
and will turn it idle a muse- 
. um, U.S. embassy officials 
*» tend Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the min- 
istry confirmed the purchase 
and said a special ceremony 
would be held soon to mark 
the handover 

The 1932 French-style two- 
storey mansion in the residen- 
tial Latin quarter of Alexan- 
dria, “is a jewel of a build- 
ing,” said Louis Afram, the 
consulate's former executive 


administrator 

It features granite columns 
in the lobby, Italian marble 
floors and mirror-panelled 
doers. 

The U.S. consulateibeoght 
the embassy in I960 from the 
widow of Lebanese wood 
magnate Jacques Bassfli, 
whose name is still used to 
refer to wood silos in the 
Alexandria harbour 

An embassy spokesman 
said die U.S. mission had 
refused to sell the consulate to 
a private investor and instead 
offered it to the Egyptian gov- 
ernment “knowing they 
would make good use of it.” 


Picture dated Oct. 28 shows rescuers looking for victims of the collapsed 12-floor 
building. Cairo state high court sentenced Egyptian businessman Rauf Wissa for 
seven years in jail with bard labour for ‘involuntary homicide' 

Court jails Egyptian for 7 years 
over deadly building collapse 


CAIRO (AFP) — The owner 
of a Cairo apartment block 
that collapse *} in October, 
kitiiqgv 64n people*, was • sen- 
tenced Wednesday to seven 
years in jail wifohard labour 
for “involuntary homicide.” ' 

However the State Security 
High Court cleared business- 
man Rauf Wissa of having 
added five extra floors to the 
29-year-old building without 
authorisation in 1976. 

A large crowd, many of 
them families of the victims, 
was in court to hear the ver- 
dicts. 

The court also sentenced 


engineers Ahmad Mahmoud 
Ryad and Ashraf Nagari to 
three years of hard labour and 
ordered them to pay a total:of 
S96JXX) in compensation for 
their role in foe tragedy, 
which also left 15 people 
injured. 

The two men were also 
barred working for a year, 
while a third engineer Abdul 
Azziz Fahmi Mohammad 
was acquitted. 

The 12-storey block at 
Heliopolis, a smart district 
north of Cairo, collapsed 
when supporting walls and 
pillars were removed during 


renovation work on a bank 
office on the ground floor. 

The victims included 44 
Egyptians, seven Jordanians, 
‘five Saudis, four Lebanese, 
id# Palestinians. one 
'Sti&mese and an American 
woman. 

After the Heliopolis disas- 
ter. Egyptian authorities 
toughened sanctions against 
those responsible for building 
collapses. 

According to A1 Ahram 
newspaper, there are some 
700.000 building code viola- 
tions in Egypt. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has received almost 130,000 
tonnes of food imports over 
the last two weeks under the 
U.N. oil-for-food accord, the 
news agency INA and offi- 
cial newspapers said 
Wednesday. 

A Vietnamese ship with 
14,000 tonnes of Thai wheat 
arrived foe same day at foe 
southern Iraqi port of Umm 
Qasr on foe Gulf. 

Three other boats with a 
total of 32.000 tonnes of 
wheat, beans and vegetable 
oil have discharged their 
cargo since Monday. And 


last week, Iraq received 
another 84,000 tonnes of 
French wheat. 

Iraq started to export limit- 
ed amounts of oil on Dec. 10 
to finance imports of badly- 
needed food and medicine, 
under the accord with the 
United Nations. 

The food started arriving in 
March but only a single con- 
signment of medicine has so 
far reached Iraq. According 
to foe United Nations, food 
imports up to last week 
amounted to 850,000 tonnes. 

The oil-for-food deal 
allows sanctions-hit Iraq to 


export $2 billion worth of 
crude every six months. 

The accord was renewed 
on June 4 but Iraq, complain- 
ing of long delays in U.N. 
approval of its food and 
medical contracts, has sus- 
pended exports until a new 
food distribution plan is 
finalised with the United 
Nations. 

Oil Minister Amr Rashid, 
whose country has been 
under embargo since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, said Tuesday in 
Madrid that exports would 
resume in a week to 10 days. 


Military situation favourable to Sudanese rebels — Garang 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Sudanese rebels have 
advanced 800 kilometres in 
southern Sudan since March 
and the military situation 
there is “very favourable,” 
rebel leader John Garang 
tokl AFP Wednesday in a 
telephone interview from 
Asmara. 

Colonel Garang, leader of 
the Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA), winch 
has been fighting since 1983 


to rid the largely Christian 
and animist south from dom- 
ination by the Arabised, 
Islamic noth, declared that 
the regime of President 
Omar B ashir “cannot be 
improved, but removed.’' 
Speaking at the end of a 
meeting in the Eritrean capi- 
tal of the National Democra- 
tic Alliance (NDA), which 
groups southern rebels and 
northern oppositionists who 
have taken up arms, CoL 


Garang said the alliance 
would improve coordination 
of military actions under 
joint command in die east, 
die south, and the central 
Nuba Mountains. 

‘1 am the head of foe joint 
command " he said. 

The SPLA has failed to 
capture Juba, the main city 
in die south. Col. Garang 
said it should not be consid- 
ered as an isolated target, 
and that action had to be 


coordinated on all fronts. 

He ascribed rebel victories 
during the current offensive 
in part to materiel captured 
from government troops, 
including tanks. 

He charged that the 
Sudanese military were 
using foreigners, some of 
them African, to train their 
troops. 

“There is no reason for 
wan" he said. “We are not 
against the unity of Sudan. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:00 Om of This World 

16:30 They Came From Outer 
Space 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:00 - News in French 

19:30 News Headline 

19 :35 Step By Step 

20HW - World Echo 

20:30 New Talk Show —The 
Oprah Winphrey Show 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22*30 — Feature Film 

01:05 . — Soccer Match — Peru 
1 vs Uruguay 

PRAYER TIMES 







03:50 

05^5 


12:37 


16:17 


19:48 

—Maghreb 

21:23. 

- 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL S10740 
Assemblies of God Church Td. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Td. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757. 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church TeL 

771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be fair today and Friday 
with temperatures 34 degrees 
below their annual average. In 
Aqaba it will be hot and winds 
northerly moderate. Seas will be 
calm. 


Mini./Max_ Temperatures 

Amman. 18/30 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts 16/32 

Jordan Valley .26/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba. 39 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 25 percent, 
Aqaba 22 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Abbas A1 Hakim 885446 

Dl AymanAlMabtasib -.875748 

Du JamalJbaah 847351 

De Arafat AiAsbhsb __602507 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
A1 Asema pharmacy. — 637055 
Nalroakh pharmacy — 623672 

A1 Satam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy £44945 

Shmexsani pharmacy ...637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Mazin Abu Bakir ...276852 
Ai Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Du HQalAlSayyid 986702 

KhaKfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre —.6371 1 1 
Gvil Defence Department 

.661111 

03 Deface Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency „ 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pofice 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department 

-630321 

Hold Comptemte 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water aid Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

A m m an Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Ttiepbone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk ...... 010230 

Central Amman Tfekpbone 

Repairs -..623101 

Abdafi Tfekphooe- Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Trievistoa 7731 1 1 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Right Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Afia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity, ..644281/6 
AJoleh Maternity, —642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Matins, J. Amman — 636140 
Palestine, Shmaara 607071 

Shmasani Hospital 669I3I 

University Hospital — 845845 
AI-Muadier Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666 126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mnh^jreai 

— 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 7751 11/26 

Army, Marika 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 

602240/50 . 

Amal Hospital —674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 


and Special Surgery .-865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt. Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqfl National Hospital 

(091900560 

Urn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al HHnna Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basm Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hosp ital 

1021272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where ft should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) of 
08(53250). 




ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 

GW)0 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Muscat (RJ) 

09:45 -New Delhi (RJ) 

09:45 -Dubai (RJ) 

10:00 —JSombay (RJ) 

10H£ Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

Kfc25 ..Beirut (RJ) 

10>I0 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

1L0Q .Colombo (RJ) 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17=30 — — London (RJ) 

1825 Casablanca (RJ) 

18:55 Doha(RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

Uh20 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19=45 - Abu Dhabi, .Al 'Ain tRJ) 
21>15 Moscow (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13|00 — Riyadh (SV) 

JrS DohafGF) 

-Shariqah f AH) 

] ™ - Rome (AZ) 

Tel Aviv (LYf 

I™ Cano (MS) 

- .Beirut (ME) 

-Amsterdam. Beirut (KLl 

London (BA) 

°9=00 — Dubai (EKj 


We want a secular state. We 
are not separatist." 

CoL Garang dismissed a 
peace agreement reached 
between Khartoum and 
rebel splinter leader Riek 
Machar in April as “an 
agreement between allies," 
adding that Mr. Machar, 
leader of the South Sudan 
Independence Movement, 
did not have the political 
qualifications to open dis- 
cussions with the NDA. 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 

°® :45 -...-.Beirut (RJ) 

Moscow (RJ.) 

11:35 - -Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

12:55 Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 — Doha(RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:20 -..-Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

18:15 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (R!) 

21:20 -Lumaca(RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 ..... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) i 
22:25 Abu Dhabi. Kuala 
Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

JJ* 00 Athens (QA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

°® :45 Beirut (ME): 

08:50 Amsterdam (G A) i 

09:10 London (BA) 

14:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:30 Annaba (Algeria) (AH) 

17:00 

r lsl ° .Ttl Aviv (LY) 

T*" 00 —.Cairo (MS) 

- Amsterdam (KL) 

BairunME) 

J™ Dubai (EK) 

10:25 —London (BA) 
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Home News 



Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, June 26-27, 1997 



Queen opens women’s conference... 


Jordanian political stability main topic of Paris conference 



*d IM' 

t\\h* 


ear: 


AMMAN (J.T.i __ H 

QlJeen Noci 
-■* Wednesday opened ihe sixth 
Mnual conference of the 
Business and Professional 
Women's Chib (BPWCi enti- 
ded “Women and National 
Development” at the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce, a 
Royal Court statement said 

According to BPWC Presi- 
dent Hind Abdul Jaber. the 
two-day conference wjfi be 
comprised of "papers pre- 
sented by experts on topics 
related to efficiency in pro- 
duction, privatisation, small 
businesses, laws, Lhe infor- 
mation revolution and intel- 
lectual propen\'." 

The conference will end 
with a round table meetina of 
economists, lawyers, busi- 
nesspersons and representa- 
tives of the chambers of 
Industry and Commerce. 

Queen Noor, the honorary 
president of the federation of 
BPWC, noted that two of the 
main obstacles facing 
women entrepreneurs are the 
initial high cost of personal 
financial investment and the 
inability to obtain credit 
either due to lack of knowl- 
edge and information about 
credit institutions or insuffi- 
* cient guarantees to qualify’ 
for credit, the statement said. 

The Queen expressed opti- 
mism that the BPWC’s new 
“business incubator service 
for women" would help 
redress these problems. The 
“incubators." situated in the 
BPWC’s new headquarters, 
consist of a private work 
space area providing com- 
puter. phone, fax and photo- 
copying facilities, and are in 
close proximity to the club’s 
information library. 

These facilities, available 
at minimum cost, will relieve 


entrepreneurs from a heavy 
cost burden, the statement 
said. 

To facilitate the receiving 
of loans, the BPWC will 
guarantee any approved 
loans and eventually hopes 
to start its own credit, system. 

A business advisor is also 
available to help with small 
business management skills 
such as taxation, marketing, 
accounting and legal prob- 
lems. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Mamser 
asserted that micro-enterpris- 
es run by women have a high 
rate of success, which is why 
the ministry gives women 
“priority in obtaining these 
projects." He stated that 
women’s participation in the 
labour force, estimated to be 
15.5 per cent is very low 
compared with men at 70 per 
cent. 

He add e d that the percent- 
age was particularly low in 
leadership and high adminis- 
trative positions, where 
women’s participation is 
estimated to be only 8 5 per 
cent, the statement said-. 

According to the minister, 
women mainly work in three 
sectors: education (39 per 
cent}, health and administra- 
tion (forty per cent; and pri- 
vate sector (21 per cent). 

President of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
Haidar Murad added that 
“our efforts to expand 
women’s opportunities and 
participation in Arab soci- 
eties should not make us for- 
get the source of our soci- 
eties’ strength, namely the 
role of women as the anchors 
of families." 

President of the National 
Federation of Business and 
Professional Women In 7 am 


Mufti quoted the Queen’s 
speech at the last 
International Federation of 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Conference, saying 
that the BPWC has played “a 
vital role in promoting 
women’s legal and social 
rights, in providing legal 
advice and representation for 
needy women in courts of 
law, and in promoting social. 

political and environmental 
programmes." 

“Its contribution to the 
establishment of educational 
anri occupational training 
programmes has been much 
appreciated nationally as has 
its business advice and sup- 
port for women entrepre- 
neurs.” she said. 

Tbe BPWC is a voluntary 
association affiliated with the 
International Federation of 
Business and Professional 
Women, which consists of 
one million women in 125 
countries worldwide. 

Its three main projects are 
small business counselling 
for women, information and 

documentation for women’s 
studies as well as a consulta- 
tive service officer for 
women. 

In 1995. a hot line was 
established to provide legal 
counselling for women. The 
BPWC is currently carrying 
out a grassroots programme 
to enhance women’s partici- 
pation in the 1997 parlia- 
mentary elections in cooper- 
ation with the Canadian 
Embassy and lhe European 
Union, the statement said. 

The Queen was received 
by Mr. Mamser, Ms. Mufti, 
Ms. Hind Abdul Jaber, Mr. 
Murad and members of the 
Amman Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry. 
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... and graduates JUST students 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
1 .038 students . Wednesday 
graduated^ from the Jopigi 
University of Science jwd 
Technology (JUST) in Iibid, 
where Her Majesty Queen 
Noor distributed diplomas 
and awards to the srudents, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The graduation forms pan 
of on-going activities and 
celebrations of the tenth 
anniversary of the university, 
which will culminate in His 
Majesty King Hussein hon- 
ouring JUST* s outstanding 
students and receiving an 
honorary doctorate degree. 

In his speech. JUST Presi- 
dent Dr. Sa'ed Hijazi main- 
tained that the university is 
developing its academic cur- 
riculum to address the needs 
of the labour market as well 
as the continuous evolution 


of the fields of science and 
technology, according lo. lhe 
^lawraem. 

To that end. the university 
has initiated specialisations 
which include “food process- 
ing and medical technology" 
and emphasis has been given 
to “languages, administra- 
tion. human and social sci- 
ences and computer studies.” 
He added that the university 
stresses the importance of 
community service as well as 
■extracurricular activities 
such as music, art and pho- 
tography. 

JUST, comprised of nearly 
7,000 students, boasts a 
diverse student body from 
the Middle East, Asia, 
Africa, the United States, 
Canada and the United King- 
dom. 

Its educational curriculum 


includes medicine, dentistry. 
nu rsing. - . pharmaceutical 
studies, engjl^erin^agrictti- 
turn and environmental sci- 
ences. the statement saicL ' 

One of the university’s pio- 
neering projects is the King 
Abdullah Hospital, currently 
under construction and 
scheduled to open in early 
1999 as a highly specialised 
medical centre. Medical 
graduates of JUST are being 
sent to the United States and 
United Kingdom to spe- 
cialise so that they might 
return and work in the hospi- 
tal. 

King Hussein’s Cultural 
Secretary HRH Prince Ghazi 
accompanied Queen Noor to 
the graduation, die statement 
concluded. 


Prince Ra’d attends graduation ceremony 


AMMAN (J.T.I — HRH 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid yester- 
day anended a graduation cer- 
emony held at Queen Zein AJ 
Sbaraf Complex for Develop- 
ment (QZSCl for graduates of 
a course entitled: “Home train- 
ing for early intervention for 
mothers of disabled children." 

The course, in which 24 
women participated, was 
organised by the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Development 
(QAF) in cooperation with the 
Arab Councii for Childhood 
and Development iACCDj. 
according to a QAF statement. 

In a ceremonial speech. 
Prince Ra’d thanked HRH 
Princess Basina for her contin- 
uous efforts in caring for chil- 
dren. especially those suffer- 
ing from disability and for pro- 
viding basic care services for 
children with special needs. 


The Prince also thanked 
Chairman of ACCD HRH 
Prince Talal Ben Abdul Aziz 
for his support, the statement 
said. 

He congratulated the gradu- 
ates, describing their new 
skills as contributing to over- 
coming a shortage in services 
currently provided for the dis- 
abled. 

QAF Executive Director 
Awni Bashir summarised the 
programme as a pioneering 
attempt to promote the partici- 
pation of the disabled in aJI 
social activities at domestic, 
scholastic and local communi- 
ty-levels. the statement said. 

He conveyed his apprecia- 
tion for Princess Basina and 
for all parties involved m this 
project as well as course par- 
ticipants. 

ACCD Programmes and 


Projects Coordinator Kawthar 
Abu Ghazalah underlined 
ACCD support for all efforts 
aimed at training the disabled. 

On behalf of the participants. 
Suad Alonl stated that the 
course has achieved its objec- 
tives and participants have 
become well-trained in assist- 
ing the disabled through the 
skills they have acquired from 
the course, the statement said. 

QAF serves as a national 
umbrella institution for imple- 
menting the home training 
programme for early interven- 
tion for disabled children. 

The programme is to be 
implemented in four areas of 
the Kingdom — Amman, 
Marka. Zarqa, and Karak — 
and the number of families 
expected to benefit from such 
training is estimated at 360. 
the statement concluded. 


Software to aid Customs Department 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 51.8 millioii project to 
upgrade the efficiency of the Customs Department 
was officially launched today at a signing ceremo- 
ny of the Ministry of Planning and the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
according to a UNDP statement. 

The two-year project which aims to improve the 
Customs. Department management with computer- 
isation of procedures and data, has been largely 
financed by a cost-sharing contribution from the 
government of Jordan as well as by grams from 
UNDP and the German aid agency. GTZ- 

The project agreement was signed bv Minister of 
Finance and acting Minister of Planning Suleiman 
Hafez and by UNDP Resident Representative Jor- 
gen l-iss ner. the statement said. 

A key component of the project involves the 
introduction of an Automated System for Customs 
Data and Management (ASYCUDA), recognised 
as the international standard for customs clearance 


and information. 

ASYCUDA is already operational in seventy 
countries around the world, including Lebanon 
which recently adopted the system, according io 
the statement. 

ASYCUDA will play a vital role in the govern- 
ment’s implementation of a a effective economic 
and fiscal policy by providing policy makers with 
accurate and timely trade and revenue data, h 
added. 

Additionally, it will enable the Customs Depart- 
ment to disseminate trade-related information to 
relevant organisations as well as to importers and 
exponers. 

Tbe computerisation oF the Customs Department 
is pan of a series of UNDP projects that focus on 
the area of public sector reform- Last December. 
UNDP and tbe Ministry of Planning launched a 
similar effort to modernise income tax administra- 
tion with new computer equipment and software. 


By Hind-La ra Mango 
in Paris 

and Francesca C triad 
in Amman 

FACTORS BEHIND Jordan’s political stability 
over tbe past five decades were the focus of an 
international symposium which concluded in 
Paris yesterday. The two-day symposium was 
organised by the Centre of Studies and Research 
on the Contemporary Middle East (CERMOC) 
and was held at the Institute du Monde Am be 
flMA). 

Opening lhe conference on Tuesday on behalf 
of HRH Crown Prince Hasson. President of AL 
al Bayt University Adnan Bakhit emphasised 
that national unity in Jordan has been enhanced 

by an open and continuous dialogue between the 
Kingdom’s civil society and the leadership. 

Jordanian national unity. Dr. Bakhit said, has 
not only led to stability and security, but also has 
been the impetus for economic development. 

The Crown Prince’s speech emphasised Jor- 
dan’s pioneering role among Arab members of 
the international community in promoting better 
understanding among different civilisations 
through inter-cultural and inter- faith dialogue. 

The symposium was one of several activities 
held to mark the “Jordanian Season" in Paris this 
year. The season was opened in March by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, and has included Jordanian 
an shows, product and archaeological exhibi- 
tions. 

Together with Dr. Bakhit. IMA President 
Camille Cabana and CERMOC-Amman Scien- 
tific Secretary Riccardo Bocco addressed the 
opening session. 

Lawrence Tal. a researcher at the International 
Institute of Strategic Studies in London, 
addressed Tuesday’s morning session with a 
paper on the consolidation of King Hussein’s 
leadership, describing Jordan as an island of sta- 
bility in the Middle £ast despite many destabilis- 
ing factors in its surroundings. 

Dr. Tal said the evident cohesion among com- 
ponents of the Jordanian elite — the Monarchy. 


the military and the political elite — consolidat- 
ed the Kingdom and help to overcome regional 
and internal challenges. 

He also emphasised that the individual quali- 
ties and leadership skills of the King, who inher- 
ited a legacy of political balance by his grandfa- 
ther. King Abdullah, played a major role in over- 
coming various crises. 

Similar conclusions were reached in a paper 
presented by Fawaz Gerces. professor of 
international and Middle EaUem studies ar the 
Sarah Lawrence College in New York, who iden- 
tified the cohesion of the ruling elite, the absence 
of organised oppositional constituencies, and the 
charismatic personality of King Hussein as the 
main factors behind Jordan's stability. 

After presentations by Paul Lalor, lecturer in 
contemporary Arabic studies at the University of 
Edinburgh, and Philip Robins, political science 
lecturer at Oxford University's St. Antony's Col- 
lege, Tuesday’s morning session concluded with 
a floor debate. 

In that day’s afternoon session, lecturers from 
Tufts University and CERMOC analysed Jor- 
dan’s internal dynamics vis-a-vis modernisation, 
economic reforms, and social -demographic phe- 
nomena. 

Jordan’s foreign policy and the Arab- Israeli 
conflict were two topics of discussion on 
Wednesday. 

In the morning session, Ra’ed Qadiri. Middle 
East editor al Oxford Analytica. rejected as 
“incomplete anil simplistic" theories that Jor- 
dan's foreign policy was “reactive and passive," 
and stressed that ‘'the Kingdom’s foreign poli- 
cies from 1967 to 1974 were founded on strate- 
gic objectives and steadfast principles of a com- 
prehensive peace agreement with Israel." 

Associate Professor at the University of South- 
ern Carolina’s School of International Relations. 
Laurie Brand, said "Jordan's budget security has 
determined the Kingdom's relations with its 
Arab neighbours and Kuwait." 

The symposium closed with a round-table dis- 
cussion on Jordanian-Palestiniun relations, with 
the participation of, among others, former Chief 


of the Royal Court Adnan Abu Odeh, Nuhdeh 
Ha’iar. editor of the Arabic weekly. Al Mithaq. 
and journalist Lamis Andoni. 

Together with Dr. Bocco. researcher and coor- 
dinator of the "Jordan Programme" at CER- 
MOC- Amman. Tareq Tell w.o- coordinating the 
conference. 

Back home, academics and scholars haw ques- 
tioned the absence, at the Paris symposium, of 
other Jordanian high -calibre contributors and 
researchers on Jordan’s modern and contempo- 
rary foreign and internal politics and history . 

The critics, who declined to be identified by 
name, objected to the choice of Jordanian schol- 
ars participating in the s\ mposium. claiming that 
those panic: pants did not necessarily represent 
majority opinion-, on such sensitive questions as 
Jordanian identity and Jordanian -Palestinian 

unity. 

Responding to such criticism and rejecting 
allegations of having "an agenda" before the 
symposium was convened. Dr. Bocco stressed 
that "the proceedings ot the | meeting! u 'iU be 
published in a volume to appear during the win- 
ter of IdoT-^s in the collection of the 'Caluers 
du CERMOC’ " 

CERMOC also staled in ihe symposium's pro- 
gramme lha! "ihe themes of the Paris conference 
are complementary so those of a second meeting 
scheduled for the summer ot l^K in Amman, 
u here a group of scholars u iff focus on 'low pol- 
itics' :o document the transformation of Jordan- 
ian society during the last 50 years through 
micro- sociological analyses.” 

Among the speakers, were Francois? tie Bel- 
Air and Yann Lv Troquei. researchers at the 
CERMOC-Amman, Bryan Daves, from the Fac- 
ulty of Political Science at Columbia University, 
Assistant Professor at the University of Toron- 
to’s Scarborough College Paul Kingston, and 
Ghassan Salnmeh. professor at the Instiuit d'E- 
tudes Politiques in Paris. 


Dakamseh claims amnesia regarding Baqoura events 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordon Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Corporal Ahmad Dakamseh. the 
Jordanian soldier currently standing trial for the 
murder of seven Israeli schoolgirls in March. 
Wednesday testified that he suffers from amnesia 
as regards the incident. 

According to CpJ. Dakamseh, 27, he remem- 
bers grabbing his M16 rifle and. then finding 
hmwclfiin a Shuneh military office and “every- 
thlrigifi 'between [these events] is a blank.” ' 

“As soon as I fmished : praying. I saw the Israeli 
schoolgirls laughing, jeering, gesturing, and 
snapping photos of me and then I went to my 
rifle and f do not remember anything after that," 
Cpl. Dakamseh maintained 

The defendant told the court that he fell that 
these alleged “sarcastic gestures from the girls” 
were meant “to insult me and my religion, and I 
felt reduced to an animal." 

During a five-hour questioning session in a 
heavily guarded army base in Naour. the defen- 
dant, who pleaded not guilty, swore that he had 
never planned to kill Israelis. 

“The Baqoura area is frequently visited by 
Israeli tourists, and Israeli farmers and soldiers 
were sometimes 50 metres away from me, and I 
never thought of killing them although I was 
always armed." Cpl. Dakamseh, who also 
described himself as a sharp shooter, stated. 

Israeli tourists, mainly females, "used to pro- 
voke us daily when they visited the area and 
some used to strip and kiss each other in order to 
intimidate us." 

Cpl. Dakamseh told the court that on one occa- 
sion he heard Israelis calling “Mohammad!” and 
then “I was surprised to see their dog responding 
to the call and running towards them.” 

The defendant, who served in the Jordan 
Armed Forces for 1 1 years, maintained that dur- 
ing his three-month duty in Baqoura, some 
Israeli tourists violated regulations. 

"Some tourists once entered a restricted area. 


and when my colleague went to them and asked 
them to leave, they started taking photos of him. 
and I personally dragged the photographers out 
of the restricted’ area?' the defendant said. 

In responding to a question posed by Attorney 
Mjalli, Cpl. Dakamseh cited regulations as pro- 
hibiting photography in the area, "but since the 
Jews do not abide by U.N. resolutions, [why] 
would they abide by our orders?" _ 

. JGie mopiing before the. incident: Cpl. Dakam- 
seh said that he was sealed' ‘in a military truck 
with First, Sergeant Salah Nahar. and when the 
schoolgirls' arrived in the area, "Sgt. Nahar told 
me [to] look at the beautiful girls and I told him 
[to] think of God and [that he was] a married 
man.” 

“He told me [that if I] had the chance lo have 
them. [I] would not [refuse] and I told him that 
my wife’s shoes are better than [those of] all of 
the girls.” Cpl. Dakamseh said. 

Three weeks ago, Sgt. Nahar testified that 
when the schoolgirls arrived in the area, the 
defendant asked him about his private relations 
with his wife and "told me that he, himself, had 
had no intimate relations with his own wife for 
one month.” 

SgL Nahar also said that Cpl. Dakamseh had 
ordered him out of the car so that the defendant 
might sexually stimulate himself. 

The defendant, who was questioned for over 
two hours by Defence Attorney Hussein Mjalli. 
maintained that he was detained for 79 days, "in 
which time I was subjected to extended interro- 
gations, deprived of sleep and subjected to 
threats and duress on the pan of the investiga- 
tors." 

“They told me that if I did not tell the truth, 
they would wipe me out and seat me in the elec- 
tric chair," he said. 

Cpl. Dakamseh stated that while interrogated, 
he was blindfolded and repeatedly asked 
whether he was affiliated to any political party, 
international organisations, or countries such as 
Iraq, Iran. Libya. Syria, or Lebanon. 


“1 told them no and insisted that my actions 
were a result of what happened to me that morn- 
ing and that I was not affiliated to any [group |.” 
the soldier said. 

He added that investigators tried to push him to 
confess that he was paid by "Israelis to commit 
the killing, but 1 informed them that 1 would not 
betray my country and that 1 do not deal with 
Israelis." 

He also testified that all of ihe Jordanian sol- 
diers who were with him on the morning of the 
shootings were arrested with him and detained in 
the same office. 

All soldiers testify ing over the past three weeks 
maintained that they had not been arrested but 
merely questioned about the March 15 incident. 

Also during the court session an expert witness 
in psychology. Major Fayrouz Sayeigh. 39. told 
the court that the defendant suffered from an 
anti-social personality disorder which, he said, is 
a congenital disturbance. 

The witness, who examined the defendant for 
the past week upon a court injunction, stated that 
Cpl. Dakamseh was possessed of irresponsible 
and abrupt behavioural patterns. 

“Although he knows the results of his irre- 
sponsible acts, he still does what he wants and 
docs not lake consequences into consideration” 
she asserted. 

Maj. Sayeigh also maintained that the defen- 
dant shows contradictory symptoms and tenden- 
cies to hurt himself. 

.Any pereeiv ed provocation might have a 
greater effect on Cpl. Dakamseh than it would an 
average person, she added. 

Maj. Sayeigh also testified that Cpl. Dakamseh 
had sexual fantasies and "he informed me that he 
has been engaged in bestiality, paedophilia, and 
homosexuality." 

At the beginning of the court session. Criminal 
Prosecutor Muhanud Hjazi asked the court to 
refer the defendant to military prosecution to 
investigate an alleged escape at tempi and for 
insulting his guards and resisting arrest. 


Potential candidates bemoan lack of public confidence 
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* *T3tzcanaldo T ’ ■ (with 
subtitles in English) at 
Goethe . InsiUff- Jabal 
Amman* at 6;^. pan, . 
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* _~HospaaI of Happy 
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p-m. -. : . ■ 


- S£ji>£ IJBCTURE 

"Shedding Light cm the 
Devdopheni of Calligra- 
phy throughout the Ages: 
Recert Discoveries in- the 
Area of Mafiaq^ by Dt 
AhdaJ Qader AL Hosan M 
'Hfe'iamJs of Archaeolo- 
gy ^Centre, at 45:30 pan. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Princess Bosnia Women's 
Resource Centre have declared 
that they are willing to support 
and vote (or their fellow women 
candidates, regardless of reli- 
gious or tribal affiliation, but the 
majority say they do not feel 
ready to run for Parliament 
themselves. 

Albeit educated, cognisant of 
the importance of women's 
development for societal 
progress, and well-informed 
regarding national and regional 
issues, a common complaint 
among these women is a noted 
lack of confidence and trust 
from other women in the general 
public. 

“Jordanian women still neither 
have trust nor confidence in 
women politicians." says Hilda 
Tarawneh, adding that she 
would, indeed, decide to ran in 
this autumn’s parliamentary 
elections if she could be assured 
of both support and votes of the 
women in her goveraorate. 

Family obligations and finan- 
cial considerations seems io be 
further impediments to women’s 
more active and direct participa- 
tion in decision-making. 


“I have to think of my ten chil- 
dren," said Huda. who works as 
a school teacher. 

The conservatism of Jordanian 
society, especially in rani areas 
and away from the capital, is a 
further obstacle tor women 
politicians. 

In her hometown of Rank, for 
example. Huda tried lo organise 

discussion meetings to educate 

women on the importance of 
electoral participation, but “their 
husbands did not allow them to 
come to the meeting." she 
affirmed. 

Together with two other 
women selected by the Jordan- 
ian National Forum for Women 
(JNFW'i. Huda recently returned 
from a study trip on election 
campaigning in the UK. during 
which she attended lectures un 
women in the British political 
system at the London School of 
Economics and met British 
women candidates who partici- 
pated in recent elections. 

The course, sponsored by the 
British Council and the British 
embassy in Amman, within the 
framework of the “Women in 
Politics Programme.” was held 
at tbe Hansard Society, an insti- 
tute dedicated to parliamentary 
life in Britain and focused tin 
election campaigns. 


5. was perfectly timed to allow 
lhe three Jordanian women to 
observe first-hand the British 
general elections. 

"The first thing we can learn 
from British women is 
patience." commented Huda. 
adding that in luoT. 1 1»J women 
were elected to the House of 
Commons, while in 1919 that 
figure w as one. 

“Not only have we seen volun- 
teer* dedicated to supporting 

women candidates, which does 
not happen here, but we have 
also seen women who fight and 
work hard on their campaigns 
even though they know they do 
not hate much chance to win [a 
parliamentary seat]." said 
Fatimah R as heed, lrom Irbid. 

“We are ail afraid." she added 
sadly. 

I man Bashir, from .Amman, 
described the L’.K. sisii as 
responsible for her increased 
awareness of necessary training 
before announcing candidacy, 
and. althuuch she does not 
intend to ran either, she declares 
her readiness and willingness to 
“volunteer for any woman who 
decides to ran.” regardless ol 
religious or tribal affiliations. 

Fatimah. Huda and [man ore 
critical of Jordanian political 


panics, and accuse them .«f "mw 
has ing done enough fur w omen" 
and ot not having encouraged 
the presence of women in higher 
ranks. 

They described the National 
Constitutional P.uiy. recently 
bom from the merger of nine 
prev iuus parties and led by for- 
mer .Minister Abdul Hadi Majali, 
as “the government’s party, with 
very strong tribal connotations." 

"The party js very new." said 
I man. "and the big question is 
whether the nine previous par- 
lies w ill be able to amalgamate 
and combine their policies and 
stands." 

As for another mam party in 
the Kingdom, the Islamic Action 
Front OAF), Fatimah expressed 
disappointment over a recent 
controversy between the front 
and a female member. Nawal 
Fa’ouri, “who wanted to ran for 
Parliament but was denied her 
party’s support.” 

To their courageous fellow- 
women who dare nut for Parlia- 
ment. Iman. Fatimah and Huda 
promise their unconditional sup- 
port and offer a puree of advice; 
"Be down to earth and focus on 
people’s needs with clear poli- 
cies.” 
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Undersea explorer Jacques Cousteau dies 
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PARIS (AFP) — French 
undersea explorer Jacques 
Cousteau died Wednesday 
at the age of $7, aides said. 

“Commander Jacques- 
Yves Cousteau has re- 
joined the world of si- 
lence." said a statement by 
his office, adding that a 
tribute to the explorer, 
who achieved worldwide 
fame with his films and 
documentaries, would be 
organised in Paris. 

Cousteau opened up the 
mysteries of the deep to 
uninitiated millions of 

viewers around the world. 
His voyages aboard his 
ship the Calypso were the 
subject of more than 100 
films for television and the 
big screen as well as best- 
selling books. 

Co-inventor of the Aqua- 
Lung. he also pioneered 
the first underwater habi- 
tats in the 1960s. allowing 
“Oceanauts" to exist at 
depths of hundreds of feet 
for weeks at a time. 

immensely popular at 
home and abroad through 
his television series, he fre- 
quently topped polls as the 
most admired figure in 
France. 

Cousteau was admitted 
to hospital in February for 


a serious bout of flu, but 
his wife Fran cine denied a 
report that he had been in 
hospital for the last two 
weeks with an undisclosed 
illness. 

A member of the French 
Academy, Cousteau was 
an ardent defender of the 
environment. He studied 
ecological and over-popu- 
lation problems in the 
Council for the Rights of 
Future Generations, set up 
bv the French presidency 
in 1993. 

He resigned from that 

body in September, 1995 
in protest against Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac’s de- 
cision to resume nuclear 
testing in the South Paci- 
fic. 

From his years observ- 
ing the world’s oceans, 
aware of their delicate eco- 
logical balance, Cousteau, 
whose aquiline features 
and athletic figure spurred 
his popularity, became an 
outspoken campaigner 
against pollution. 

Born in St. Andre De 
Cubzac, a little town near 
Bordeaux, on June 11 
1910, be joined the French 
Navy, serving as a gunnery 
officer during the war. 

From 1936 he began 


experimenting with proto- 
types of breathing appara- 
tus, which led in 1943 to 
the development of the 
compressed air Aqua- 
Lung with engineer Emile 
Gagnan, an invention that 
revolutionised undersea 
exploration. 

After the liberation, he 
co-founded a group for 
undersea research in the 
navy, which cleared Ger- 
man mines from Mediter- 
ranean ports. 

Fearing he might be 
rotated away from the sea 
to a desk job, he took leave 
from the navy in 1950 to 
create the non-profit mak- 
ing Campagnes Oceano- 
grapbiques Franchises 
research association and 
acquired a former mine- 
sweeper, the Calypso, 
which he had refitted as a 
research vessel. 

Calypso made her maid- 
en voyage in her new 
incarnation to the Red Sea 
in 1951. In 1953 Cousteau, 
in collaboration with two 
colleagues, brought out his 
first book. The Silent 
World, which became an 
overnight best seller. At 
the same time, Cousteau, 
together with engineer 
Andre Laban was perfect- 







Captain Jacques Yves Cousteau poses with wife Francine in this file photo- 
graph. The French oceanographer died in Paris Wednesday. Cousteau, 87, 
campaigned vigourously against marine pollution. He popularised underwa- 
ter exploration with the help of a French engineer Emile Gagnan when they 
built the first skin-diving suit in 1943 (Reuter photo) 

mg the first underwater leased the film of his book, phic Museum in Monaco, 
camera equipment for which won the top award a post he was to hold nntil 


camera equipment for 
television, which was used 
for the first time to trace 
the route of a Greek wine 
ship which sank off Mar- 
seilles in 205 A.D. 

In 1956 Cousteau re- 


at the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival and an Oscar in the 
United States. 

He resigned from the 
navy in 1957 and became 
director of the Oceanogra- 


phic Museum in Monaco, 
a post he was to hold nntil 
1988. He also founded the 
Centre d’ Etudes Marines 
Avancees (CEMA) in 
Marseilles to research and 
develop prototypes of 
underwater equipment 


CEMA designed the div- 
ing saucer, a revolutionary 
two-man observation sub- 
marine capable of diving 
to a depth of 350 metres, 
which became a niajor 
tool for exploring conti- 
nental shelves. 

CEMA also built a deep- 
sea camera sled named 
“Troika,” which the Ca- 
lypso towed to New York 
m 1959, making the first 
photographic record of 
the bottom of the Atlan- 
tic’s Rift Valley. 

In 1962 Cousteau and 
his team began experi- 
menting with underwater 
habitats, culminating in 
Conshelf in (1966). which 
enabled six men to live 
and work at a depth of 100 
metres for three weeks. 
The experiences were re- 
corded in the film World 
Without Sun and a televi- 
sion special which sparked 
the first award-winning 
documentary series The 
Undersea World Of 
Jacques Cousteau. 

From 1967 Calypso un- 
dertook extended voyages 
to the Red Sea, Indian 
Ocean, the South Atlantic, 
the Caribbean, Pacific, 
and Alaska, gathering ma- 
terial for new prog- 


rammes. 

Among the most highly 
praised were the four de- 
voted to the expedition 
Cousteau led to the Ant- 
arctic in 1972, Beneath 
The Frozen World, which 
showed for the first tune 
the sculptural beauty of 
ice formations under the 
sea. 

“Television is for me the 
greatest reward there is,” 
Cousteau once said. "With 
television, you know that 
on one evening 35 to 40 
million people are going to 
see dolphins.” 

Back in the 1960s, Cous- 
teau began voicing con- 
cern over pollution. “The 
sen is the universal sewer. 
All pollutants on land 
eventually reach the sea,” 
he said. “We risk poison- 
ing the sea forever just 
when we are learning her 
science, art and philoso- 
phy and how to live in her 
embrace.” 

He set up the Cousteau 
Society Conservationist 
Group in the United States 
to convey his message. In 
1977 he shared the Inter- 
national Environmental 
Prize awarded by the 
United Nations. 


Cambodian premier cool on U.S. efforts to try Pol Pot Whitewater investigator 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodia's first prime min- 
ister Wednesday appeared 
to reject U.S. efforts to 
brine Khmer Rouge leader 
Pol Pot before an interna- 
tional tribunal, saying the 
counin should not get in- 
volved’ in Cambodia's 
affairs. 

Prince Norodom Rana- 
riddh said the interests of 
Cambcdi3 were paramount 
when it came to deciding 
what should happen to the 
guerrilla strongman. 

"I am very' respectful to 
China and very respectful to 
the. United States but please 
don't get involved in our 
internal affairs" the- prince 
told reporters. 

“Everything must be done 
in conformity with the inter- 
ests of Cambodia and the 
people of Cambodia," 
Prince Ranariddh said. He 
did not elaborate. 

The United States was 
studying ways of bringing 
Mr. Pol Pot to trial on geno- 
cide charges, assuming he 
can be taken into custody. 
State Department officials 
said Tuesday. 

China hinted Tuesday it 


was opposed to the idea. A 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Mr. Poi 
Pot’s fate was an internal 
affair. 

"it should be decided by 
Cambodians themselves 
without foreign interfer- 
ence." Chinese Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman Cui Tian- 
kai told reporters in Beijing. 

Political analysts said 
China might be cool to an 
airing of information about 
its own dealings with Mr. 
Pol Pol 

Beijing was a key sup- 
porter of the Khmer Rouse 
1975-79 “killing fields" 
regime. 

The Pol Pot government 
was overthrown in early 
1979 by a Vietnamese inva- 
sion. 

China continued to sup- 
port the Khmer Rouge and 
two smaller non-Commu- 
nist guerrilla armies, includ- 
ing royalist forces, who 
together formed a "coalition 
government" and battled the 
Vietnamese army of occu- 
pation a Hanoi-backed gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh. 

The war was officially 
ended with a 1991 treaty. 


but the Khmer Rouge sub- 
sequently reneged on the 
peace process. 

Prince Ranariddh said 
negotiations on the fate of 
Mr. Pol Pot were continuing 
Wednesday with the Khmer 
Rouge splinter faction 
which turned against their 
ageing leader and detained 
him last week. 

Prince Ranariddh said 
Wednesday a negotiator 
was at the Anlong Veng 
stronghold in northern 
Cambodia where Mr. Pol 
Pot was being detained but 
said there was no time- 
frame^fbf'his hand-o vdr To’ r 
the government. '• ••- 7: 

Prince Ranariddh said the 
previous day that the Khmer'* 
Rouge splinter faction hold- 
ing Mr. Pol Pot had to hand 
him over within days if it 
wanted to strike an amnesty’ 
deal with the govemmenL_ 

Last Saturday the prince 
and his Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen an- 
nounced that Mr. Pol Pot, 
mastermind of the "killing 
fields" regime, had been 
captured by his former com- 
rades. 

The two premiers said he 


should be brought before an 
international tribunal and 
said they had written a letter 
to the secretary' general of 
the United Nations seeking 
the world body’s help in 
bringing to justice those res- 
ponsible for deaths during 
the period. 

More than one million 
Cambodians are estimated 
to have died from starva- 
tion. hard labour, torture or 
executions during Mr. Pol 
Pot’s rule. 

In their lerter to U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi An- 
nan, a copy of which was 
-Obtained by Reuters, the 
two Rimers said they were 
aware- of- the U.N.’s res- 
npflttse to genocide and 
crimes against humanity in 
Rwanda and the former 
Yugoslavia — a reference to 
tribunals set up by the U.N. 
Security Council — and 
asked for similar help. 

“We believe that crimes of 
this magnitude are of con- 
cern to all persons in the 
world as they greatly di- 
minish respect for the most 
basic human right, the right 
to life,” the two premiers 
said in their letter. 


Australian opposition calls for vote on republic 


CANBERRA (R) — Aus- 
tralia’s leftist opposition 
parties vowed Wednesday 
to push for an early popular 
vote on this former British 
colony becoming a republic, 
as political brawling threat- 
ened to sink an official de- 
bate on the issue. 

The Labour opposition 
and the Australian Democ- 
rats. a key bloc in the upper 
house of parliament, said 
they would propose a refer- 
endum within two years on 
whether or not Queen Eli- 
zabeth should be ditched as 
head of state. 

Conservative Prime Mi- 
nister John Howard has 
threatened to cancel u 152- 
member Republic Conven- 
tion over Labour and De- 
mocrat insistence on a com- 
pulsory' vote for the 76 elec- 
ted delegates, instead of the 
\oluntary postal ballot sug- 
gested by government. 

The remaining 76 places 


in the convention originally 
planned for late this year are 
reserved for government 
appointees. 

Opposition leader Kim 
Beazley said voters should 
be able to decide on a re- 
public with minima] politi- 
cal interference. 

“Our concern is that the 
Australian people get a 
chance to express their 
views." he told reporters. 

“It’s time the politicians 
took one step aside from 
this, asked people directly 
what it is that they ... want- 
ed.” 

Although Australia is 
independent its constitution 
was passed as an act of the 
British parliament and its 
head of state is the ruling 
British monarch, not an 
Australian. 

Mr. Howard’s Liberal- 
National Coalition commit- 
ted itself to a convention on 
the republic while cam- 


paigning against pro-Re- 
publican Labour Prime Mi- 
nister Paul Keating last 
year. . 

But parliament’s upper 
house, the Senate, amended 
the coalition legislation to 
insist on a compulsory vote 
with electors attending offi- 
cial polling stations, as is 
the case for all government 
elections in Australia. 

The coalition, which can 
still overturn the Senate 
amendment in the lower 
house, said it would aban- 
don the convention rather 
than give in. 

The government has said 
abandoning or delaying the 
convention would necessar- 
ily not rule out a popular 
vote on the issue in time for 
the 2001 centenary of 
nationhood. 

It has also threatened an 
early election over the issue 
— which it can do if the 
Senate again rejects or 


changes its plan — although 
most analysts believe this 
unlikely. 

Labour and the Demdcrats 
said they would introduce 
legislation in both houses 
calling for a national popu- 
lar vote on a republic at the 
next election or within two 
years. 

The next election is due 
by May, 1999, but is expect- 
ed to be held late in 1998 
under loose electoral timing 
rules. 

The government’s over- 
whelming majority in par- 
liament's lower house, the 
House of Representatives, 
means the Labour-Democ- 
rat push cannot win the nec- 
essary approval of both 
houses. 

But success in the Senate, 
where leftist Greens and a 
sympathetic independent 
hold the balance of power, 
would provide strong moral 
support for their campaign. 


Canberra diplomats told to hit Hanson — official 


CANBERRA <R) — Aus- 
tralia's foreign service has 
been ordered to counter race 
row politician Pauline Han- 
son at every chance despite 
Canberra’s low-key public 
stand against the controver- 
sial MP. an official said 
Wednesday. 

The official, at the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, said the government 
was secretly translating 
speeches and other informa- 
tion discrediting Mrs. Han- 
son to be given to foreign 
governments and media, as 
well as rebutting her poli- 
cies. 

“We've been told to coun- 
ter Hanson,'* said the offi- 
cial. who declined to be 
named. 

Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward. attacked for failing to 


act swiftly and firmly 
enough against Mrs. Han- 
son when she sparked a di- 
visive race row last year, 
this week abandoned a plan 
to denounce her in a key 
speech during an official 
visit to London. 

Defending his stand- Mr. 
Howard warned that pub- 
licly taking on Mrs. Hanson 
would only boost her stand- 
ing and credibility. 

“I mean, every time you 
talk about it it gets another 
run and everybody says 
‘isn't this ridiculous and 
outrageous and terrible’, ’’ 
he told reporters in London 
this week. 

“So you’re really caught 
between the devil and the 
deep blue sea." 

But the foreign service 
has been quietly told to 


counter Mrs, Hanson and 
spread information discred- 
iting her. 

“We've had an order from 
senior levels to run a cam- 
paign that counters what 
Hanson is saying,” the offi- 
cial said. 

As part of this strategy, a 
speech by a senior govern- 
ment member linking Mrs. 
Hanson to right-wing ex- 
tremists was translated into 
Mandarin and given to Chi- 
nese authorities. 

Government leaders, inc- 
luding Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Trade Minister Tim 
Fischer, have warned Mrs. 
Hanson was undermining 
Australia’s prosperity by 
jeopardising trade links 
with the booming Asia-Pa- 
cific region. 

Mrs. Hanson says Austra- 


lia is in danger of being 
swamped by Asian immi- 
grants. wants all immigra- 
tion halted, and objects to 
foreign investment 

After being dumped by 
Mr. Howard's Liberal Party 
for comments seen as racist 
during the 1996 election, 
the small-town fish and chip 
shop owner was elected to 
parliament as an indepen- 
dent but has now formed 
her own far-right party, One 
Nation. 

Leading opinion polls 
now show One Nation has 
about 10 per cent support, 
enough to oust the Austra- 
lian Democrats as the third 
force in domestic politics if 
that is maintained to the 
next election, due by mid- 
1999. 


probing Clinton’s 
alleged trysts — report 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Whitewater investigator 
Kenneth Starr has been questioning former Arkansas state 
troopers and a dozen women about President Bill Clinton’s 
alleged extramarital affairs, a newspaper said Wednesday. 

It is the first time in Mr. Starr's three-year probe into the 
failed Arkansas real estate venture which has been dogging 
the Clintons that Mr. Stair has shifted his questioning to 
such personal areas, sources close to the probe told the 
Washington Post 

The alleged affairs being looked into are said to have 
taken place when Mr. Clinton was Arkansas governor in 
the 1980s and eaiiy 1990s. 

Mr. Starr’s investigators have ''been questioning two 
Arkansas state troopers who were assigned. to Mr. Clinton 
during his tenure as governor and 12 to 15 women, includr 
ing Paula Corbin Jones, who is suing Mr Clinton for 
alleged sexual harassment in 1991. 

Trooper Roger Perry, who said the new line of question- 
ing began this spring, questioned the investigators’ motives 
in an interview with the Daily. 

“In the past, I thought they were trying to get to the bot- 
tom of Whitewater ” Mr. Perry said. “This last time, I was 
left with the impression that they wanted to show he was a 
womaniser ... all they wanted to talk about was women." 

He said he told investigators that he and other troopers 
either drove Mr. Clinton or provided vehicles to transport 
him to clandestine meetings with “seven or eight” of the 
women on the prosecutors' list 
Mr. Clinton’s wife, Hillary, was either out of town (Little 
Rock) or asleep during the rendezvous, the trooper said. 

The other officer, Ronald Anderson, told the Daily that 
during his interrogations he refused to answer questions 
about Mr. Clinton's personal relationships. ‘1 said, ‘if he’s 
done something illegal. I will tell you. But I’m not going to 
answer a question about women that he knew because I just 
don’t feel like it’s anybody’s business.’” 

Mr. Starr’s office said investigators were merely trying to 
find people Mr. Clinton was close to during the 19S0s and 
early 1990s to ask them what Mr. Clinton might have told 
them about the Whitewater investment 

House gives U.S. only 
one more year in Bosnia 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. House of Representatives 
Tuesday voted to cut off funds for U.S. military operations in 
Bosnia next June despite warnings by the Pentagon that a 
mandatory date to withdraw from the region would place U.S. 
troops in jeopardy. 

The House voted 278- 14S to cut off funding for the U.S. 
mission on June 30, 1998 after rejecting by a 231- J 96 vote an 
alternative to speed withdrawal of U.S. ground troops by Dec. 
31. 1997. The cutoff date was added to a bill that authorises 
spending of $268.2 billion for all U.S. military programmes in 
1998 which the House is expected to pass Wednesday. 

President Bill Clinton has told Congress that U.S. participa- 
tion in the UJM. peacekeeping mission must end by raid- June 
next year, but lawmakers said they wanted to force him to 
request an extension from Congress if he decided the troops 
should remain longer 

National Security Committee Chairman Floyd Spence, 
Republican of South Carolina, argued the administration was 
already guilty of ‘‘broken promises” on the Bosnia mission 
with earlier extensions of U.S. involvement 
Office of Management and Budget Director Franklin 
Raines said administration officials would recommend the 
president veto the 1998 Defence Authorisation Bill if the 
Bosnia withdrawal amendment were included in the final ver- 
sion. 

“Such an amendment could jeopardise the safety of our 
troops and da m age our national security interests,” Mr 
Raines wrote in a letter that also represented U.S. military 
officials. 3 

“It would seriously undercut the U.S. commitment to help 
implement the Dayton Peace Accord and successfully com- 
plete the NATO-led mission in Bosnia, resulting in a serious 
loss in U.S. credibility with the Bosnian parties, with our 
allies, and with other countries participating in the stabilisa- 
tion force operation,” he said. 

Democrat Lee Hamilton of Ohio argued that the Bosnia 
amendment undermined U.S. efforts. “It sends the opponents 
of peace the message they want to hear, ‘just wait and U.S 
troops will go.'” 

He also aigued that Congress was in danger of weakening 
U.S. leadership in NATO. “No one in this chamber can pn? 
diet today what the circumstances in Bosnia will be on a date 
in the future. It is folly to require American forces to be out of 
there on a certain date " Mr. Hamilton, senior Democrat on 
the International Relations Committee, sad during the debate 


Injury toll rises to 94 
in Austrian rail crash 

VIENNA (R) — Over 90 people were injured, many of 
them children, when two trains collided in the region of 
Arbing in Upper Austria, state television reported 
Wednesday. 

The Red Cross said as many as 94 people were hurt in 
Tuesday’s crash, 30 seriously. Many of the casualties were 
children returning from school outings. 

Some of the injured were flown to hospital by helicopter, 
the television said. 

The accident happened when one of the train drivers 
failed to heed a stop signal when leaving Arbing Railway 
Station, it added. 


Chicago heat wave partly 
blamed for four deaths 


CHICAGO (R) — The first 
heat wave in the Midwest 
this summer was partly 
blamed Tuesday for four 
deaths in Chicago and the 
authorities urged people to 
take special precautions in 
the sweltering weather. 

A surge in demand for air 
conditioning strained elec- 
tricity supplies and utility 
companies appealed to 
users to conserve as much 
energy as possible. 

The decomposing body of 
a 34-year-old man who died 
from a heart attack was dis- 
covered in a Chicago resi- 
dential hotel adding to the 
three deaths over the week- 
end from heart failure 
where heat stress was listed 
as a secondary cause. 

Since a record-breaking 
July 1995 heat wave was 
blamed for contributing to 
as many as 700 deaths in 
Chicago, officials have 
been sensitive to the threat 
posed by hot weather. 

Temperatures surpassed 
90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 
degrees Celsius) for the 
fifth consecutive day in the 
city and high humidity 
made for oppressive condi- 
tions. The heat followed an 
abnormally cold spring that 
gave residents little time to 


adjust. 

The city issued an ozone 
watch, asking drivers to 
take public transportation 
and requesting that resi- 
dents check on elderly or 
vulnerable neighbours. 

Northern Illinois’ electric 
utility. Commonwealth Edi- 
son. a unit of UNICOM 
Corp, asked users to wait 
until evening to operate 
dishwashers and washing 
machines, and to switch off 
uuneeded lights. 

The company predicted 
peak usage Tuesday would 
overtake Monday's 17,700 
megawatts, and it had taken 
the precaution of purchas- 
ing 3,000 megawatts ofsur- - 
plus power from East Coast 
utilities. The all-time high 
usage for the Chicago- 
based utility was 19,212 
megawatts during the sum- 
mer of 1995. 

Thunderstorms were ex- 
pected to help break the 
heat spell later this week 
across the Midwest. Mil- 
waukee residents hoped the 
storms would skip past 
southeast Wisconsin, after a 
weekend in which up to 25 
centimetres of rain flooded 
11,000 homes and caused 
an estimated $20 million in 
damages. 


Queen Elizabeth marks 
Newfoundland anniversary 
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MFN, 




collapsing 
boycott 
boosts 
H. Kong 

HONG KONG iR f — 
Hong Kong’s government. 
m-waiting was handed a 
twm victory Wednesday 
after the United States ex- 
tended trading privileges to 
China and a British attempt 
to organise a boycott of its 
swearing-in ' ceremony 
crumbled. 

News that the U.S. House 
of Representatives had vo- 
ted to renew Beijing’s Most 
Favoured Nation ~ (MFN) 
trading status for another 
year was a major boost to 
Hong Kong, which lives off 
trade with the mainland. 

The new government of 
Hong Kong, which Britain 
hands to China at midnight 
on June 30, will be freed 
from fears of being caught 
in the middle of a trade war 
between the world's most 
populous and most power- 
ful nations. 

Separately, Washington 
announced "that its consul 
genera] in Hong Kong 
would attend the investiture 
of the Beijing-picked legis- 
lature that will push aside a 
democraiically-electe body. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright reaf- 
firmed she would still shun 
the event, but Britain’s bid 
to organise an international 
boycott lay in tatters. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman in Hong Kong 
indicated that London, too, 
may relent and send an offi- 
cial — although not visiting 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
or Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
hailed the. House vote, 
which rejected by 259 to 1 73 
a measure -that would have 
overturfie(J4fik' decision! w 
extend MFN to China. 

“The right way tq^ en- 
courage further progress in 
China is not to cut China 
off but to draw China in," 
he said. 

Samuel Berger, the White 
House national security ad- 
viser, said the vote sig- 
nalled That “we can’t ignore 
a quarter of the world's 
people." There was jubila- 
tion in Hong Kong, where 
the stock market has been 
booming as Britain retreats 
from its last major colonial 
outpost after a rule lasting 
more than 150 years. 

“We are very pleased with 
the result.” the government 
said in a statement The 
renewal of China's MFN 
status always matters great- 
ly to Hong Kong, but h has 
never mattered more than 
this year when Hong Kong 
will embark on a new' chap- 
ter in its history.” 

Renewal "goes a long 
way to ensure the continued 
economic vibrancy of Hong 
Kong during the handover 
period," it added. 

Hong Kong, the world’s 
seventh largest trading eco- 
nomy, stood to lose up to 
S30 billion a year in trade 
and related revenues. “It's 
great news, the MFN sea- 
son is always unpredicta- 
ble," said Mitch Pre snick, a 
partner with Warren Wil- 
liams International Public 
Affairs Consultant 

MFN critics wanted to 
p unis h China over its hu- 
man rights record, trade 
imbalance with the United 
States and tensions with 
Taiwan. 

An official in Washington 
explained the decision to 
send Consul General Ri- 
chard Boucher to the swea- 
ring-in ceremony by saying 
“he has to work, for better 
or worse, with the new leg- 
islature.” 

But Mrs. Albright warned 
Communist China that its 
handling of vibrantly capi- 
talist Hong Kong under a 
“one country, two systems” 
formula would act as a 
barometer for Sino-U.S. 
ties. 

Foreign Office spokes- 
man Bill Dickson indicated 
that Britain might back 
down and send an official. 

“We're still considering. 
There's absolutely no 
prospect of a minister 
attending , we’ve made that 

perfectly dear. But ai this 
stage we’re still consider- 
ing.” 



Melissa Drexler leaves the courthouse with her attorney Steven Secare after her 
arraignment hearing at the Monmouth County Courthouse in Freehold Tuesday. Ms. 
Drexler was charged with the murder of her newborn son which she secretly deli- 
vered in a bathroom stall at her school the night of her prom. She surrendered her- 
self to the Monmouth County prosecutor's office Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

U.S. teen accused of murdering newborn 


FREEHOLD fR)-AU.S. 
teenager who delivered her 
baby in a bathroom during 
her senior prom was 
charged with murder after 
an autopsy indicated the in- 
fant was asphyxiated, au- 
thorities said. 

Melissa Drexler, 18. went 
to her senior prom on June 
6, where she gave binh to a 
boy in a bathroom of a ban- 
quet hall in Aberdeen 
Township, New Jersey, au- 
thorities said. She had kept 
her pregnancy secret. 

The girl went back to the 
dance, and a cleaning wo- 
man found the baby’s body 
in a garbage bag. 

“The child was alive when 
he was bom,” said John 
Kaye, Monmouth County 
prosecutor. 

A report by the local med- 
ical examiner, released 


Tuesday, indicated the baby 
died from asphyxiation, and 
the death was ruled a homi- 
cide. Me Kaye said. 

The baby boy was full 
term and local hospital offi- 
cials determined it had no 
abnormalities, he said. 

The baby could have been 
strangled or suffocated by 
the plastic bag he was pm 
inside, Mr. Kaye said. 

“We are certain the baby 
: was alive after it was boraL” 
he said; “When jtxsased-.to 
be alive, we cannot say.” ‘ 

“It fits the definition of 
‘knowing murder'," the 
prosecutor said. 

The teen, a vocational 
high school student who 
lives in Forked River, New 
Jersey, surrendered to au- 
thorities Tuesday morning, 
he said. She was charged 
with milrder and endanger- 


ing a child, he said. 

If convicted, she faces a 
possible life prison sen- 
tence. Mr. Kaye said it was 
unlikely prosecutors would 
seek the death penalty. 

Ms. Drexler arrived at her 
senior prom wearing a 
loose-fitting black dress and 
gave birth Tn a locked bath- 
room stall, but told friends 
nothing was wrong, author- 
ities said. 

She returned to the prom, 
where she requested the 
disc jockey play a song by 
the heavy metal rock band 
Metal! ica called Nothing 
Else Matters. 

Maintenance workers no- 
ticed the blood in the tiled 
bathroom and then found the 
body in the trash. Confron- 
ted after the discovery of the 
blood, the teen admitted giv- 
ing birth, authorities said. 


Sinn Fein wants to clarify 
Northern Ireland arms plan 


BELFAST (R; — Sinn Fein, the IRA’s politi- 
cal arm, Wednesday cautiously welcomed 
British moves to achieve a new Northern 
Ireland peace but signalled that it would need 
talks with London to clarify them. 

In Lurgan town in County Armagh, securi- 
ty sources said that bomb disposal offices 
were preparing to examine a suspicious 
object after an overnight blast in a car park 
while a British Security Forces patrol was in 
the area. No-one was hurt. 

A week ago the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) shot dead two police patrolmen in the 
town throwing the province's peace hopes into 
disarray and provoking a decision by Britain to 
cut off low-level contacts with Sinn Fein. 

Mitchell McLaughlin. Sinn Fein chairman, 
said hours ahead of a keynote announcement 
by British Prime Minister Tony Blair that if a 
long-running wrangle over disarmament were 
resolved, it would boost prospects for an Irish 
Republican .Army ceasefire. 

Mr. Blair is scheduled to make a parliamen- 
tary statement about how the thorny issue of 
“arms decommissioning" would be tackled in 
the event of a long-sought cessation of vio- 
lence by the IRA which is waging a war 
against British rule in Northern Ireland. 

Mr. McLaughlin, in a telephone interview 
with Reuters, said Sinn Fein had not seen Mr. 
Blair’s statement or an Anglo-Irish strategy 
for disarmament, and that its only knowledge 
was based on briefings, whose source be did 
not identify. 

He said that Britain seemed “to have large- 
ly accepted the logic of the position thai Sinn 
Fein have been arguing for some considerable 
time, that disarmament discussions should 
properly and legitimately take place along- 


side all other issues — that is within a negoti- 
ating process." 

Asked about the possibility of Sinn Fein 
approaching the IRA for a new ceasefire, Mr. 
McLaughlin replied: “We had four main areas 
of concern. If Tony Blair addresses them all 
this afternoon, we will have taken a giant step 
in that direction." 

Sinn Fein is demanding a seat in all-party 
talks, a fixed time frame for the discussions, 
release of “political prisoners” and guarantees 
that talks will not be “a decommissioning” 
conference. 

Me McLaughlin said Sinn Fein would con- 
sider Mr. Blair's statement carefully but he 
strongly hinted that a further meeting would 
be needed with British officials. 

“We note with approval that Tony Blair 
took the trouble yesterday to explain his 
thinking to David Trimble and John Hume 
and they represent major constituencies. 

“Sinn Fein has a constituency that is 
absolutely crucial on this whole issue...If we 
are to give leadership, we are entitled to know 
what the British prime minister's thinking is. 
It is a matter for the British to decide how we 
are going to get this elucidation." 

Mr. Blair Tuesday held meetings at his 
London official residence with Mr. Trimble, 
head of the Ulster Unionist Party which 
speaks for most of the province’s pro-British 
majority, and Mr. Hume, leader of the Ca- 
tholic Social Democratic and Labour Party. 

Mr. Trimble gave hopes of a breakthough a 
spurt when he "said that he would accept the 
idea of “parallel decommissioning" by the 
IRA alongside round-table negotiations. 
Previously he had iroristed on guns being sur- 
rendered before Sinn Fein could gel a scat 


Sri Lankan rebels counterattack 


COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least 167 government sol- 
diers and rebels have been 
killed and over 100 wound- 
ed as Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
attacked government forces 
tjying to carve a route into 
northern Sri Lanka, officials 
said Wednesday. 

Hundreds of gunmen from 
the Liberation Tige rs o f 
Tamil Eelam (LITE) 
stormed army bunker lines 
ai Periyamadu as troops 
closed in on a rebel-held 
town nearby overnight 


Tuesday, official sources 
said. 

There has been very 
heavy close-quarter fight- 
ing." a military official said. 
The initial estimate is that 
about 30 soldiers were killed 
and another 100 were 
wounded. The situation is 
now under control.” 

Ground commanders esti- 
mated that about 100 rebels 
were killed in the counter- 
offensive mounted by the 
army, officials said 
Another 30 rebels and 


seven government soldiers 
were killed in a separate bat- 
tle in the same area Tuesday, 
the Defence Ministry said in 
a statement 

An array colonel was 
among those killed by the 
Tigers, the sources said the 
highest ranking officer 
killed since the security 
forces bunched their “Sure 
Of Victory" offensive on 
May 13 to capture a key 
highway through rebel-held 
territory. 


Taleban jet bombs Rabbani’s 
HQ in northern Afghanistan 


KABUL (AFP) — A lone 
Taleban jet Wednesday 
bombed Taloqan. the head- 
quarters of former President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
northern Afghanistan, nor- 
thern sources said. 

The jet. believed to be a 
Russian-made Sukhoi Su- 
22, reportedly dropped at 
least four bombs on the cen- 
tral parade ground of the 
Takhar provincial capital, 
410 kilometres north of 
Kabul. 

No casualties or damage 
was reponed in the attack, 
which may have large tied 
the military helicopters Mr. 
Rabbani’s top Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood keeps 
parked there. 

Taloqan is a picturesque 
but rural iowti that exists on 
a thriving trade in salt, 
wheat, rice and livestock. 
On weekly market days the 
central parade ground is 
packed with traders and 
local fanners. 

Mr. Rabbani and bis gov- 
ernment retreated to Talo- 
qan in September 1996 after 
being ousted from Kabul by 
the Islamic militants, who 
currently control 22 of Af- 
ghanistan's 32 provinces. 

To the west of Takhar, 
control of neighbouring 
Kunduz province was 
seized by local pro-Taleban 
commanders last week, 
backed by an expeditionary 


force of Muslim militants 
based in Baghian to the 
south. 

Reports of Taleban rein- 
forcements Nfing airlifted 
into Kunduz airport have 
not yet been independently 
confirmed. 

Commander Masood’s of- 
ficial spokesman has told 
journalists that a Taleban 
presence would “not be tol- 
erated" in Kunduz or Bach- 
lan province. 

A Taleban ministerial 
spokesman in Kabul Tues- 
day rejected power-sharing 
w ith Afghan opposition fac- 
tions. 

The opposing attitudes 
leave little room for current 
efforts by the United Na- 
tions and neighbouring 
countries to bring the war- 
ring sides to the negotiating 
table. 

The factional Afghan con- 
flict is now in its 1 Sth year. 

Britain Wednesday ac- 
cused the Taleban of "profit- 
ing from the heroin trade 
and called on the Islamic 
militia to declare their de- 
termination to end drugs 
production in their country. 

“Drugs money replenish- 
es the Taleban war chest." 
wrote Foreign Office Mi- 
nister Derek" Fatchett in an 
article published in ihe 
Guardian newspaper. 

“The heroin that reaches 
the United Kingdom comes 


largely from opium grown 
in the southern regions of 
Afghanistan, which the Ta- 
leban control." he said. 

“The Taleban say poor 
farmers rely on poppy pro- 
duction for a secure income, 
but — partly because opium 
poppy is being grown — 
Afghanistan requires food 
aid" wrote Mr. Fatchett. 

“The Taleban say they are 
inspired by Mam. It is time 
for them to prove this. It is 
impossible for the outsider 
to sec how they can recon- 
cile their religious princi- 
ples with drug-trafficking 

The minister added that 
the militia's readiness to 
tackle the drugs trade u ould 
be “a crucial' factor in the 
international community's 
assessment of them as a 
potential government with 
which it can have dealings." 

And he said that in the 
long-term, md to the coun- 
try would depend on Af- 
ghan cooperation in efforts 
to curb drugs production 
and trafficking. 

Meanwhile, the l\\. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees i UNHCR* said 
Tuesday up to 4.030 refu- 
gees, many of them wound- 
ed. crossed into Turkmenis- 
tan overnight alter fleeing 
fighting in Afghanistan. 

A UNHCR employee in 
Turkmenistan’s capital Ash- 
khabad said the civilians 


were "mostly women, el- 
derly and children" and that 
four women who hud been 
wounded had received med- 
ical care from Turkmen 
Burdcr Guards. 

“The Taleban have cap- 
tured several villages close 
to the Murgliab River in 
Afghan i.stun." the UNHCR 
official sard, adding that the 
Muruchak village on the 
frontier was now in the 
Islamic militia's possession 

Russian news agency In- 
terfax said Turkmenistan's 
security torces were prepar- 
ing to return the refugees 
across the border. 

Meanwhile, two deputy 
foreign ministers from Iran 
were separately travelling 
around the region, holding 
meetings ahead ut a possi- 
ble U.S. conference oil the 
Afghanistan crisis. 

The foreign ministries ot 
Kazakhstan. Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan continued that the 
Irani. in deputy foreign min- 
isters. Abbas Maliki juJ 
Allahiiddin Bumdierdi, were 
making contact with then 
governments, and that ol 
Turkmenistan, without giv- 
ing further information 

Last week. Gulur Aviib 
Khan, the foreign minister 
of Pakistan, which is sym- 
pathetic to the Taleban and 
recognises it .is Afghanis- 
tan’s official government, 
made a similar tour. 


Chilean Air Force rescues 250 people from Andes 


SANTIAGO (R) — Chilean Air Force helicopters Tuesday 
rescued more than 250 people who were trapped by blizzards 
for six days at a border crossing high in the Andes on the 
frontier with Argentina, said military’ officials. 

Most of the people were stranded at the remote Los 
Libertadores border station on the Chilean- Argentine border 
after heavy snow Thursday forced them to abandon the cars, 
buses and trucks in which they were travelling. 

“The majority of people were in quite good state, although 
two suffered health problems during the rescue.” said air 
force spokesman Jose Cifuentes. 

A policeman had to be treated for hypothermia and an older 
woman who had recently undergone heart surgery suffered 
from high blood pressure, be said. 

Four helicopters took pardon the rescue mission which took 
advantage of the first long break in the weather after nearly a 
week of violent storms and high winds. 


Police airlifted around 30 people, mainly women and chil- 
dren. io safety Sunday but the flights hail io be suspended 
after tile weather closed in. 

Most of the people were heading through the pass w hen the 
blizzard bit. forcing them to stop at ihe customs building. 
Others were trapped in a refuge near the Crisio Redentor 
Tunnel or at a ski resort a few miles down the road. 

The break in the torrential rains allowed rivers to subside 
and reduced the risk of further flooding which forced t>3.00U 
'people to flee their homes, said the National Emergency 
Office (ONEMIl. 

“Rivers, canals and dams have shown water levels lending 
towards normal in the last few hours which has cut consider- 
ably the risk of more floods said ONEM1 in a statement. 

The government declared a slate of catastrophe Monday in 
Santiago and seven central regions to release emergency 
funds to deal w ith the crisis. 
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Halt inhuman practice 

THERE SEEMS to be no limit to how some 
people can go in condoning and perpetrat- 
ing inhuman practices. This week, the 
Egyptian a dminis trative court overturned 
a one-year-old ban on circumcision and 
made of body mutilation a legal exercise. 

In its verdict, the Egyptian court said the 
health minister, Ismail Sallam, had 
‘‘abused power” when he banned, and con- 
sequently criminalised, the practice last 
year. 

It is very surprising to see that a court of 
law, which should be a symbol of justice, 
can give legal foundation for such cruel 
practice that at times in the past had led to 
not only mutilation but also death of young 
girls. 

What is more painful is that Islamists in 
Egypt, who concurred that the excision of 
all or part of the clitoris and sometimes the 
labia is legal and allowable even though 
“Islam did not advocate it,” hailed the 
court ruling as a victory for Islam. 

But how can curcumcision be a victory 
for Islam and Muslims when the first task 
Prophet Mohammad undertook was the 
elimination of all malpractices against 
women, on top of which was the tradition 
of burying female babies alive during the 
Jahliyya days. And how can mutilation be a 
victory for Muslims when it is in stark con-, 
tradiction with all human rights and reli- 
gious principles? 

Circumcision cannot be Islamic since it is 
also applied on Christian girls in Egypt In 
addition, non-African Muslims do not even 
know what the practice means. It is not the 
sole responsibility of human rights organi- 
sations and women activists to defend and 
fight inhuman practices. It is the major 
responsibility of Muslims worldwide to 
stand together against such practices as 
female circumcision and killings of honour 
which is tantamount to legalising killing of 
women in the name of religion, tradition 
and nomadic ethics. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour has criticised Jordan 
Television for what he calls poor coverage of the events 
in Lebanon, especially the Israeli daily airraids on the 
country's southern regions. Various world television 
networks continually provide footage of the raids, 
showing the viewers various scenes of destruction and 
showing the misery which Israel causes to Arab people 
through its continued aggression, said Yousef Abu Loz. 
Bui Jordan Television often opts for covering a traffic 
accident in Italy or the deliberations of the Chinese 
parliament rather than presenting to the Jordanian peo- 
ple reports in which they take interest and develop- 
ments in a neighbouring Arab state. It goes without 
saying that Jordan's local events are not covered by 
other nations' television stations, which naturally focus 
attention on- their own countries' developments at the 
domestic and international fronts, according to the 
writer. He said that the Jordanians are keen on follow- 
ing up on the raids and other serious developments in 
the Arab region, adding that Jordan Television, which 
receives detailed reports about the raids, as well as 
other important events, ought to cater to the desires of 
its viewers and respond to their demands. 

A WRITER for AI Ra’i daily Wednesday supported a 
call by the Islamic movement to allow international 
observers to monitor the coming general elections. 
Fahed Fanek said that the interior minister's claim that 
the presence of such observers would mean interfer- 
ence in the country’s internal affairs is illogical 
because these observers normally enjoy the high repu- 
tation of being neutral and axe well prepared to moni- 
tor elections due to their vast experience and their 
integrity and honesty. Indeed, the presence of such 
observers would be in the interest of the government 
itself, as well as that of the opposition parties, because 
these parties would not dare say later that irregularities 
had occurred in the voting procedure and the observers 
who are monitoring the situation will be in a position 
to give a clean bill, attesting to fair and free elections, 
said the writer. He noted that most of the elections that 
took place in developing countries, including Jordan, 
over die past 50 years came under suspicion in varying 
degrees. The general elections in November will be, 
anyway, under the close watch of the local and interna- 
tional media which sometimes does not reflect the 
actual situation, said the writer, but international and 
neutral observers have a great credibility and are trust- 
ed to give the world a factual report on the elections 
and their results. 


View from Academia 
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Learning, life and the surroundings 


WE HAVE, for some time now, been talking a lot about 
tying education to daily life, emphasising that schools 
and universities should — if not first and foremost, at 
least in part — prepare our students for their future life. If 
education does not train us to deal with the small details 
and needs of daily life effectively, what is its use? 

We have also been talking a lot about tying education to 
the environment around us. Interest in the environment 
has been hi ghl y prioritised in our public discourse, as 
have been official schemes and plans. 

But unless we implement what we talk about, and 
unless our slogans and ideals are translated into daily 
realities, our unacceptable conditions remain as they have 
been and as they now are. 

The issue I wish to raise is tied directly to education and 
daily life and with education and the environment 
It is a fact, an unflattering one no doubt that we in this 
part of the world do not know how to deal with the small 
de tails and needs of daily life and how to deal with our 
immediate surroundings and environment 
When our watch stops, we (by “we" l mean the majori- 
ty; do not know how to open its cover and replace the 
dead battery. If an electric outlet goes dead, we do not 
know how to unscrew it and put the wires back in place. 
When our car stops because the fan bell breaks, we do not 
know how to install the new one (let alone make do of die 
oldV. some do not know how to change a flat tyre. When 
the door handle gets stuck, we hire a carpenter to replace 
it. When the faucet drips, we call the plumber. We do not 
take our temperature when sick, and we cannot measure 
our blood pressure. 


By contrast, we hear of individuals in other societies 
who, themselves, remodel their homes, change the car oil, 
make their own tables and chairs, fix their own radios, 
paint their own houses, build their own fences, etc. 

Why is the situation in our part of the world the way it 
is? _ 

There are many reasons. One is social. Our present cul- 
ture spoils u$ a great deal through making us reliant on 
others for most of the things we do. Until now, most 
young men and women (especially the young men) rely 
on their mothers not only when it comes to cooking meals 
but also when it comes to making sandwiches or boiling 
eggs. 

The main reason, however, is educational. Much of 
what we have been learning (the picture is more or less 
the samp today) is theoretical. When we were taught 
about electricity, we read about it in books. When we 
were tanghr about the desert, we read about it in books. 

It is f unny that I, for one, have lived most of my life in 
this part of the world (which is supposed to be desert for 
the most pan of it) and the image of the desert in my mind 
has been formed largely through films like “Lawrence of 
Arabia.” For a long time, I found it difficult to believe, for 
example, that the areas to the east of Zarqa are desert. 
Desert for me was sand. 

There is a great deal of “technical”, “vocational” or 
“practical” ignorance in our part of the world because our 
school and university syllabi have for a long time been 
without any emphasis on technical, vocational and practi- 
cal education. 

But the point about the desert illustrates clearly the 


‘Governments should compete with 
Islamic parties rather than ban them’ 


Following is an editorial 
that has appeared in the 
International Herald 

Tribune: 


nations, Islamic movements 
appeal to non-fundamental- 
ists disgusted with the cor- 
ruption and inefficiency of 
traditional parties. 

Governments often use bans 
to eliminate the opposition. 


make Turkey an Is lami c 
nation, given formidable 
opposition to that course in 
Turkish society. Yet the mil- 
itary. which has staged three 
coups since 1960, pressed 
Mr. Erbakan to shut down 


THE RESIGNATION of Governments often use bans coups since 1960, pressed 
Turkish Prime Minister to eliminate the opposition. Mr. Erbakan to shut down 

Necmettin Erbakan stems 

from a conflict, now bedev- 
illing much of the Muslim « Governments can blame themselves for 

World, over how much free- . , . . 

dom to grant Islamic the nse of Islamic parties . In societies 
pont“r^m« d in Turkey' intolerant of dissent, the mosque is often 
the secular military pres- the only place where people can speak 

sured Mr. Erbakan, who r ^ _ * 

heads^ an Islamist party, to freely ana organise. In Turkey, Egypt 

’ an&other nations, Islamic movements 

n on-fundamentalists disgusted 

including Algeria. Tunisia with the corruption and inefficiency of 


and Egypt, ban some 
Islamic parties outright. 
Muslim nations are right to 
be wary of groups - that 
might impose dictatorships 
if they reached power. But 
such bans can end up creat- 
ing repressive police states 
in the name of preventing 
them. They can also help 
radicalise Islamic move- 
ments that might otherwise 
play by democratic rules. 

Governments can blame 
themselves for the rise of 
Islamic parties. In societies 
intolerant of dissent the 
mosque is often the only 
place where people can 
speak freely and organise. 
In Turkey, Egypt and other 


traditional parties. Governments often 
use bans to eliminate the opposition ” 


There is reason to ban 
movements that use terror- 
ism or seek to seize power 
so as to impose dictatorship. 
But many do not. The 
Islamic Action Front in 
Jordan, for example, com- 
petes in elections. Turkey’s 
Islamic party played by 
democratic rules. It won 
more than 21 per cent of the 
vote and governed in coali- 
tion with a secular party. 

There was little danger 
that Mr. Erbakan would 


government-sponsored reli- 
gious schools that have been 
open for years, and to crack 
down on religious expres- 
sion, such as the wearing of 
head scarves in government 
offices. 

Efforts to suppress Islamic 
movements are common. In 
1995, Egypt arrested the 
most charismatic leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, a 
popular, relatively moderate 
group that condemns vio- 
lence. The Tunisian govern- 


ment has arrested thousands 
of members and sympathis- 
ers of Nahdha. an Islamic 
party that behaved democra- 
tically. 

The risk of banning mod- 
erate Islamic movements 
and expression is that such 
steps can end up radicalis- 
ing them. Like most politi- 
cal groups. Islamic organi- 
sations do not disappear 
when they are banned. They 
simply turn to methods 
other than politics. The cru- 
ellest example is Algeria, 
where the government can- 
' 1992 ” 

rather than allow victory by ■ 
an alliance of moderate and 
fundamentalist Islamic 
groups. The alliance was , 
then outlawed and its lead- 
ers jailed. Its radicals turned 
to terrorism, and the gov- 
ernment responded in land. 
The ensuing bloodbath has 
killed 60,000 people. 

No government should sit 
back while terror groups or 
those promising dictator- 
ship seek to take power. It is 
not always evident when 
these dangers exist It is 
dear, however, that govern- 
ments in the Middle East 
and North Africa have often 
used this excuse to club the 
opposition. They should 
instead compete with 
Islamic parties by making 
their own administrations 
more competent and honest. 


Globalisation: Real benefits , 
but also real costs for many 


By Fred Hiatt 

WASHINGTON — Opposing 
trade liberalisation is counter- 
productive as a response to 
anxiety about globalisation, 
but the anxiety is real and 
well founded. Those who 
would promote open trade 
have to acknowledge as 
much. 

In general, globalisation 
promotes prosperity: coun- 
tries which have opened 
themselves to trade have done 
better than those which build 
protectionist walls. But glob- 
alisation hurts some people 
and certainly does not help 
everyone equally. 

Some countries, and many 
workers within all countries, 
are left behind. "Perhaps the 
greatest risk,” writes Dani 
Rodrik. an economist at 
Harvard's Kennedy School, is 
that globalisation will lead to 
“a new set of class divisions.” 

He makes this point in a 
recent book entitled “Has 
Globalisation Gone Too Far?" 
— to which he answers “No, 
buL.” 

This is not the first era of 
globalisation, he points out. 
The world economy was pos- 
sibly more integrated in the 
late 19th century, in terms of 
trade and foreign investment. 
Inequality increased then, too. 

During that first era of 
openness, labour was far 


more mobile than today (it 
was a time of mass migra- 
tion). Now highly skilled and 
professional workers are 
mobile, either physically or 
via computer, but most coun- 
tries no longer welcome 
unskilled immigrants. 

Meanwhile, companies that 
once were anchored in their 
communities can easily pick 
up and relocate. In fact, com- 
panies which do not go where 
they can manufacture and 
operate most efficiently wiil 
soon be overtaken by those 
which do. 

So capital can move, but 
labour cannot; business exec- 
utives are in a strong bargain- 
ing position, but workers are 
not: and the result is pretty 
much what you would expect. 

Taxes on capital throughout 
the industrialised world have 
been decreasing, while taxes 
on wages rise. The Economist 
reports corporate taxes' share 
of U.S. federal revenue has 
fallen from one-third before 
World War II to 12 per cent 
now, with income taxes filling 
the gap. The trend is similar 
in Europe and elsewhere. 

Companies' ability to resist 
overtaxation can impose a fis- 
cal discipline that would ben- 
efit an economy regardless of 
the demands of globalisation. 

In the long run, though, it 
could also lead to a race to the 
bottom among countries low- 


ering tax rates to attract busi- 
ness and thereby finding 
themselves unable to pay for 
the very programmes — such 
as education and training — 
that their people need in order 
to adjust to a globalising 
economy. 

At the same time, those 
benefiting least from globali- 
sation would be paying a larg- 
er and larger share of taxes. 

So there are two related 
negatives: growing inequality 
aud a loss of national sover- 
eignty. Nations are beginning 
to respond by seeking coordi- 
nation in policies that used to 
be confined within national 
borders: labour standards, 
pollution control, antitrust 
rules, bribery laws. Taxation 
policy eventually will be 
added to the list. 

More and more, politicians 
will come to see coordination 
as a way to restore some mea- 
sure of sovereignty. Corporate 
leaders may come to welcome 
some consistency in rules 
governing corruption, labour 
rights and competition policy. 

“I think it will happen in 
pieces” says the Boeing 
chairman, Philip CondiL “F 
think the World Trade 
Organisation, is a way of 
beginning to put a world dis- 
cipline on these kinds of 
issnes... It’s nor a two-year- 
process. It’s a fairly long 
process." 


Globalisation may increase 
inequality, and opponents of 
trade pacts often sound as 
though the world has been 
going downhill since tariffs 
began to come down. But 
U.S. unemployment has not 
been this low in more than 
two decades. And, as the 
United Nations’ recent 
Human Development Report 
notes, “in the past 50 years 
poverty has fallen more than 
in the previous 500.” 

Overall, trade promotes 
prosperity — and growing 
prosperity is a necessary pre- 
condition for the kind of con- 
vergence that Mr. Condit is 
talking abouL 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Charlene Barsbefsky has an 
ambitious second-term trade 
agenda. She wants to push for 
more U.S. exports by sector 
(agriculture, telecommunica- 
tions) and by region as well as 
by country. She also wants to 
push for more international 
coordination in labour, cor- 
ruption and antitrust policy. 

But she cannot do it without 
congressional approval, and 
Congress is unlikely to 
approve unless President 
Clinton fights hard. He will 
have to confront the anxieties 
as well as champion the nega- 
tives of global integration. 

The Washington Post 


remoteness of our school and university svllabt from our 
daily lives and our surroundings. Was it that difficult and 
costly for the school to have taken us on a tnp to the 
desert (a 20-30 minute ride) and show us what the desert 

actually is like? . „ . 

We do not know our environment; we do not know our 

surroundings. ... . 

Most of us cannot name not the tools that we use and 

the trees or plants amongst which we live. Most of us can- 
not name the animals (the birds, the reptiles, the mam- 
mals). We cannot name the various types of rocks, stones 

° f I went swimming once with some friends in a small lake 
in upstate New York. I almost died out of fear and fatigue 
rushing to the shore upon seeing a snake in the water. 
When my friends asked why l did what l did and l said it 
was because of the snake, they laughed: "Who told we 
have dangerous water snakes upstate New York? These 
snakes are harmless.” I felt foolish. 

How many of us know the types of snake we have in our 
part of the world, and how many know the harmful from 
the harmless? 

We need an education which helps us live our daily lives 
and execute the various chores ably, and we need an edu- 
cation which acquaints us better with our environment 
and surroundings. Teach me about the South Pole, but 
acquaint me also with southern Jordan: teach me about 
the North Pole, but acquaint me with the beautiful plants, 
flowers and trees of northern Jordan. 

Globalism is important, but I need to know my vicinity 
first. 


Waiting for the 
crisis that might 
topple Netanyahu 
is not realistic 


By Amjad Tadros 

LAST WEEK’S cabinet crisis 
in Israel, triggered by the res- 
ignation of Finance Minister 
Don Meridor. once again illus- 
trated the instability of the cur- 
rent government headed by 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Sadly,., the episode rejuve- 
nates the false hopes of many 
* well-intentioned Jordanians 
that Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government is on its way out 
and that a more pro-peace gov- 
ernment will be elected by the 
Israeli people. But that is little 
more than wishful chinking. 
Attitudes should nor be formu- 
lated on the basis of these 
unrealistic assumptions. 

From the outset, it was evi- 
dent that Mr. Netanyahu would 
establish a presidential style of 
government, whereby he and a 
selected group of advisers 
assumed control of govern- 
ment affairs and sidelined fel- 
low ministers and party mem- 
bers. As it turned out. the 
prime minister's strategy is 
characterised by a bizarre com- 
bination of crisis management 
and media relations rather than 
well thought-out plans and rea- 
sonable initiatives. An Israeli 
political commentator rightly 
described Mr. Netanyahu's 
modus operandi by saying: “A 
tactic for this government is 
getting through the morning 
papers and strategy is to get 
through the weekend papers." 

Then there is the government 
coalition. It is a collection of 
hardliners, opportunists and 
religious extremists, united 
only by their hunger for power. 
To be certain, not a single party 
would be willing to sacrifice 
its own political position and 
numerical strength to bring 
down the government! 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
Natan Sharansky, who leads 
the Russian immigrant party, 
Israel B'Aliyah, is a classic 
example. He keeps threatening 
that he has “one foot outside 
the cabinet." Yet he stayed in 
the government after pledging 


to leave if even “ten per cent” 
of the allegations made in the 
Bar-On affair were true. The 
attorney general report in April 
provided Sharansky with more 
than his prerequisite ten per 
cent even though the prime 
minister and two of his close 
political associates were not 
indicted. The whole episode 
certainly proved that 
'Sfihfcinsky's words were mere- 
ly empty threats:- 

A national unity government 
has little chance or materialis- 
ing. especially since former 
General Ehud Barak secured 
the Labour Party leadership. 
Enjoying ever-increasing pop- 
ularity in Israeli opinion polls, 
he has made it quite clear that 
he does not plan to risk his 
political future for serving in a 
government that he regards as 
a sinking ship. He would rather 
play the role of opposition 
leader, spend his time broaden- 
ing support for the Labour 
Party amongst Russian immi- 
grants and Jews of North 
African origin and sweep the 
polls in three years' lime. 

Still Jordan cannot afford to 
wait until the next election. 
The peace process has oiled 
Israel’s already advanced 
economy, increasing the gap 
between itself and its Arab 
neighbours. Since Oslo, 
Israel's gross domestic product 
tGDPl increased by over one 
third, the number of nations 
that maintained diplomatic 
relations with Israel doubled 
and foreign investment rose 
from less than $400 million in 
1992 to S2.4 billion last year. 

Focusing on a programme 
for currency reforms, the 
Israeli government is already 
too busy with the economy to 
wony about the peace process. 
Meanwhile, the dreamers on 
this side of the divide will still 
be waiting for the next crisis 
that might topple Netanyahu. 

The writer is owner and man- 
ager oj a public relations and 
graphic design firm. He con- 
tributed the article above to 
the Jordan Tunes. 
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Equality through education 

To the Editor: 
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It’s not always a matter of approach 
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tinn , 'zgiunai coopera- 

non Such a person^ the report said, could also be a Danish 
t° uisiana Proc ^ in the region. The 
!^ Ve f e c n m ? he f ore front of leading this endeavour. 
h rnmn, ^ Sieenn 8 Committee's Amman meetings four 
sub-committees reported on the work of their panels. The 

, th h, im P l cmemaiion of peace agreements, 
clmited by Abdel Moneim Said , director of Al Ahram’s 
Strategic Studies Centre, which seek to monitor the Arab- 
israelt agreemenis for violations, recommended giving pri- 
ority to the Palestinian-Israeli Oslo accords and surveying 
the related societies "because of the urgency of the situa- 
tion. The regional cooperation committee . chaired by 
lay seer Abdul Jaber. former Jordanian minister of industry- 
and trade and former executive secretary of the U.N. 

<md Social Commission for ' Western Asia 
(ESCWA I, will develop project proposals, with priority 
given to projects that support the Palestinian economy. The 
sub-committee on violence, chaired by David Kimche. for - 
mer director general of the Israeli foreign ministry, decided 
* to confine its deliberations to the interpretation of the 
Copenhagen Declaration, namely of physical violence 
and/or the incitement to physical violence set a broader 
goal of not simply monitoring violence but monitoring ways 
of controlling it and measuring the effectiveness of such 
control. The sub-committee on settlements, chaired by Riad 
Mallei, a prominent Palestinian political activist and former 
leader of the Popular From for the Liberation of Palestine, 
agreed to respond immediately to any breach to the stated 
position on settlements as outlined in the Copenhagen 
Declaration through "strong statements. " It also agreed to 
start "fact-finding" visits to settlements by Israelis and 
Palestinians. 


THANKS , BUT NOT THANKS: While the “ people to 
people " approach may be agreeable to some, the “ party to 
party" concept may take some work. The Jordanian 
Communist Party has declined an invitation from the Israeli 
Communist Congress to attend their upcoming annual 
Congress. Personally, a party official said, the group sup- 
ports the congress, but no one will go. "This is part of our 
policy against the Netanyahu government and our tendency 
against the peace process. " said a JCP member. The JCP 


Nations University. The University of Jordan provided the 
lecture halls for the ILA programme at the Faculty of 
Education building. University officials were not in atten- 
dance at the student demonstration nor at the ILA activities, 
for that master, as the ILA agenda was " dedicated " to the 
participants. The elbow grease came into play, nor when 
the 150 students, mostly women, issued flyers, but when 
they brought buckets and brushes, detergent and disinfec- 
tant and washed the steps of the new faculty where Mr. 
'Peres had walked. 

**** 

OFF TO SEE THE QUEEN: One invitation we know 
has certainly been 

accepted is that of 
Jordanian textile mer- 
chant Yousef Muasher 
and his wife Julie. The 
Muashers have been 
invited to a garden party 
by Queen Elizabeth on 
July 17. 1997 at 

Buckingham Palace in 
London. Mr. Muasher 
has already left Jordan 
for the U.fL and is 
happy about being per- 
sonally presented to the 
queen. “/ have a long 
history of doing busi- Yousef Muasher 
ness with Britain by 

importing textiles and threads for my factory. I did not 
expect this invitation, but I think they had information that 
I have been doing business with British factories for the 
past 55 years . " Mr. Muasher says. But this will not be the 
first time Mr. Muasher visits England and meets the queen. 
In 1968 he was awarded the OBE (Order of the British 
Empire) Medal from the queen. That sits alongside several 
medals Mr. Muasher has received from His Majesty King 
Hussein and from Pope John Paul 11. “ The invitation is not 
as important to me as is serxing my country, " he says. Mr. 
Muasher started his textile business in 1933, and estab- 
lished the Jordan National Bank in 1955. Bom in Salt in 
1918, he opened a shop in downtown Amman in 1938 for 
textile and ready-made clothes, with a capital of JD 120. 
The shop. "Yousef Muasher's. " still sells by the metre down 
on King Faisal Street. Married in 1943. the Muashers have 
six children. 

**** 

THE RIGHT DESIGNS : Abdul Ghani Tabbalai was 
appointed acting directonofiAl Hussein Sports City replac- 



congrarulated their Israeli comrades, and say they will pub- ing Mampun Npurjfd^ yvjjp returned to the prime ministry 


> 


lish their message to the congress in the party's paper, Al 
Jamahir, but members will not attend the event. 




THE FORM OF PROTEST: On the campus front, mes- 
sages were somewhat less courteous. Local news reports of 
some members of the Student Council of the University of 
Jordan on Monday using "elbow grease " to stage a protest 
against former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, have 
been confirmed by a senior university official. The Israeli 
leader presented a lecture to the International Leadership 
Academy programme attendees who have been in Jordan 
for one month participating in the pilot project of the United 


as director of the prime minister s , Mr. Tabbalat, 42. 

who has been deputy director of the Sport's City, is an archi- 
tect specialised in sports construction. He obtained his 
degree in Pakistan and is the designer of the Al Hassan 
Squash Complex at the Sports City. An accomplished ath- 
lete himself. Mr. Tabbalat plays squash, practices Tae Kwan 
Do. and is a ham radio operator. 

**** 

+ 

ALL IN THE FAMILY: Long-time General Manager of 
the Amman Amra Forum Hotel Ali Beisha is heading to the 
holy cities of Mecca and Medina. Mr. Beisha will join the 
Forum chain's sister organisation and become general 


manager of Al Medina InterContinental Hotel as well as 
regional director for InterContinental in both Mecca and 
Medina. Already at work as the Amman Amra Forum s new 
general manager is Frenchman Pierre Weiss. Mr. Hfi'ss has 
nearly two decades of hotel experience, primarily with the 
InterContinental chain. He has worked in numerous 
African states and Europe. His Iasi appointment was ai the 
InterContinental Hotel in Luxembourg. Mr. HWss says he 
is delighted to discover the efuirrn of Jordan and its people, 
and he is particularly pleased with his team of Amra staff. 
The hotel itself has been undergoing renovations in various 
facilities including the pool and fitness centre, due for com- 
pletion on July / and at end of August, respectively. The 
Amra also hopes to open its nov indoor pool at end of 
October. Mr. Weiss, whose Swiss wife Rita will join him in 
a few months, says his inteiuion is to carry on and keep the 
edge on the four- star hotel markets in Amman. To say 
farewell to Mr. Beisha and welcome Mr. Weiss. Dr. Safivan 
Toukan. Director General of the Swial Security 
Corporation, the major shareholder of the Amra, is hosting 
a cocktail reception at the hotel's swimming pool next week. 
You can bet all the staff will he on their toes that night. 


CLUB TALK: More than a year after the resignations of 
Derek Ledger as Royal Automobile Club { RAC) director, the 
RAC board of directors 
agreed to name private 
sector civil engineer 
Hasan Alaeddin to the ?. . 
vacant post. In the inter- 
im between official direc- »■- 
tors the club was run by 
Samir Jarrar. Mr. 

Alaeddin. a long-time 
member was in charge of 
motor sports for the club. ; 

The RAC at present is 
undergoing major renova- 
tions which comprise 
added facilities and ser- 
vices. Its upper pool area 
has been expanded by a Hasan Alaeddin 
larger terrace and now 

has a sendee bar. When the pools close on October I, 
works will begin on a new restaurant. Also on the grounds 
future map are plans for a fitness club, extra parking, a new 
playground for children and a bicycling area. The improve- 
ments. many of which were called for by club members 
themselves, will most probably be completed long before 
construction of the new Dunes Club on the Queen Alia 
Airport Road. Mr AJflgddtn welcomed the establishment of 
Dunes Club saying Amman could use more clubs. He docs 
not see additional clubs as-V* threat, even with the estab- 
lishment of fitness centres and pool facilities going up in the 
capitals new luxury hotels. In fact he banks on the RAC 
members’ loyalty and expects few. if any. crossovers. 

**** 

RECYCLING: AlyaAzar, a 2 1 -year-old community edu- 
cator at Friends of the Environment (FOE) has been select- 
ed to attend (on a Canadian International Development 
Agency Scholarship ) the 1997 Summer Programme of the 
Harmony Foundations Institute for Environmental Values 
Education. Ms. Azar. a graduate of McGill University in 
Montreal, obtained her undergraduate degree in enrimn- 



Alva Azar 



mental sciences and geog- 
raphy. She plans .*/> contin- 
ue her studies bu: is cur- 
rently working in Amnum. 

She is an active member of 
FOE, a nt>r.-goven:rienlai 
onuinistinon seeking .v 

promote er:x: rt 'amenta! 
awareness. Ms. Azar also 
ii orks with different 
schools which teach cours- 
es or. the environment. She 
wili return to Canada, but 
this time to spend eight 
Jays at Pearson College ■ <1 
the Pacific, near Wt'iVna. 

British Columbia, n i:h her 
peers from a an *s.s Canada 

and around the « or Id. The croup nil! aJJiesi gloM and 
community concerns, and the Uni s beiwci n \rciat. n viion:- 
ie and environmental issues. Ms. A:.:r »» share with other 
pa flic ipants the t •« ctwtiru- nia t pi o l d t ms th, :t face Jot, A m 
and emin'nm'tiu! education :n Jordan «.:// be of prime 
concern at the eonfetenee. U '«*•?: she n turn:. ■ Jordan she 
will share her experience with idler emu- •?>"> nta! tiiiiiij- 
tors. The Institute for Fr.viii r.m, era: Values Fdinatt on is a 
programme if Ha mu nix F • m ndc.ti’i: , ■* ( ‘ana. la. Hat nu w » 
Fsnuidatioi: n, an • 'rgiinisatioii that sw’*: international 
acclaim, including award* trow the Untha Nations an,! the 
Cowmen w Foundation, for :f\ t r./ii. a- 

tionui ii oia. 


IN THE WINNER ’ SEAT: Royal Jordanian has 

announced that i: will give away a total of 2U0 toiind-trip 
free tickets during the month of July to pus-senv.ers thing 
between Arr.nutr. ar.J Sew Jore. This is ;\jr? of a month- 
long celebration to commemorate the first direct flight 
between Jordan and the United States. The fire tickets will 
be raffled on board each New York flight to and from 
Amman. In lulditior.. some give-aways and other ptvnio- 
tional items will he presented to the wsu ngers during the 
flights. When Alia, as :/ u as then called, flew a brand new 
747 r>n July 11. 1977 fi„}n Amman fo Sew York, it uiis the 
first time travellers where able to fly direct fi\>m tht Middle 
East to the United States without having to change planes 
in Europe. Today, the airline reports that more than 50 per 
cent of the air travel movement from Jordan is destined to 
the United Suites. 

**** 

ARRIBA! ARRIBA! If Mafmq is a fou noire haunt of 
yours, you may be happy to leant that a local businessper- 
son is planning to open a 200- seat roof restaurant in the 
city. The proprietor. MahanunaJ Dughmi. tried his luck at 
business in Venezuela when he was in his 2th. He succeed- 
ed, (evert picked up the Spanish nickname Jaime I n turneJ 
home to Jordan in 1980 and has since been in real estate. 
Mr. Dughtni. who says he would like to get in touch with 
other Spanish-speaking folks in Jordan, expects to open the 
doors to his establishment, which will serve traditional and 
continental fare, in mid-July. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


The unenviable task of policing paradise 
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By Tim Minogue 

LONDON — Pitcairn Is- 
land is to get British-style 
policing for the first nine 
since the mutineers from 
the Bounty settled there 
1 207 years ago. 

The British govern- 
ment’s decision comes 
after a report by a senior 
British detective who vis- 
ited the tiny Pacific 
dependency last year to 
investigate an allegation 
of rape. 

Detective Superinten- 
dent Dennis McGookin 
travelled 12.000 miles 
last year from London to 
Pitcairn, which outsiders 
have often mistakenly 
looked on as the epitome 
of the idyllic South 
Pacific paradise. 

No charges were 
brought after the rwo- 
and-a-bajf week inquiry, 
as police concluded the 
allegation was unfound- 
ed. But on Mr. McGoo- 
kin’s return, he repotted 
^serious concerns about 
the lack of policing on the 

island to Foreign ana 
Com-monwealth Office 
officials. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman said W^ le ': 
hall had now established 
a £30,000-a-year “Pit- 
cairn Island Good Gover- 
nment Fund.” Th e ™9“ 
ney would pay for a Bri- 
tish “community-style 

policeman to spend six to 
eight weeks a year there. 

*Only 38 people live 
permanently on Pitcairn, 
said the spokesman. It 
would not be viable to 
send a police officer out 

there full time. 

“We must be sensitive 
' to the islanders’ feelings. 










but we also have to dis- 
charge our responsibility 
for our dependent territo- 
ries. I’m sure the islan- 
ders will be very happy 
with the decision, we 
haven’t discussed whe- 
ther the officer will be 
armed vet. We can’t rule 
it out at this stage.” 

Pitcairn, measuring 
only two-and-a-half miles 
by a mile, is near the cen- 
tre of the Pacific Ocean, 
about 3,200 miles from 
New Zealand and a simi- 
lar distance from South 
America. Its inaccessi- 
bility made it a perfect 
hideaway for 
vivors of the 
crew of His 
Armed Vessel Bounty 
and their Tahitian con- 
sorts when they sought 
refuge there in 1790. 

Pitcairn has no airstrip 
and ships call infrequent- 
ly. 

Mr. McGookin was ac- 
companied by a British 
police colleague, Peter 
George, and by the New 
Zealand-based commis- 
sioner for Pitcairn and 
former schoolteacher 
Leon Salt plus a solicitor 
to represent the accused. 

Mr. McGookin and Mr. 


the sur- 
mutinous 
Mgesty’s 


George, the first British 
policemen to set foot on 
Pitcairn, flew to New 
Zealand to meet Mr. Salt, 
then joined the cargo ship 
America Star in Auckland 
for the 10-day voyage to 
the island. They returned 
via Tahiti on a chartered 
yacht. 

On the way to collect 
them, the yacht was hit by 
a whale and had to turn 
back. After eventually 
picking them up, it ran 

out of fuel on the way 
back to Tahiti and the 
detectives had to survive 
on raw tuna. 

The Pitcairn islanders, 
descendants of mutiny 
leader Fletcher Chris- 
tian’s original 27-strong 

S oup of English and Ta- 
tian settlers, grow sugar 
cane, arrowroot and 
breadfruit and sell bas- 
kets and wood carvings 
of sharks to passing 
ships. Their most prof- 
itable activity is the trade 
in Pitcairn Island stamps. 

There is no organised 
tourism. The inhabitants 
speak Pitkem, a mixture 
of English and Polyne- 
sian. Many 18th century 
expressions are still in 
everyday use, including 


“musket” for “gun,” 
“yonder” for “over mere” 
and "tarry” for “wait.” 

The islanders are all Se- 
venth Day Adventists, a 
Christian denomination 
which abjures alcohol. 
The island has no recent 
history of serious report- 
ed crime, although its 
early years were a may- 
hem of racial and sexual 
violence and al-cohol 
abuse, even by 18th-cen- 
tury' standards. There 
were 13 murders in the 
first three years of settle- 
ment. 

The magistrate’s court 
has not sat for 20 years 
and a three-cell jail built 
for the 1990 bicentenary 
has never been used for 
prisoners, although it has 
proved useful for storing 
lifejackets. 

It is a tight-knit commu- 
nity, suspicious of out- 
siders. Writer Dea Bir- 
kett, whose book about 
her stay on Pitcairn, 
Serpent In Paradise, was 
published in May, says 
she is not surprised to 
hear of concern about 
policing. Biricett was vir- 
tually ostracised by the 
islanders after a brief 
affair with a local man. 

Captivated by the idea 
of a Pacific paradise after 
seeing a film based on the 
Bounty mutiny, she had 
determined to visit the 
island. 

“When I was planning 
my trip to Pitcairn, I read 
that it was a crime-free 
society, a paradise,” she 
says. “But it’s only 
crime-free in the sense of 
no news of incidents 
reaching the outside 
world." 

She points out that in 


Pitcairn Island: the bounty of the mutiny 


9 in 1789 the crew of the British vessel, the Bounty, mutinied, cast Captain 
William Bligh adrift and sailed into the South Pacific. Along with the 
Tahitians and Polynesians they picked up on the way, they eventually 
landed on Pitcairn, one mile wide, 2.5 miles long, and 3,000 miles from the 
nearest land mass. Their 38 descendants still live there. The inhabitants 
all became Seventh Day Adventists, a Christian sect, after conversion 
by a visiting US missionar y in 1886 
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Pitcairn’s closed world, 
small disputes that would 
easily be resolved else- 
where often fester for 
years. 

“No-one is independent 
or uninvolved on Pit- 
cairn. Everyone is related 
in many ways to every- 
one else. So there is no 
impartiality and no-one to 
settle disputes. As a result 
there are sisters there who 
have not spoken to each 
other for years. 

“The trouble with such 
a small place is that 
there’s no means of es- 
cape. If you have an argu- 
mejl with someone, you 
cairt go away for the 
weekend to cool off. You 
can’t avoid the other per- 
son. 


■The islanders, men and 
women, take it in turns to 
act as “police officer.” 
but they have no training. 
If someone commits a 
crime, it is bound to be 
the police officer's hus- 
band, wife, brother, 
father, uncle or cousin. It 
is impossible for them to 
be impartial, however 
hard they try. Bringing in 
a British “nobby, even 
for a few weeks a vear, is 
a good idea, but 1 don’t 
envy him.” 

Everyone has a fantasy 
that Pitcairn is the perfect 
place, she says, but “I dis- 
covered it as flawed as 
anywhere else. Being per- 
fect is too heavy a burden 
for the Pitcairn islanders 
to bear. They are good 


people, but their situation 
is bad. 

“If anyone, however 
even-tempered. was 
marooned on an island 
3,000 miles from the 
nearest land mass, with 
no method of escape, 
nowhere to go if things 
sot out of hand, we’d all 
be driven to extremes.” 

The island’s deputy gov- 
ernor. Christopher 'Snute. 
based at the British High 
Commission in New Zea- 
land, recently returned 
from a trip to" Pitcairn to 
explain the new policing 
arrangements. 

“The islanders have 
welcomed the news." he 
says. "There are no par- 
ticular problems of a seri- 
ous nature, but impartial- 


ity is always going to be a 
problem in such w a dose 
and small community, 
which is like a tiny vil- 
lage. 

"If people arc related, it 
may be difficult for the 
island policeman to tell 
them off, let alone put 
them in jail." 

Mr. Shute says there are 
no plans for "the inhabi- 
tants to abandon the 
island, although there is 
alwavs a concern over the 
number of residents 
required to maintain a 
viable community. 

‘The islanders arc ada- 
mant that their future lies 
on Pitcairn.” he empha- 
sises. "They have no 
intention of moving on” 
— Gemini News. 
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Constants and variables 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

30SE involved one way or another with infonna- 

hnology have learnt to live with fast, continuous ^ T 

i. Seasoned professionals, amateur users and v : ■" 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

ALL THOSE involved one way or another with informa- 
tion technology have learnt to live with fast, continuous 
changes. Seasoned professionals, amateur users and 
“enlightened” users alike have understood that the only 
way to stay alive with computers, to stay afloat I would 
say, is to be able to learn new ways, new machines and 
new programmes. Depending on the product, the change 
may occur as often as two or three time a year. 

Among all these changes that have a discouraging effect 
in the best case and a tmly traumatic one in the worst, we 
still can count on a few constants. Don’t thank the com- 
puter industry for that, these constants have nothing to do 
with design or manufacturing, they come from our own 
mind, our body and a couple of solid, environmental facts. 

As long as we, human beings, are the prime interface 
with the machines, a few factors will remain the same for 
a while, preventing dramatic modifications in the comput- 
er field. For the foreseeable future and unless a mutation 
in our genes takes place, our physical dimensions and abil- 
ities will remain fairly stable. The size of our hands and 
our fingers, Chat we use to manipulate the mouse and type 
on the keyboard, our visual acuity — barring some minor 
variations from one individual to another — the tune we 
can spend exploring the Internet, so many factors that con- 
tribute to define the limits of how much PCs can change 
and how we use them. 

We all live 24 hours per day. Deduct the number of hours 
one spends sleeping, eating, resting, washing, driving, 
working, shopping, etc. and we’re left with three to five 




hours available for our computing time. This assumption 
does not even take into consideration leisure time like 
playing sport or watching TV, nor does it include those 
whose daily work consists, precisely, of working with 
computers. Internet service providers want us to surf on 
the World Wide Web as much as possible in order to ben- 
efit from the wealth of information it can offer. But even 
if one’s mind is ready for that, it is physically impossible 
for anyone to have enough time to explore even a small 
fraction of the Internet, however, interesting it may be. 
The time limi t is one that won’t be pushed back soon. 

Some will probably look at our human dimensions and 
at the time limi tations we live by as negative elements that 
will slowdown the progress of both the machines and the 
giant networks. Others will thank God for these constants 
— a few elements we can count on in the ever spinning 
maelstrom of technical changes. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


FACT FILE 


Union is strength. 


Yadnl-lab ma’al jama ’a. 


** A word to the wise is sufficient. 

Al-Iabib minaJ ishaarab yaF’ham. 

** Set a thief to catch a thief. 

La yafill al-hadid ell a al-hadid. 

** A hungry stomach has no ears. 

Indal butoon tadee ai-nqooL 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Is par always 100? 

2. In English money, what is a bob? 

3. In stock market language, what are cats and dogs? 

4. With whom is the slogan 16 to 1 associated? 

5. What was the first bank in the United States? 

6. For what is Lombard Street famous? 'Where is it? 

7. Define moratorium. 

8. In what country was the pengo used? 


JOKES 


• THE FIRST newspaper in the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan was issued in 1920 carrying the name “A1 Haq 
Ya’loo” meaning, “Right has the upper hand.” The first 
four issues appeared in Ma’am the others in Amman. Mr. 
Mohammad AJ Anasi was its Editor-in-Chief. 


• IT was in 1945 that the first issues of Al-Ra’ed AI- 
Arabi (The Arab Pioneer) came into being. Its front page 
was adorned with the picture of His Majesty, the Late King 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein. 


• IN the first issue of “A1 Huq” (The Right) newspaper 
(1947; Late Saad Jinn’ a, its editor-in-chief, wrote an arti- 
cle entitled “A Minister’s Integrity” expounding his pain 
and complaint for not having a phone in bis office at toe 
time. It is worthy of notice that the paper was written by 
hand. 


• IT was toe thirties that toe first Jordanian magazine 
came into circulation. “Al-Hikmah” (Wisdom) was toe 
name of that magazine. It was headed by Mr. Nadim A1 
Mallah and tackled different religious, literary and social 
issues. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

WISE SAYINGS 

** Spend and God will send. 

Isref ma fil-jaib ya’teek ma fil-ghaib. 

** When friends quarrel, foes profit 

Masa’ib qawn inda qawm fawa’id. 

** Negligence makes toe thief. 

Al-mal as-sayeb yu’alliro al-haraam. 

** To each saint his candle. 

Koll sheikh wa lahu tariqab. 

** Where friendship exists ceremony ceases. 

Etha ha salat al-ulfah saqatat al-kulfah. 

** A full mouth makes toe mouth run over. 

Kathratual maal tutliq al-Usaan. 


• WIFE (addressing a friend of hers): “I’ve eventually 
managed to prevent my husband from biting his nails. A 
bad habit isn’t it? 

FRIEND: “Yes, how could you do that? Have you 
trimmed his nails? 

WIFE: “No, but I’ve smashed his teeth!” 


• ONE N IGHT fee electric current was cut off. 
FATHER: “Please, pass me toe match-box on your right 
hand, son.” 

SON: “Good heavens! How can I distinguish toe right 
from toe left in toe dark?” 


PUZZLES 


(A) THE INITIAL letters jrill name the breed of dog. 


8> WHAT AM 1 ? 





'» + * fr T 


(B) Insert the Dumber missing from the top of the 
drawing. 
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Gossip^— the most Efficient 
weapon in our society 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

READING ON in my dear Professor Nighish’s book on 
failed ideas, he goes on to list the following as further 
examples of failed good ideas: 

... 31 — Literature 

32 — Friendship 

33 — Equality 

34 — Restaurant memberships 

35 — Gossip 

This last one made me pause for thought for a few sec- 
onds. 

A few seconds which were enough to have made me 
think about those things I had been hearing, and reading 
about 

At toe end of those seconds. I arrived at toe conclusion 
feat toe dear professor was wrong about this particular 
one. Gossip was not a failed good idea. On toe contrary, 
this was quite a successful bad idea. And toe worst of its 
kind. 

Having got this far, I decided to take on the good pro- 
fessor’s infamous computer, and test its reaction to some 
gossip currently in circulation. 

For this, I fed into it the following rumours: 

1 — What have you to say about the rumour regarding 
fee immin ent increases in toe prices of drinking water and 
irrigation? 

. — Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

2 — What have you to say about toe rumour regarding 
the high-school administrators who had managed to con- 
fiscate a number of X-rated videos in one of our secondary 
schools? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

3 — What have you to say about toe rumour regarding 
toe traffic light whose malfunction was joyously wel- 
comed by nearby residents? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

4 — What have you to say about toe rumour regarding 
toe officials who are hanging up toe phone lines whenev- 
er contacted by journalists? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

5 — What have you to say about toe rumour regarding 
toe driver who was given a traffic fine for not having a 
smooth beard? 



— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 


6 — What have you to say about the rumour regarding 
toe negative effect that a tunnel under-construction is hav- 
ing on an adjacent hospital? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

7 — What have you to say about toe rumour regarding 
toe anger of toe clan one of whose members was made to 
retire? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

8 — What have you to say about the rumour regarding 
toe JDS mo nthl y increase in salaries to compensate for 
price rises? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

9 — What have you to say about the rumour regarding 
the newly developed hair treatment systems which will 
give you your hair back once you start to lose it? 

* — Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. j 

10 — What have you to say about the rumour regarding 
toe exemplary friend who turned out to be a talking dic- 
tionary? 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. 

— Unable to compute! Quantity unknown. Disk Full! 
Disk Full! Danger! 

(A BIG BANG) 

As I was finishin g this article, 1 was beaming with glee 
at the thought of having proved the professor wrong, at 
having shown that he and his mighty computer were out of 
touch wife everyday realities, and ultimately, at having 
blown his bloody computer into bits. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, June 26, 1997 


3:30 

3:35 

5:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

lChOO 

10:30 

11:00 


The Hcfly Koran;~ r r' 

Soccer Match — Mexico vs. Costa Rica 

French Programmes 

Le Journal 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Step By Step 

World Echo 

Documentary 

Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 

News In English 

Comedy 

Tennis From Wimbeldon 


Friday, June 27, 1997 


7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

8:00 

Cinema, Cinema^inema 

8:30 

The Churchills 

9:10 

Renegade 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

One West Waikiki 

11:15 

Tennis 

12:05 

Final America Cup 


3:00 

3:05 

3:30 

4:05 

4:30 

5:15 

5:30 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 


Holy Koran 

Leo The Lion — Cartoon 

Wish Bone 

Neighbours 

Winners Down Under 

Varieties 

French Him 

Le Journal 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Family Matters 

The Health Show 

Hawkeye 

500 Nations 

News In English 

Comedy 

Tennis 


3:30 

3:40 

4:05 

4:30 

5:00 

5:30 

6:10 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:35 

11:10 


Monday, June 30, 1997 


The Holy Koran 
Spirou 
Neighbours 
In The Wild (Doc.) 
Tilt 

Blue Heelers 
French Programmes 
Le Journal 
French Programme 
News Headlines 
Murphy Brown 
Discover Magazine 
Murder She Wrote 
Highlander 
News In English 
Comedy 
Tennis 


3:30 

3:40 

5:00 

5:15 

6:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

10:00 

11:45 


Saturday, June 28, 1997 


Holy Koran 
French Programme 

Tilt 

Blue Heelers 
French Programme 
Le Journal 
French Programme 
News Headlines 
Hanging’ with Mr. Cooper 
Magazine Zero One 
Soccer Game 
Tennis 


Tuesday, July 1, 1997 


Holy Koran 
Spirou 

Quarter-Finals — Ladies Tennis From 

Wimbledon 

Le Journal 

News Headlines 

Coach 

Tilt 23.5 

Encounter 

Nature Of Things (Documentaty) 
News In English 
West Beach 
Drug Wars 


7:00 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:30 

11:15 


3:30 

Sunday, June 29, 1997 

Holy Koran 

3:30 

3:35 

4:00 

7:00 

7:30 

3:40 

French Programme 

7:35 

4:05 

America’ Funniest People 

8:00 

4:30 

Energy Express 

8:30 

5:15 

American Chart Show 

9:10 

6:00 

French Programmes 

10:00 

7:00 

Le Journal 

10:30 

11:30 

7:15 

French Programme 


Wednesday, July 2, 1997 

Holy Koran 
Cartoons 

Tennis From Wimbledon 
Le Journal 
News Headlines 
Grace Under Fire (Doc.) 

Soldier’s Diaty 
Challenges 
Spencer For Hire 
News In English 
Cobra 

American Gothic 


j 







Arts & Culture 


Jordan Times, Thursday, June 26, 199' 


>n ht 


; madep 


Yganlfc 
nsate h . 


cgarju; 
hich «i 


eganfc. £ 
king*. 


hsk hi[ 


wuhgt 
atom.: 
ercuu.- 
ji hj\B 


Fp* 





Jeff Goldblum 


Jeff Goldblum is 
having a monstrously 
good time 

#V Doirgias J. Rowe 
The Associated Press 

NBW YORK— Jeff Goldblum flounces in. flins and fools 
around. And if he's feeling a little full of himself and hav- 
ing a lonne of fun, why not? 

He’s been in the top two moneymaking films of the 
decade, and now he's in a movie that might make it three. 

Wheeeeeee! Life is good. 

He walks the walk of a successful movie star, almost 
gliding as he enters a conference room in the midtown 
offices of Universal Studios, producers of The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park, which has box-office totals already 
approaching $200 million after just three weeks. He sees a 
comely blonde who’s helping to take his photograph, has 
her remind him of her name since it’s been a year since she 
last took his picture, and proceeds to hum, repeat her name 
like a mantra (unlike his character in Annie Hall he doesn’t 
forget this one ) and generally act like, as he himself puts it, 
a "simpleton.’’ 

He’s malleable and agreeable as he poses, and mugs and 
vamps for the camera. 

"I’m a puppet on a string," he says as the photographer 
puts him through his paces! “I'm like Mr. Pipe cleaner.” 

Because of the whirl of publicity for Steven Spielberg’s 
sequel to his megahit, Jurassic. Park, Goldblum is asked if 
he has been working .bfugn^-r" 

“Well, if this looks like wor^,”Jie tells the photographer, 
striking another pose. “You're working harder than I am." 

He works the mantra enough to acquire a phone number 
and find out that he and the photo assistant have a mutual 
friend. Dean Devlin, producer and co-writer of the other 
top-grossing film Goldblum has been in. last summer’s 
Independence Day. 

Devlin once joked that “in Hollywood, there’s a law that 
says when you do a sci-fi movie you have to have Jeff 
Goldblum.” 

The thing is: It’s no joke. Goldblum’s sci-fi roles amount 
to a billion-dollar filmography. 

Once the camera shutters stop whirring and he settles 
down to talk, Goldblum says he feels grateful to be in these 
ultra-megablockbusters. 

"It’s nice for me, and good for me professionally. I’m 
enjoying a range of choices now, more than ever,” he says. 
*‘T feel lucky, because it’s not like it's the result of^some 
sharp strategy, you know. It just kind of came about-" 

It's fun when everybody knows about the movie you’re 
in. he says, and it sure beats being in movies that come and 
go so fast no one even knew it was at the cineplex. 

He’s still in those kinds of movies. Just last year, he 
starred in something titled Trigger Happy, which recently 
came out on video and was savagely panned by critics. 

“A lot of movies, and movies I'd still love to be in and 
have been in." he says, “are special and only intended for 
a select audience, and are riskier in material perhaps, ven- 
turesome, different." 

The 44-year-old, 1 .92-metre actor has filled a wide range 
of roles over the years, going back to his early, small parts: 
A rapist in 1974’s Death Wish, the disco owner in Thank 
God, It’s Friday, the People magazine writer in The Big 
Chill, and a NASA recruiter in The Right Stuff. 

It wasn’t until 19S5 thar he got his first leading-man role, 
in Into The Night. Both he and the movie fared poorly, 

though. , . . 

Then in 1987. he flew into stardom in The Fly, playing 
Seth Brundle a scientist who transmogrifies into a mutant 
hybrid. (He co-starred with Geena Davis, who became his 

second wife.) , , , ...... 

It’s roles such as that and the ones he s played in his three 
biggest movies that have led critics to say he was bom to 

play eccentric scientists. 

“Sounds flattering to me.” says Goldblum, who grew up 
one of four children in an upper-middle-class suburb of 
Pittsburgh. “It’s flattering to be given these couple or parts 
where they think I come off especially smart. That s nice 
Me I have a hi ah school diploma. In school, I made good 
grades, I must say, but it was an academically not very 
demanding school, and I wasn’t particularly interred in 
math or science or anything like that. My dad was a doctor, 
but I was interested in sports and piano and painting and 
stuff like that" 

If fact, he still plays the piano every day. Its a lovely 
part of my day that 1 don’t have to plan or anything. I just 
{ttss the piano and will find myself there for a couple hours 

S °h ffiekist year or so, he’s been getting together and jam- 
ming with some friends in Los Angeles area clubs. It s 
iust for fun. It’s no career,” he says. 

J Goldblum acknowledges that he s no longer engaged to 
Laura Dent, who co-starred in the original Ju^c Park, 
but he says he’s trying to make sure his personal life is not 

P ^The ffuthi^fr^pect her terrifically,” he says “I adore 
heraf aoersoD. We’re luckily in each others’ lives very 
closely, dm traditionally together right now But y^ I m 
trying to keep all of that aggressively “"displayed. 

ll*s nor that he’s been burned, but he adds. I feel, l smell 
how* it can add an unpleasant challenge to the whole dung. 
So fin Ts been OK. And people have been either dismter- 
Kted'irfjlvor respectful, but I d° w . know h ? fore . 

KS Stfhard fessousTm teallygotng toBy to keep ,t 
apart absolutely apart, and not part of the show. 


Peter Fonda comes full circle as a celluloid grandfather 


By John Rogers 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Not ihai it 
needed another, but here’s 
one more signpost to die 
baby boomer mortality: 
1960s anti-hero Peter Fonda 
has a new movie out one 
that’s being hailed as the 
best thing he’s done since 
Easy Rider. Only this time, 
he plays a grandfather. 

“Thai’s cool. Thai’s great. 
Though it does seems 
weird,” he says, guffawing 
loudly at the seeming con- 
tradiction. 

“Almost 30 years later,” 
he sighs, before letting his 
voice trail off. 

Does that mean, one asks, 
that he’s come full circle ? 

He smiles again and nods 
in agreement. 

Indeed, it has been 28 
years since Easy Rider burst 
onto the scene to critical 
praise and Academy Award 
nominations (Fonda for 
screenplay. Jack Nicholson 
for supporting actor i. And 
in doing so the movie gar- 
nered a fair amount of out- 
rage for portraying two mo- 
torcycle-riding dope dealers 
(Fonda and Dennis Hopper) 
and a drunken attorney as 
heroes. 

But now the 58-year-old 
Fonda, married for more 
than 20 years, “a father for 
33 years,” has come full cir- 
cle in more ways than one. 

“A lot of people go, ‘it’s a 
role your father could have 
played.’” he says of his part 
in Ulee's Gold, that of stoic, 
solitary- beekeeper Ulee 
Jackson. 

“And 1 go, ‘yeah,’" Fonda 
adds, using the word yeah 
as an explanation point. 

Then, sounding somewhat 
awe-struck, he says of his 
late father, Henry- Fonda: 
"Just being compared to 
him is an honour." 

Not that Fonda hasn't 
built his own respectable 
body of work over the 
years. He has directed and 


starred in such films as 
Wanda Nevada and The 
Hired Hand. And he has ac- 
ted in numerous others, inc- 
luding Grace Of My Heart. 
Escape From L.A.. and cult 
favourites Race With The 
Devil and Wild Angels. 

Ulee’s Gold, though, may 
represent the best work he’s 
ever done. 

“It’s something 1 was 
never offered before," he 
says quietly. “I prayed to the 
film gods that I’d get a shot 
at the character." 

Writer-director Victor Nu- 
nez says Fonda was always 
on a short list of candidates, 
but there was one thing in 
particular that helped win 
him the role of the taciturn 
patrician forced to raise his 
two granddaughters when 
his son is sent to prison. 

“I thought he really had an 
understanding of who Ulee 
was, based on the inside, 
but also from the outside, 
having been a child of a 
Ulee." Nunez says. 

Fonda agrees, noting that 
his father, like the fiercely 
independent loner Ulee 
Jackson, was a good and 
decent man. but one never 
at ease in showing his feel- 
ings, particularly to his fam- 
ily. 

"So when I went to my 
well (to study the charac- 
ter). J had inside informa- 
tion." he adds, chuckling. 

It was method acting, he 
continues, the kind his 
father "used to always make 
fun of Jane and me for 
studying." 

If his father was reticent. 
Fonda comes across as any- 
thing but. Although soft- 
spoken, there’s a touch of 
the raconteur in him. He 
delights in telling stories 
that run the gamut from act- 
ing lips to speed limit laws 
to building boomboxes; 
from his famous family lo 
lesser-known friends and 
neighbours. 

"Paul Williams. The com- 
poser. singer, little short 


guy,” begins one typical 
anecdote. “I don’t know 
him but I just happened to 
sit next to him on a plane 
once and ... “ 

Then it's on to another 
tale, this one involving Ni- 
cholson and how they'd run 
into each other at an art ex- 
hibition. And how he and 
Hopper have ragged on Ni- 
cholson for years to write 
the script for a motorcycle 
movie they could all star in. 

“He says to me (switching 
now to a dead-on Nicholson 
impersonation). ’Fonda. I'll 
do it. We'll make it when 
we’re all in our 60s. .And it 
will make a bil.’” 

“I said, ‘Jack, I like your 
finances.’" he adds, laugh- 
ing heartily. 

And there is, of course, 
much to say about his fami- 
ly- 

“More people talk about 
Bridget," r he says of hi* 
daughter/ actress Bridget 
Fonda, "because she’s won- 
derful. She's a great aerress. 
she's a beautiful woman. 
She’s kind-hearted, very 
generous. ... We watch 
Preston Sturges movies to- 
gelher — and we weep.” 

Still, it annoys him that 
some people don't even 
know he has two sons, Jus- 
tin and Thomas, “who are 
very cool, man, very, very- 
cool." 

Justin also followed him 
into the business, as a cam- 
era operator. 

“His nickname is Tack 
because his focus is tack 
sharp.” Fonda says. "I did a 
little piece for Jane and Ted. 
and Justin was my second 
assistant camera operator on 
the show. There I was being 
slated by my own son. I 
thought that was radical.” 

His other son, Thomas, 
studied for his master's 
degree in metallurgy at 
Montana State University, 
where Fonda himself lec- 
tures on media and career 
arts as an adjunct professor. 

He moved to Montana 



Peter Fonda in the movie The Hired Hand 


more than 21) years ago. set- 
tling in a cabin oti kilome- 
tres from Yellowstone 
National Park, an area he 
says is ripe with transplant- 
ed Hollywood celebrities. 

"Dennis Quaid and Meg 
Ryan have a place 20 min- 
utes down the road from 
me. And Jeff Bridges and 
his wife have a ranch four 
kilometres away." 

Still another resident is his 
famous Sister Jane. The 
two-time Oscar winner is 
retired from acting, he says, 
and he doesn’t know if 
she’ll ever conic hack. 

"I would hope so because 
I'd like to work with her." 
he adds. "All I can tell vou 


is the evpresvOR 1 saw 
come over her lace when 
she told me she was quit- 
ting. 1: was a look of total 
relict. Like. ’I don't have to 
do *h:s any more.*" 

A* tor Inuseif. Fonda 
indicates he's nowhere near 
ready to quit. 

Still rail-thin, that distinc- 
tive square- jawed face 
almost untouched by age. he 
doesn’t look a!! that much 
different in person than he 
did in Easy Rider. His dress 
on this particular day. blue 
denim jacket and jeans, 
boots and a black T-shirt, 
make the comparison ail 
that much easier. 

For one thing there is still 


that movie to make with 
Hopper jnJ Nicholson, 
though rise reality is it piuh 
ably won’t be .mother biker 
film. 

"It would just he com- 
pared to Easy Riilci.” he 
says seriously, "and after all 
that's beer, writ ten ami said 
about Lasv Rider, after what 
an icon it’s become. I don't 
think that would be lair.” 

In the meantime, now that 
he's broken through the age 
hamer. he wouldn't mind 
nii ire of those Henry Fonda - 
type roles, either. 

“Ii this represents the back 
years of my life." he says 
reflecting on Ulee’s Gold, 
"well. I can hardlv wail." 


Bollywood prays for a hit as Indian films take a TY battering 

By Madhu Nainan 
T Agence France Presse 


BOMBAY — India’s film 
industry, under increasing 
pressure from television, is 
desperate for a box office 
hir after a string of big-bud- 
ger flops, producers and 
analysts said. 

There have been no box 
office hits since January'. 
This has created a financial 
crisis for distributors all of 
whom have bought rights 
from producers.” said pro- 
ducer Syed Ayub. 

Mr. Ayub, a producer of 
films and television soap 
operas, said the situation 
was “unprecedented.” 

“In the previous years we 


■ bad e| least a couple of films 
taming out to be box office 
hits in the first half of the 
year," he said. 

The Indian film industry is 
based in Bombay — nick- 
named “Bollywood” — and 
chums out about 1 ,000 
films a year, a total unparal- 
leled anywhere else in the 
world. 

About 15 per cent of the 
films are in Hindi, the coun- 
try’s official language, 
while the rest are in scores 
of regional languages. 

Mr. Ayub said a string of 
big-budget Hindi films had 
been released during the 
past few weeks "but just 
three or four will cover 
costs.” 


The biggest flop. Mr. 
Ayub said, was "Mriryudaa<n 
ta" (Harbinger of Death) 
which had the country’s 
highest-paid star. Amitabh 
Bach chan. 

Bachchan, 55, is paid 
about 50 million rupees 
(SI. 4 million) a film and 
usually plays Rambo-style 
roles. 

“Mrityudaata was the 
costliest film sold so far. at 
200 million rupees (S5.5 
million) but has been the 
worst in Bachchan’s career 
and the biggest flop for the 
industry' in the past five 
years,” he said. 

Theatre Owners Associa- 
tion President Udharam 
Thadani said about half of 


all Hindi films made u prof- 

“Wc have not had such a 
bad lime in several years,” 
he said, blaming "careless" 
producers for failing to take 
the increasing threat posed 
by cable television pro- 
grammes. 

“Most of the new films arc 
very badly made, with a 
poor script and weak story 
line, though technically they 
may be good." he said. 

"Producers arc taking 
viewers for grunted, think- 
ing that technical effects 
and big-budget productions 
will sell the films. 

"With so many television 
channels, viewers cannot be 
sold anything. When they 


see a baJ film, the word 
spreads around and that film 
is doomed, even though it 
may have been shot at exot- 
ic locations outside India." 

Cable television came to 
India around four years ago. 
revolutionising viewers’ 
choice. There are further 
plans to introduce more 
satellite channels in India. 

Thadani also pointed out: 
"Production costs and ar- 
tists’ fees have more than 
doubled in one year and all 
this is finally passed down 
to distributors, who cannot 
recover money paid for dis- 
tribution rights, if a film 
flops.” 

About 20 minion Indians 
arc estimated to so to the 


."irtM.v -y 

cinema each day. ;; 

Earlier this month 57 peo- 
ple were killed and more 
Ilian 100 injured in a stam- 
pede when a short-circuit in 
a transformer in a New 
Delhi cinema containing an 
audience of more than 
1 . 000 . 

The cinema was showing 
one of the few hits around, 
she movie Border, which 
revolves around the real-life 
story of an Indian army unir 
during the 1971 war bet- 
ween India and Pakistan. 

Despite the tragedy, the 
film is continuing to draw 
full houses in the Indian 
capital. 


H. Kong entertainment industry likely to weather handover 


By Karen Lowe 
Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — China’s 
looming takeover has not 
clouded Hong Kong's 
vibrant entertainment indus- 
tiy that, experts say, could 
explode rather than wither 
under Beijing's rule. 

Moreover, entertainment 
executives operating in 
Hong Kong say that within 
the next five to ten years it 
will be Hong Kong, not 
Beijing, that will be the 
chief artistic influence in 
Chinese filmmaking. 

“There is too much going 
on there for it not to be. 
Residents have gotten used 
to a certain standard of artis- 
tic freedom,” said James 
Kralik, who heads Hong 


Kong-based Lark Interna- 
tional Entertainment. 

Lark Entertainment has 
distribution rights to all the 
Bruce Lee films and 24 
Jackie Chan movies, and 
has entered into joint ven- 
tures in Hong Kong that 
increasingly will produce 
more quality films, Kralik 
said. 

When China becomes a 
key Hong Kong movie mar- 
ket, he said, there will be a 
mammoth demand for 
Chinese-language films for 
the country’s growing popu- 
lation of younger residents 
with money and leisure time 
on their hands. 

Indeed, while some busi- 
nessmen have long since 
fled the British colony in 
anticipation of the July 1 


Chinese takeover, the local 
entertainment industry 
stayed put. Circling are for- 
eign media investors who 
smell profits. 

“We’re definitely not 
pulling out, but we will wait 
for about six months before 
we decide whether to 
expand," said one satellite 
television company execu- 
tive here who asked not to 
be indentified. 

For the time being. Asian 
audiences an: being fed a 
steady, low-protein diet of 
Baywatch, Dallas and Knots 
Landing reruns. But Hong 
Kong-bascd industry execu- 
tives say that will change. 

Western movies that long 
dominated Hong Kong's 
film and television industry 
are increasingly taking a 


backseat to honiegrow n 
films that cater to local 
tastes, culture and language. 

"People want to he enter- 
tained in their own language 
with their own day-to-day 
worries and with the sub- 
tleties of their own lan- 
guage,” Kralik told industry 
leaders from both sides of 
the Pacific at an entertain- 
ment forum here. 

"There is finally the con- 
sumer power in Hong Kong 
to justify the big budgets 
that Hollywood produces.” 
Kralik said. 

Eighty per cent of the 
money Hong Kong's six 
million inhabtants dish out 
for movies comes from 
films made in Hong Kong. 
Those same movies can be 
offered to Taiwan’s 20 mil- 


lion people, many w ho have 
the means to go to the cine- 
ma. Kralik said. 

"This is rare to find. No: 
even France and Gcrm.mv 
can compete because they 
don't have die critical 
in terms of pa> ing turn iego- 
ers that Hong Kong has. he 
said. 

As the local -based enter- 
tainment industry consoli- 
dates in Hong Kong. Tai- 
wan and eventually China, 
it will become increasingly 
harder for those who are not 
players now to penetrate the 
market later. 

Mindful of this, entertain- 
ment attorney Stephen 
Schurt* at the recent Asia 
Society Entertainment Fo- 
rum urged L'.S. and Euro- 
pean movie studios, cable 


and satellite television exec- 
ute es to get a toehold m 
Hong Kong now. 

To be there when the en- 
tertainment industry shifts, 
Sch.irf said, "you have to be 
there at the beginning of the 
industry and you have to he 
prepared for a Iong-teun 
investment because there 
will be risk." 

And while the proliferation 
of cable channels and satel- 
lite television has created a 
dire need for creative con- 
tent, Scharl said it has also 
generated lucrative opportu- 
nities for Holly wot id’s un- 
rivalled technical expertise. 

"We have to build the- 
atres. launch satellites, up- 
link digital content.' Sc hart 
said. “This is an enormous 
opportunity to invest.” 


Hong Kong handover inspires retro fashion in Shanghai 


By Leu Slew Ying 
Agence France Presse 

SHANGHAI — Patriotism 
whipped up by Hong Kong's 
imminent return to Chinese 
sovereignty has found a no- 
vel way of manifesting itself 
in China’s fashion capital 
with the comeback of the fig- 
ure-hugging Qipao dress. 

Shanghai's women, famed 
for their beauty and good fig- 
ures, are turning themselves 
out in adaptations of the Qi- 
pao. popularised worldwide 
by Suzie Wong, the prostitute 
heroine of the Hong Kong 
novel The World Of Suzie 
Wong. 

The sheath with high slits 


which moulded every curve 
of Suzie's and is still the pre- 
ferred dress of some ‘Tai- 
Tais’ in Hong Kong and some 
other South East Asian capi- 
tals is an adaptation of the 
flowing Manchu Qipao. 

The dress, regarded as bour- 
geois, disappeared in China 
during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion, from 1966 to 1976. But 
with the opening up of the 
country, fashion houses have 
sought to revive it, with some 
success, as a uniform in 
restaurants and hotels. 

The tide seems to have 
turned this year as young 
women take lo the streets in 
Qipao-inspired tops called 
“Kuas” and even full-length 


outfits with provocative 
cutouts. 

“Since march, made-to- 
meusure Qipaos have be- 
come more popular,” said Fu 
Mingfang, an official with 
Pengjie Garment Company, 
which specialises in tailoring 
Qipao dresses. 

"The ceremony for the han- 
dover of Hong Kong will 
come soon and some women 
who know Qipao is popular 
in Hong Kong are quietly 
wearing them in the streets to 
show their patriotism,” Fu 
said. 

Ye Ttanmin, a designer 
with Shanghai Tongxing 
Fashion Garment Factory, 
said an implicit reason for the 


revival was the spirit of 
revolt against imperialism as 
Hong Kong's handover — 
widely seen as the Iasi retreat 
of British imperialism — 
draws close. 

The Qipao was developed 
from the Manchu dress as a 
protest by the Han race, to 
which most Chinese belong. 
Han women were forced lo 
wear Manchu garment*. — a 
loose tunic with wide sleeves, 
side slits and high collars, Ye 
said. 

The high collars, the 
sleeves, the waist and the 
length of modem-day Qipao 
had further been adjusted to 
meet the demands of working 
women, Yc said. 


Fu said the Chinese had 
changed their concept of the 
dresses which, they once 
regarded as the artire of the 
upper class. 

Improving living condi- 
tions and the rediv is ion of 
society into classc* made 
some pev>p!e feel that wear- 
ing the Qipao conferred sta- 
tus on them, he said, adding it 
liad become de rigeur as 
party dress and part of the 
travelling wardrobe. 

The Qipao shows off the 
figures of well-endowed 
Shanghai women while for 
the few who are less well- 
endowed. it can hide defect*. 

Gao Xiaomei. an English- 
language programme director 


at Shanghai Television, si id 
Nhe vi ore the Qipao for for- 
mal ivcasiwis because ”il is 
unique and draws the atten- 
tion and admiration ot iny 
colleagues." 

Oil painter Chen, whose 
works >e!l like hot cakes and 
received w ide publicity on te- 
levision show s where they arc 
used as part of the sets, admits 
his an had probably spawned 
a fashion trend, though he did 
not set out to do this, 

”Mv paintings have likely 
influenced Shanghai wo- 
men’s dressing and m.ide 
their life more colourful and 
improved the way they hold 
themselves. It is a good and 
pleasant thing," he said. 
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Better floss — Bad gums linked 
to heart attacks, premature births 


By Daniel Q. Haney 
The Associated Press 


BOSTON — Anybody 
who has ever been to a 
dentist has heard it 
already: flossing and 

brushing keep the gums 
healthy so your teeth 
don't fall out But more 
could be at stake than 
mere teeth, studies show. 

Maybe your heart, for 
instance. 

Scientists are investi- 
gating the idea — odd as 
it sounds — that bad 
gums create mischief in 
places far from the 
mouth. Indeed, they say 
the bacteria that live 
around the teeth, or per- 
haps -the body's reaction 
to them, may even con- 
tribute to the diseases 
that eventually do you in. 

At a recent conference 
on the subject at the 
University of North Ca- 
rolina, Dr. Raul Garda 
playfully flashed a slide 
that summed np what 
many in the audience 
were probably starting to 
think : “Gum disease 

kills,” it warned. "‘Floss 
or die.” 

Dr. Garda, a dentist at 
the veterans administra- 
tion outpatient clinic in 
Boston, is the first to 
admit none of this has 
been proven. No one can 
say with certainty that 
bad gums do anything 
worse than ruin your 
teeth. But a strong cir- 
cumstantial case has 
started to form. 

“It's not an unreason- 
able hypothesis, although 
on the surface it appears 
to be a leap of faith,” says 
Dr. Steven Offenbacher, 
a dental researcher at the 
University of North Ca- 
rolina. 

Dr. Offenbacher is 
studying the possibility 
that gum disease is a 
major trigger of prema- 
ture births. Others are 
examining . the theory 
that it helps dog the 
arteries and cause heart 
attacks. Still others won- 


der if it contributes to 
diabetes. 

About three-quarters 
of adults over age 35 
have some degree of peri- 
odontal disease, a pain- 
less condition that often 
gives off few warnings 
except, perhaps, red 
gums and bleeding when 
brushing. 

Under the surface, 
however, are pockets of 
infection that contain, lit- 
erally, billions of bacte- 
ria. If this oozing mess 
was out where it could be 
seen, it would be a bone- 
deep sore the size of the 
palms of both hands. 

In theory, this load of 
bacteria creates a smol- 
dering, low-grade infec- 
tion that inflicts its dam- 
age slowly over time. The 
main evidence so far 
comes from studies that 
follow large numbers of 
people to see if those who 
have bad gums fare dif- 
ferently from those who 
don't. The studies strong- 
ly hint that people with 
periodontal disease have 
a higher than usual risk 
of heart attacks. 

Among the most imp- 
ressive is the VA’s norma- 
tive a g in g study in Bos- 
ton, which has followed 
1,231 men who were out- 
wardly healthy when 
they were given thorough 
dental wanw in the 
1960s. The men who 
started out with bad 
gums have had about 
twice the death rate in 
the years since, especially 
from heart disease. 

Another study, con- 
ducted on 44,119 male 
health professionals at 
the Harvard School of 
Public Health, also found 
poorer health among 
men who were missing 
many teeth, a sign of gum 
disease. During six years 
of follow-up, those jritb. 
10 or fewer 


the Marshfield Medical 
Research Foundation in 
Wisconsin checked on 
the health of 9,760 Ame- 
ricans surveyed in the 
early 1970s. By 1987, 
heart disease was 25 per 
cent more common in 
those who had gum dis- 
ease at the outset But the 
risk was especially great 
for men under age 50 at 
the start They had about 
a 75 per cent greater risk 
of heart trouble. 

These studies suggest 

bad gums could be as 
strong a risk factor for 
heart attacks as smoking 
cigarettes, which is 
blamed for about 40,000 
heart-related deaths a 


any effect whatsoever. 
Still, Dr. Harold Slavkin, 
head of the National 
Institute of Dental Re- 
search, seems convinced 
this research is going 
someplace important. 

“I bet this will pan 
out,” he says. "The mech- 
anism is not understood, 
but there may be a solu- 
tion before we know how 
it works.” 

Indeed, how it works is 
a mystery. But there are 
three main theories: 


year. 

The statistical link with 
premature births is less 
convincing, but it is one 
researchers are pursuing 
avidly because of its clues 
for dealing with an espe- 
cially knotty public 
health problem. About 
250,000 infants are born 
premature and danger- 
ously small in the United 
States each year, prema- 
turity is by far the lead- 
ing cause of newborn 
deaths. 

Doctors have long 
noticed that women with 
bad teeth seem more like- 
ly to give birth prema- 
turely. Dr. Offenbacher 
studied 124 women and 
found those with gum 
disease were about eight 
times more likely than 
usual to deliver danger- 
ously small premature 
babies. 

Extrapolating such a 
small study to the entire 
country is risky. But it 
raises the possibility that 
bad gums might be res- 
ponsible for 18 per cent 
of all low-weight prema- 
ture births. 

Doctors are intrigued 
j^Jthat 

as simple as treaV 
might 


— Gum bacteria escape 
from the mouth, perhaps 
when people brush, then 
travel through the blood- 
stream and release dan- 
gerous toxins in distant 
places. A chief suspect, 
the dental bug porphy 
romonas gingi val is, can 
make blood clot and may 
help clog heart arteries 
this way. Gum germs 
have actually been found 
inside artery-plugging 
plaque. 

— Bacteria-fighting 

blood cells give off a vari- 
ety of proteins that could 
have unintended harmful 
effects throughout the 
body. Among these are 
such potent chemicals as 
tumour-necrosis factor 
and prostaglandins. 
Some of these may trig- 
ger too-early labour by 
making the uterus con- 
tract 

— Gum disease is not 
doing anything bad at all. 
Instead, a tendency to 
have gum disease, heart 
attacks and premature 
labour all result from the 
same underlying defi- 
ciency, such as perhaps a 
gene that makes the 
immu ne system overre- 
act 


or fewer teeth had 

about a two-thirds* higher 1 I'jjng £ ba4£*gj$ris 
risk of heart disease than lower this risk, 
men with close to a fill! Of course, no one has 
set of teeth. proven yet that attending 

Yet another study from to people's teeth wiljjiave 


""Like everything 
*s probably a combina- 
tion of these,” says Dr. 
Rob ert Genco, a dental 
rSluiher at the State 
University of New York 
at Buffalo. 
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BOUQUET 

By Gayle Waters Dean 


ACROSS 




1 Syrup traa 

42 Nobal phyaidst 

70 Hawnlfcn 

102 Goal down to 

0 Carnal 

46 Am who ranks 

74 Ukaa pad 

dotosf 

10 TXfTeia - character 

46 Snakatai 

suitor 

103 Groua of brVant 

14 Cunnmtor 

mengoota 

78 Boofcbag tan 

107 GaSortar 
110 IM ol toudnaa* 

18 Arelmngnl 
18 DrjrorRaratuff 

47 Party food 

48 SL 

78 Stanton 
BOSkfetatyto 

20 MoraafcflU 

4 9 baMon'i (eland 

82 MUM 

111 Ganton ktrudsr 

21 Ragton 

91 PrfeManad 
54 fcnfian auirwn 
59 Phono laatura 

83 RhwrtoBM -. 

112 Nagadma 

22 PoUarftrin 

Caspian 

113 Tail 

29 Hammer pan 

84 Muganr 

114 IMylton 

29 Hakiwnun’s 

57 Onona'aioaa 

nowM 

119 Vote* 

Mam 

60 Rtoglaadn? 

87 Ukv 

120 MooaoT 

27 fomy 
29 Rfchaoura 

60 Bm 

81 Omtaalon of ■ 

8» RwTfsdnro 

bo Oanaga 

laaaorinD 
121 SMnbadcflto 

29 ORvatom 

word 

81 Food Wfctamor 

word 

31 Calm 

69 Laura Dam Sm 

82 Lab oompweid 

122 Early Fort 

33 Excaatfva 

87 Slangy rofunl 

84 QymnasHo Horn 

123 GandaMualy 

39 Unctuwa 

86 JuddalaOka 

88 Karr dm 

IM Hankortogs 

39 Pmwi 

66 Riiilha wrong 

TOO Globa 

125 Put* show 

37 fold Bm 

way 

101 Tope 

129 Stogor Data 

□OWN 





1 Stotar Sara had 

33 Comptou 

84 Vlpoda 

87 Fuss 

two 

34 Bern 

BS Praas sgsnt? 

88 King ol iha 

2 Conn up 

35 Bruton one 

88 Thornton WHetto 

Frantaa 

3 Hasped 

37 SntMtoa 

mkUenanw 

99 AKtoteaual 

4 Garland 

38 Showery mown 

68 Lasso 

order 

STtaUng 

38 State 

70 Toaster bK 

in BuSfrg cheats 

0 Baton 

. 40 Buenoe — 

71 Of heartog 

103 PatoaMuoe 

7 Sctostn 

41 Staopta 

72 Red Cron 

104 Carrot tamBy 

8 HZ dander 

42 Qrowdkn 

loustor. Barton 

annuel 

8 Hfgti degree 

43 Ahriman's tone 

73 Toi 

106 Rxmewuraa 

10 biOMMrtwptoea 

44 Sarioue 

74 Dweta 

roc Garre 

11 Sbatared 

46 Kind of pitcher 

75 Roman road 

107 Heftneifc 

12 Soadtfy 

90 Flea 

78 Crow uk 

108 Wheel shaft 

13 Decreed 

62 Bereto Abbotfs 

77 Cypraes knob 

109 BehM 

14 MabtoaMoot 

take 

81 AouattoteNar 

schedule 

15 Woody 1 1 boy 

53 WhbalnervrebM 

84 SbtogMfamaitfy 

110 Pteaa.e^. 

16 Bring 141 

84 Emphasize 

88 TuridshmBary 

ill Hair bunch 

17 Marbles 

58 Door (tame 

udos 

115 Castor base 

20 feiconSciwUi 

support 

BS Abate 

118 Burt -bend turn 

23 Search out 

58 toon's hand tool 

88 Office Kam 

command 

M Chum cMcara 

DO Gtoettwaya 

81 WndotmBt 

117 Greauet quantity. 

30 Ssti 

8! Ratal cats and 

83 Vrmodta. 

briefly 

32 Drawabeadon 

- dogs 

95 JapaneaanMi 

lie Ptarie Motor 



Diagramleu, 31x21 
By Thomas W. Sohier 

ACROSS 
1 Evening mato 

7 Waning 

8 Steel y 

ta Adotoaeant igi 
IS Agroamant 
IB CapaL v.g, 

IB SMI 

21 Ttfhafcln-r 

22 Actress Grey 

23 Font 
27 OfTyondar 
29 forma bats 
SB OrtugH-riddan 


31 DeaintM 
33 Nunere — 

3« Tlrue to count 
3B —fto 

38 Sound recaher 

40 Baton 

41 Mm 

43 TV cook 

44 Vassal 
47 Payment 


S3 Downy 
aubttonen 
64 ‘Sweeney— ■ 
96 Broker's quote? 


79 VKtogt 
7B — ta 
7B Origins 
00 Summarmertfi 


48 Hereditary 
51 MdauH hs- 


DOWN 


1 Angn' 

2 Submerged 

3 Spinets 


6 One; Gar. 

B ChMOWMfer 

7 WafcomaMm 

8 Aaron TUbot 
& Biddy 

10 StagarKome 

11 Feifrup 

12 See nymph 
u ■ornw- 1 

14 Aiwto — 

16 GovlegL 

17 Architect Seaton 
16 Afead again 


20 Actor Humphrey 

23 Mothanof.— 

34 —poo** 

25 linka atari 
SB In favor ol 
28 Graek potto 
2B Snkazradw 
30 So* 

32 Owe 

34 Pen 

35 Listened to 
3B Ctoaeakicn 
37 Occident 

42 Whteti pemon 
44 Etorwntin sal 
46 — Vtota. CA 
46 Roar 


67 Hava USB 

81 Car type 

BO— poHol 

0S Eadi 

01 —Antonio 

84 Alirmoa™ 

02 Sw eagle 
83 Basebaira Hank 

65 LkoUfM 

66 Crazy 

S3 TWdmasa 

70 Mgh shot 
73 Wire measures 

81 Complalilypato 
93 Canafei voice 

74 Taksastasps 

8* Returns atonor 

47 Honvahsped 

B» Operating 

pan 

70 SpKRSiastaa 

^9 LBSaisac 


60 Btosakio 
52 Stargarvildd M aL 

72 U^idy 
mototon 

53 EjSwsa and 

77 Apirtc.1 

C3iarttS5 

79Bifife»l 

55 dears adabt 

_ mttenny 


Last Week's Cryptogram* 

1. X road map wm t«U a man bow to got where hda going! not 
bow to'fold It up after he’s through. 

fc Court lay* harsh punishment on wealthy slumlord. Orders 
him to live in hla own decrepit development. 

S. Would loot place award In tooth brush lug con teat beget a 
unique plaque? 

4 . Friend gives view of boas.- often wrong but never In doubt. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.JLB MB J LE MQ 4}EK JWHXKL AHMKL AMUR 
EALR AMQC BM C KLCDDZ AHVJOI OEX 
QME JWJL SMDUCEA. - By Bari Inland 


8.UBQKZU BAX ROB BAKE UNAZLEQD AZ BAK 
LOS UNBULD ZURAQQUGQBAS. — ByKLC-DuyU 


56 Atom 
U Vane letrem 
6i wmtoini 

63 Repeater 

64 Plot meeueae 
ee "My corny. — . 
67 Oiuidi room 
66 lighcaid 


82 U n ao pf a sB u i Md 


BA Evergreen 


***** 


87 Pan oil 
89 Inseas 

M Caw Bound 

82 NAeraptls 


3.NOTNE DNEA IA DM UA r GSBLIGA TUBMW 
-BIG FRAUD- ALNRPT IPAN OS DlFPSY IT 
NEWFNBNT. — ByEdHnddtaea 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



GO 
□□□crj 
□ CJUUQ 
□□□a 

□nnna 

CO 0 GOUOG 

□ 1015 U UUCJOU CCS 

□OOO □ QEJQOEHn 

□□□□ oono oguu 
ODiaia oquij 
ana □=□□□ oao 
onoEi anna aum 
□□□□ aaoa □□□□ 
ouiiUQODu uuun 


ana edqdo 
none i j 
□□ aon 
noon 

0 untin 

000013 

□DE ' 


4.1 M 1BBHOMMOO WL PADS GIEE, EY CI0OH 
GO LOOK JOKEYYKOB TW JO BBODYELEOB 
PAMY IM "HOMEBODY.- — By Frank N. Slab. 


Curbs on gene screening 


9 ln 1 & 0 Sa British con*Hny 


began sdlbg tE3tito 
identify cwrfcfs of tiie 
cystic floras gene 
oft creetstf putofic demand 




&t^krjer^ or Insurers kam of 


V'Danrirg GwipnnK» from uffrriflfl 
fanatic taafCA dirfitftjy to cWMriStt 
uiwter16 


twb'ng chSfinpn tv oyt if 


V^Fi sn id tting only doctors to 
oMMlWt 
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How a crossed Czech 


helped fight genetic disease 


By Sanjiva Wgesinha 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
— My colleague Tomas is a 
lucky man. 

His first stroke of good 
fortune was to be born in 
Prague shortly before the 
era of Alexander Dubcek, 
who led the 1968 Czechos- 
lovakian Communist re- 
form movement 

Unfortunately, since Dub- 
cek was a visionary bom 20 
years before his time, his 
liberalisation was short- 
lived. So, once Soviet tanks 
rolled into Prague, Tomas’ 
parents decided prudently to 
migrate to Australia. 

Having arrived in Mel- 
bourne, Tomas had his sec- 
ond stroke of luck. He went 
to a good school, entered 
Melbourne University, and, 
in due course, graduated as 
a doctor: Which is how I 
came to meet him, since we 
found ourselves a couple of 
, ago wodting in the 
^same hospital. 

Fortune blessed, 
whem-at universit 
fell jn love with and married 
a Sri Lankan medical stu- 
dent. By the time I met 
Tomas, he and Nelun had a 
beautiful six-year-old child 
— who seemed to have in- 
herited her father’s intellect, 
her mother’s good looks 
and the Devil’s own charm. 
Tomas used to refer to her 
proudly as “our crossed 
Czech.” 

Having gone into detail 
about Tomas’ good luck, I 
must put the record straight 
and mention that his family 



had some bad luck going for 
ir as well. Two of the four 
children bora to Tomas’ par- 
ents had died in early child- 
hood — vic tims of an inher- 
ited disease called mucovis- 
cidosis, or cystic fibrosis. 

This disease (which I did 
not see during the years I 
practised in Sri Lanka and 
Hong Kong) is the result of 
the body’s mucous and 
sweat glands functioning 
abnormally. The sweat of 
affected children is highly 
concentrated and salty, 
while the mucous produced 
b|y the digestive system, and , 
lungs become abnormally, 
thicteagd sticky^-- / 
Consequently, children 
with cystic fibrosis cannot 
secrete digestive enzymes 
such as pancreatic juice — 
and so they cannot digest 
their food properly and thus 
fail to thrive. At the same 
time, their airways become 
blocked, with the result that 
they suffer from persistent 
coughs and chest infections. 

Since there is no definite 
cure for the disease, until a 
few years ago most affected 
children died before they 
reached adulthood 
Today, sufferers can be 


given artificial pancreatic 
enzymes orally, which can 
be taken with meals so that 
their food can be digested. 
They can also be given pro- 
phylactic antibiotics to pre- 
vent them getting chest 
infections. 

Unfortunately, these ther- 
apeutic measures have to be 
started in infancy and con- 
tinued for life. 

Cystic fibrosis, which is 
almost entirely confined to 
families of European origin, 
is inherited only if both par- 
ents have tile abnormal cys- 
tic fibrosis (CF) gene.. 

All babies inherit 23 pairs. , 
of chromosomes from their- 
parents, and these 46- chro- 
mosomes contain the genes 
which carry the characteris- 
tics we inherit from our an- 
cestors. The abnormal gene 
that in almost all cases is 
responsible for cystic fibro- 
sis is carried on chromo- 
some number seven. But for 
a child to be affected, it 
must receive a CF gene 
from both parents. 

People with only one CF 
gene, therefore, will not 
have the disease, but they 
carry the abnormal gene, 
and can pass it on to their 


offspring. 

If both parents carry the 
CF gene, their children have 
a one in four chance of be- 
~tng born with the disease — 
as happened to two of To- 
mas' unfortunate siblings. 
If, however, a carrier (as 
Tomas quite likely is) mar- 
ries a non-carrier (as Nelun 
almost certainly is) then it is 
virtually impossible for 
their children to be bom 
with cystic fibrosis. 

If Tomas had remained in 
Czechoslovakia, where 
there are more carriers of 
the CF gene than there are 
in Sri Lanka, he would have 
had a much chance of pro- 
ducing a child affected by 
cystic fibrosis. 

Although I am sure that 
such considerations did not 
enter his thinking at the 
time that he and Nelun were 
contemplating marriage, 
serendipity (from the Sri 
Lankan tale of The Three 
Princes of Serendip) has t 


favoured him'. 'By seeing 
that .the children he fathers 


will' have acquired genes 
from Australia’s large and 
varied non-European gene 
pool, Tomas has ensured 
they will not suffer from the 
same terrible disease chat 
killed his brothers and sis- 
ters. 

Which. Tomas says, is one 
of many good reasons for 
marrying a Sri Lankan ra- 
ther than finding himself a 
Czech mate. 

“After all,” he adds, “what 
better way of crossing a 
Czech?” — Gemini News. 
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Potentially lucrative impotence drug 
could improve company ’s prospects 


By John Hendren 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The drug that Pfizer Inc. Researchers tested 
on British University students was supposed to raise blood 
flow to the heart 

The rush of blood filled a more southerly organ instead. 

In the unpredictable world of drug development one man’s 
side-effect can be another man’s cure. The company is now 
preparing to ask the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to approve the drag — as an impotence treatment 

The drug. Viagra, could spare users the discomfort of cur- 
rent treatments and, analysts say, make Pfizer a le ader in the 
impotence market Pfizer expects Viagra to receive FDA 
approval next year and Lehman Brothers estimates sales at 
$500 million by 2003. 

The drug owes its marketability less to what it does than to 
what it doesn’t do: Make strong men wince. 

Existing impotence drugs must be either injected into the 
penis or inserted directly into the urinary tract, both unpopu- 
lar delivery methods. Viagra, by contrast is ingested in the 
form of a pill, and appears to have only minor side-effects. 

Unlike the injections, which can leave the user erect for an 
hour without outside stimulation, Viagra allows the user to 
react normally to sexual stimulation. 

“It doesn’t make you 21 again, but it does solve the prob- 
lem, said Robert W. Shay, a 70-year-old Los Angeles resident 
who has taken Viagra for almost a year. 

Mr. Shay, who used to take performance-boostin g injections, 
said Viagra allows him to function about 85 per cent as weU as 
he did when Iks was younger — about as well as the shots. 

The potential market for impotence treatments is vast An 
estimated 30 million men in the United States — more than 
one in eight — have potency problems. The problem gets 


worse as men age. Two men in five have problems getting an 
erection at age 40. Nearly seven in 10 do at age 70. 

Pfizer estimates the number of men coping with impotence 
worldwide at 140 million. 

Although penile implants have been available for years, fee 
FDA only approved the first impotence drug, Caverject, in the 
summer oM 995. The injectable drag from Pharmacia and 
Upjohn Co. s relaxes smooth muscle in the penis, allowing 
blood to flow in and cause an erection. 

Last December, the FDA approved Muse, a suppository ver- 
aon of the same drag, a synthetic form of the hormone 
ftosteglandm E that is genetically called Alprostadil. But 
Muse snU Jeft many users squeamish. To insert the tiny med- 

™vL pC 2f t ’ a i !? d 5 P lun S er » pushed I 1/2 inches (3 3/4 
cm) into the end of the penis. 

Viagrahas been tested in clinical studies, and the results are 
promising. 

° f l 11 men ’ 87 P" “ nt ° f Merits 
? b f , fiL ? anolbcr study of 416 men, 48 per cent 
^^-^igrauune dose and 78 percent of 

^v^tS ^ v,agra “p* 

But effectiveness isn’t everything. 

y ?w have * shoot yourself in the penis 
wim a needle, most would say no, ’ Mr. Shav noted. 

That hasn t been lost on analysts. 

““SF analyst Mariola B. Haggar wrote 
prospec,s *■ ^ pm Ito 
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(B) 469. (Starting with 4, each figure is doubled, and one 
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pdre^ualslhe'par vakef or p^ce a?wh*h™ ** ^ 

2. Slang Kim for a .hillin ' pnce “ whlch 11 wa» 

J.,. M iscellaneous securities of doubtful 

4. William Jennings Bryan. 

5. Bank of North America in Philadelnh;^ 

1- E«e^o“o^fo^ e g e S? ction . s in London - - 
8. Hungary (used from 1925 ° bUgaDOn ^ 
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Ancient Egypt lives again 


By Johanna Kristjonsdottir 

A. SMALL island on the 
- Eiver Nile, Jacob Island, a 
snort drive from downtown 
Cairo, has become a living 
museum. Visitors to Egypt 
encounter colourful 

papyrus drawings every- 
where, but probably few are 
aware that the technique of 
producing these sheets for 
script and an was lost for 
almost a millennium. 

Hass an Ragab, a retired 
Egyptian diplomat, brought 
the marvel] ous technique 
back to life in the 1970s: it 
entails taking the central 
pith of the Cyperus 
papyrus, a tall, aquatic 
gT^ss-Uke plant, cutting it 
into thin strips and drying jt 
to form a smooth, thin 
paper-like writing surface. 

Dr. Ragab and 300 
helpers have also recreated 
an Egyptian village of the 
1500 B.C. era and its daily 
life on the island, one of the 
many tiny islands on the 
River Nile. 

The traveller entering this 
village, just a few minutes 
away from the overcrowd- 
ed, dirty and noisy streets 
of Cairo, experiences the 
-^uphoria of taking a trip 
into the past — a past 
which is quiet and serene. 

Ola Mahmoud, a young 
and knowledgeable guide, 
says that Dr. Ragab wanted 
real people in the village, 
but dressed in the fashion of 
thousands of years ago. So 
the 13 hectares of the island 
were chosen and several 
thousand trees were planted 
around the shores. Their 
purpose was to block the 


\iew of Cairo, a target not 
quite achieved yeL 

The first trees were Harp 
palm and sycamore, identi- 
fied from paintings on 
tombs; then came other 
trees and plants known to 
the ancient Egyptians but 
no longer found in Egypt. 

Dr. Ragab went outside 
Egypt in search for the 
plants — mainly in Sudan 
and Ethiopia ' — and 
brought them to the island. 
Over the next decade, he 
watched them grow again 
in the soil that had once 
been their native home. 

Species of flowers, birds 
and animals found on the 
walls of tombs in Saqqara. 
Luxor and several other 
places were also gathered. 
Wildlife includes the sacred 
ibis, the Nile crocodile and 
the geese of Maidum — 
named after the tow n where 
a 4000-year old painting 
was found. 

While a boat glides 
soundlessly round the 
island, replicas of the 
ancient gods appear amid 
the papyrus plants and 
trees. Amoo, the king of all 
gods, is sometimes repre- 
sented as a human being 
with a ram’s head, signify- 
ing wisdom. 

Thoth, the lunar god in 
the form of a man with the 
bead of an ibis, holds the 
pen and a scribe’s ink 
palette. Horns, the falcon 
god, symbolises the power 
of good over evil. 

Bes, the dwarf god from 
the south, and many others 
provide delightful glimpses 
into the mind of the ancient 
Egyptian. 


These statues, some ele- 
gant and others somehow 
grotesque, give the feeling 
that the gods are protecting 
the village. 

The recreation of the life 
in a village of 3.500 years 
ago was difficult. It took 
years of research at muse- 
ums and universities, not 
only in Egypt but more or 
less around the world. 

On the island, I visited a 
nobleman’s house. Entering 
through the gate one sees a 
garden which has a square 
pool sprinkled with multi- 
coloured water Lillies and 
lotuses. To one side is a 
trellis pergola with climb- 
ing vines and on the other 
side a staircase leading to 
the roof. 

On the veranda supported 
by four columns siLs the 
nobleman. The veranda is 
his office, his reception and 
working room. Tire noble- 
man is busy conferring with 
his scribe. 

From the veranda one 
steps into the hall, which is 
the most important part of 
the house. It serves as draw- 
ing room, living room and 
dining room. 

To the left side of the hall 
is the room of the lady of 
the house where all the 
ingredients for her make-up 
can be seen. Sometimes she 
is attended to by maids who 
also play the lute for her 
amusemeni. 

Nearby is the farmer’s 
house with Maidum geese 
wandering even' where. 

Everywhere in the village 
people can be seen work- 
ing: white-robed farmers 
working in the field, with 


others driving oxen and fur- 
row ing the land with wood- 
en ploughs. Some are plant- 
ing seed with a following 
herd of rams trampling the 
seed well into the ground. 

There is a yard for boai- 
builders. Some workers are 
making papyrus, wine and 
perfume. Potters are at 
work and fishermen are 
preparing to cast their nets. 
Women are baking bread 
and- to make the village 
compleie, there is a market. 

The temple is the only 
one of the ancient style to 
be found standing whole in 
today’s Egypt. 

Dr. Ragab believed the 
temple was not only a place 
of worship bur also the 
house of an ancient god. 

Sometimes Dr. Ragab 
himself is to be found here. 
He Is busy to fulfill at least 
one more dream on his 
island — the building of a 
pyramid. 

Ola, the guide, says work 
begun on a pyramid six 
years ago: it looks far from 
finished. Not intended to be 
exactly like the ancient 
pyramids, its steel frame 
will house a craft centre 
and a theatre for ancient 
songs and dances. 

Dr. Ragab and his co- 
workers have also made 
replicas of the ancient 
instruments that appear on 
tomb walls. Now they need 
to learn to play them. 

The writer is a journalist at 
the Icelandic daily M organ - 
bladid. She contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times. 


Promoting Afro- Arab relation 
a leadership challenge 


By Kehinde Lawanson 

THE AFRICAN child was 
nurtured on the existentials 
of Afro-Arab affinity. He 
was schooled in the war 
exploits of his forbears and 
the lessons drawn from the 
cavalry skills of Arabs. A 
sophisticated war machine 
on which the effective cru- 
sades of the pioneers of 
Islam rode. 

The writings of sub-Saha- 
ran African writers and 
poets like Cyprian Ekwensi 
of Nigeria, Leopold Seng- 
hor of Senegal and a host of 
others celebrate the Arabian 
life, its rich arts heritage, 
the inspirational sentimen- 
tality of its music, its 
unique rhythm and melody, 
the depth of its visual 
artistry expressed in sophis- 
ticated sculptures and paint- 
ings. 

Africa sees its history in 
Arabia — a luxuriant inter- 
lock of Africa's rich oral 
tradition and ageless record 
of the .Arabian historian. 
Sub-Saharan African life is 
flavoured with the reality of 
Arabian influence — its 
religion — a testimony of 
very early contacts nurtured 
in frequent renewals; its 
dressing modes, whether in 
the affluent male garb — 
which the Yorubas of Nige- 
ria call “agbada” or the gen- 
erous female “boubou". 
bear imprints of Arabian 
fashion. Also the indige- 
nous African music is a pot- 


pourri of varying Arabian 
musical regimes. 

Whai then is the differ- 
ence? What caused the dis- 
tance? These are puzzling 
posers on the free run of an 
Afro-Arab relationship of 
cold apathy and complacen- 
cy. 

If Africans are the lost kin 
of the Arabs, why the indif- 
ference to Africa's pains? 
Why the Arabian silence at 
Africa's deprivation and 
dilemma — why the Arabi- 
an absence in Africa — a 
passive foreboding lhai has 
held back its help and coun- 
sel and much more — a 
silence that has blocked its 
light from shining through 
our darkness or its thought 
fashioning a way in our 
wilderness. 

1 have been in Jordan for 
three weeks — my first visit 
to the Middle East — I have 
enjoyed the generous hospi- 
tality at all levels of Jordan- 
ian society, comparable to 
the selfless zealotry of an 
African host. We have met 
His Majesty the King and 
Her Majesty the Queen, 
both quintessential royalty 
in its most regal and subtle. 
We have also met His Royal 
Highness the Crow n Prince, 
who demonstrated presence 
and attention to detail. 

The prime minister hosted 
us in Amman and in Karak 
— an invitation to share not 
only the rich culture but 
also the love of his people. 

Jordan also revealed the 


relics of its past, with the 
surviving memorials of 
invasion and dominance by 
the Romans and Greeks, 
which n gloriously sur- 
vived; it also shared w ith us 
its vision of the future 
which Ls hinged on the 
peaceful coexistence of all 
its neighbours, the prosper- 
ity of its people and the 
upholding of the sacred 
dynamism of its institution 
and tradition. 

We visited the interesting 
Wadi Rum. a glow of light 
seen from the reaches of 
darkness. It is both beauti- 
ful and dreadful. It speaks 
of peace sprouting out of 
the ravages of w ar or N.mu- 
ly out of the relics o! 
destruction and light out ul 
the cold darkness ot 
destruction. 

Most African countries 
severed relationship with 
Israel ir. response to the cj!1 
of the Arabs after the 19 7 J 
war. Relationships have 
only been restored lately , m 
the wake of a laudable 
Arab- Israeli rappns: he • 

mem. This is a deb: that has 
remained unpaid, perhaps 
subordinated to other inter- 
ests — very uncharacteris- 
tic of Arabs. 

In Jordan today there is 
only one African embassy. 
In fact, there is no sub- 
Saharan presence. This 
needs to change, its place 
taken by a vigorous and 
active policy of involve- 
ment expressed through the 


vehicles ol education, com- 
merce and trade. Mine-, 
and culture. Jordan's voice 
must Iv heard as Africa 
pursues political stability, 
socio-poliuc.t: integration 
and economic dev cloptneni. 

The Aran presence must 
be felt as Africa combats 
famine and diseases, it 
should also broker peace. 

In the sktlltully choreo- 
graphed programme ol the 
L'mted Nations Universi- 
ty Internationa! Leadership 
Academy's Vi to, leadership 
programme. participants 
were randomly placed as 
gee. 'is ii: some Jordanian 
Ironic v My host was a 
retired Jordanian anm gen 
eral with three beautiful 
J. i lighters and two suns. 

The family treated its to a 
very rich nieuu ol Arabian 
dekcuctcs. A grandmother 
;n my host’s family identi- 
fying me as an African 
sought to know my nation- 
ality, which 1 volunteered. 
She :cadiiv acknowledged 
that she had met Ntgeiiittis 
m Mecca Why is Africa not 
siimUuiV acknowledged by 
the Arabs 

The International I. cadet- 
ship conference promises 
and should promote ;i new 
dawn in Afro-Arab rela- 
tions. That is our leadership 
challenge. 

77.v writer is ,i panic tfuint 
m the t \Y l -‘hiu main >na! 
Leadership It udciny. 
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Cold snap on Mars puts probe in peril 
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By Steve Connor 

AN ATTEMPT to land the 
first spacecraft on Mars for 
21 years is under threat; 
because , scientists got tqp' 
. Martian weather forecsfst; 
‘>vrong. 

r They had expected Mars 
to be, if not dry with sunny 
spells, at least warm and 
calm. Instead, in the ulti- 
mate long-range forecast- 
ing error, it has turned out 
to be cold and stormy. 

Mars, at least 60m miles 
away, was originally 
thought to have predictable 
weather that would pose 
few- problems for the 
Pathfinder probe as it 
descended into the red 
planet’s thin atmosphere. 
The climate turns out to be 
wildly chaotic, threatening 
to disrupt the landing 
scheduled for July 4. 
American Independence 
Day. 

The Hubble telescope 
has taken detailed images 
of Mars showing that its 
■^weather can alter dramati- 
cailv .within days. Separate 
research -by scientists at 
Oxford University suggests 
that winds on Mars can 
blow at more than 150tnph, 
making it more difficult for 
the probe to survive. 

pathfinder, a small space- 
craft designed to land with 
the help of a parachute and 
Inflatable air bags, could 
be blown off course, said 
Professor Fred Taylor, 
head of planetary physics 
at Oxford. 

“The air is very thin but 
the winds are fairly high. 
They can get up to 70 or 80 
metres a second. This is 
high enough to have a seri- 
ous effect when something 
is coming down on a para- 
chute and trying to land. If 
. At is moving sideways too 
rtiuch it can slam into boul- 
clers,” he said. 

“Tbe initial threat is get- 
ting dow n safely. If it flips 

POUNDBURY, England (R) 
— On a lush green hillside in 
rural Dorset, one man’s vision 
of utopia is being realised- 

No ugly television aerials 
sprout from the roofs, no gar- 
ish neon lights compete with 
the sunset, cars are tucked 
away in paved courtyards and 
there’s not a block of concrete 
to be found. 

After years of attacking 
modem architecture, Britain s 
future ldng. Prince Charles, 
has put theory into practice and 
tried to show the world how 
^Hhe traditions of the rural past 
'can live in harmony with die 
needs of modem development. 

The urban village of Pound- 


over from high winds it is 
designed to make itself 
upright- It has to do rhai 
otherwise it cannot com- 
..municate back to Earth.” 

When the two Viking 
“‘"spacecraft landed on Mars 
1 in 1976 they sent back pic- 
tures of a planet that 
seemed calm and relatively 
warm. The dusty atmos- 
phere was producing a 
greenhouse effect by trap- 
ping solar radiation. 

The Hubble telescope 
has shown that Mars oscil- 
lates between thar weather 
pattern and another 
extreme of clear air with 
clouds of ice in the sky. 
Under those conditions 
temperatures can plummet 
100C at night to minus 
S0C. 

The spacecraft must be 
heated at night to prevent 
its systems from freezing, 
but if extra power is need- 
ed, its batteries, though 
rechargeable, could be 
depleted prematurely. Data 
may be prevented from 
being returned to Earth- 

Pathfinder is the first 
aitempt to land a roving 
vehicle on another planet. 
It will deploy a six- 
wheeled robot, guided by 
operators at mission con- 
trol on Earth, to venture 
away from the landing site. 

The rover will take read- 
ings of Martian rock and 
soil to help shed light on 
the possible existence of 
extraterrestrial life. 

Dr. Matthew Golombek, 
the project scientist at the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) for the Pathfinder 
mission, says that the 
probe has been designed 
for climate extremes, but 
he accepts there may be 
problems. *"We can proba- 
bly deal with it but we 
would like to know as 
much as we can and be pre- 
pared,” he said. “If it is 
colder and cloudier, it can 


affect things. We use solar 
power to charge the batter- 
ies so the temperature and 
opacity of the skv is impor- 
tant.” 

NASA, which has fegftnp; 
SI 50m on the Pathfinder 
probe, admits the weather 
is going to be “consider- 
ably different” to that pre- 
dicted from the Viking 
images. “It appears that 
Mars’ roller-coaster-like 
weather is more chaotic 
and unpredictable than sci- 
entists first thought. Mars 
is more often cloudy ihan 
dusty, experiencing abrupt 
planet-wide swings 

between dusty and hot, and 
cloudy and cold.” NASA 
said. 

The Hubble telescope 
has shown Martian weather 
changing rapidly from a 
pink, cloudless sky filled 
with windblown dust up to 
a height of 10 miles, to a 
bitterly cold planet with a 
deep blue sky and brilliant 
clouds of ice. “On Earth, a 
stare of emergency would 
be declared if such an ice 
or dust storm blanketed the 
entire planet," NASA said. 

Even if the Pathfinder 
lands at a time when Mars 
is going through a dusty 
period, the high winds 
could still bring the mis- 
sion to a premature end. 
Prof. Taylor warned. “You 
could end up with a dust 
storm covering the whole 
planet. It could bury’ die 
probe completely.” 

An unusual aspect of the 
Pathfinder probe is that it 
will not go into orbh 
around Mars but will 
descend directly into its 
atmosphere immediately 
upon arrival, making it 
impossible to scan the ter- 
rain before landing. “Dr. 
Golombek said: “It comes 
screaming straight in. It is 
a door die kind of thing.” 

The Sunday Times 


MARTIAN WEATHER BLOWS HOT AND COLO 
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bury, now taking shape on the 
outskirts of the southwestern 
market town of Dorchester, is 
being built on a 162-hectare 
site sold off by the prince’s 
Duchy of Cornwall estaie. 

With its winding streets, 
flint- stone cottages. Georg ian- 
style stone houses and mix of 
luxury houses and low cost 
homes for rent. Poundbury 
embodies the ideals set out by 
the philosopher prince in his 
book “a vision of Britain”. 

“If development in the coun- 
tryside is going to take place, 
then I believe h must be done 
in such a way as to enhance 
rather than detract from the 
surrounding landscape. 


Charles turns architect’s 
dream into reality 


“That is what we are trying 
to do at Poundbuiy, as well as 
aoempt to engender a sense of 
community within an environ- 
ment comprising economic 
activity and residential use,” 
Prince Charles wrote. 

The prince's distaste of mod- 
em architecture is legendary. 
He once slammed a proposed 
extension to London's classi- 
cally proportioned 1 8th centu- 
ry National Gallery as a “mon- 
strous carbuncle" and has 


since set up his own institute 
of architecture lo remedy the 
onslaught of steel and glass 
buildings. 

He was closely involved in 
every step of the development 
at Poundbury, right down to 
the selection of bricks and 
street lamps. 

About 1 00 of the planned 
2,500 houses are now built and 
occupied us well as a handful 
of small craft workshops. 

Shops and, crucially, an 


English village pub are 
planned over the next two 
years as the development 
expands. 

The result has been a mix- 
ture of styles creating the kind 
of village that might be recog- 
nised by Dorchester's 1 9th 
century rural romantic novelist 
Thomas Hardy. 

Sheep graze in a field out- 
side a convened Victorian 
farmhouse occupied by a U.S. 
high-lcchnology firm Smtech. 


Wrought-iron wall lamps 
shed an orange glow at night. 
All Poundbury lacks are 
thatched roofs and horses in 
the streets. 

Critics, many of them vic- 
tims of royal wrath, call it 
“reLrophilia”, pastiche and 
Disneyland. 

“Its ambitions are simply 
retrogressive. It simulates a 
world of the past and a hierar- 
chy in architecture that doesn’t 
really have a place any more," 


said architect Piers Gough a* 
building got under way three 
years ago. 

"On the other hand I am clad 
Prince Charles is budding it 
because at least he can get his 
teeth into something other 
than architects. It was about 
time he cither put up or shut 
up," he said. 

Despite, or because of. its 
unique design and royal 
patronage, Poundbury has 
already become a tourist 
attraction in its own right. 

“We get tourists, architects, 
journalists. school trips, you 
name it.” said Peter Bryant, 
chairman of the Poundbury 
Resident’s Association. 


“They expect you to jump 
about and perform a circus act 
occasionally.. That’s the only 
snag with living here.” he said. 

The Poundbury villagers, as 
they like to call themselves, 
certainly don’t feel as if they 
are living out someone else’s 
dream, although the social mix 
of retired people, single moth- 
ers, young Ijniilies and a 
handful of Canadian and Span- 
ish residents is working just a> 
Charles envisaged. 

“There is quite a team spirit, 
quite ;i iiureiherncv. We had .1 
bon lire night and a rounders 
evening anJ ihosc vv ho coulj- 
n’t play Turned out to cheer," 
said Mr. Brvant. 
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Jordan exerting major efforts to increase 
agricultural exports, open new markets 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
states bought most of Jor- 
dan’s 357,000 tonnes of 
agricultural exports last 
year, but the government 
is seeking to increase the 
volume of exports and 
open new markets, espe- 
cially in Europe, Agricul- 
ture Minister Mijhem 
Khreisha said Wednesday. 

Noting that the govern- 
ment is aware of the many 
impediments that hinder 
the marketing of crops 
abroad, Mr. Khreisha said 
his ministry is exerting all 
the efforts in this respect 
and is keen on cooperating 
with the private sector to 
boost exports. 

Pointing out that Jordan 
has exported agricultural 
products to the United 
Arab Emirates, Lebanon 
and several Arabs states in 
1996, Mr. Khreisha said 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment has recently con- 
cluded an agreement with 
the European Union to 
open European markets to 
Jordanian agricultural 
exports. 

The minister, who was 
addressing the opening 
session of a workshop on 
marketing Jordanian agri- 
cultural products, said the 
government is currently 
creating sectoral commit- 
tees within the Jordan Val- 
ley Farmers Association 
to provide better assis- 
tance to fanners and guide 
them towards increasing 



A general view of the workshop 


output. 

Hassan Jaber, president 
of the Agricultural Engi- 
neers Association, 

addressed the meeting and 
called on Arab govern- 
ments to open then: bor- 
ders and remove the barri- 
ers that have been 
obstructing the flow of 
goods among their coun- 
tries and harming the 
common interest. 

Humam A1 Shawa, pres- 
ident of the Jordanian 
Society of Exporters of 
Fruits and Vegetables, 


demanded that the govern- 
ment draw up a long-term 
agricultural policy that 
would prevent the 
encroachment of buildings 
on agricultural lands so 
that people can be encour- 
;cf to invest in the land, 
loreover, he urged the 
government to create 
incentives for farmers 
who produce larger quan- 
tities and to create com- 
panies specialising in 
exporting agricultural 
products. 

The participants in the 


workshop reviewed three 
main working papers 
dealing with exports of 
agricultural products, tfte 
work of the central market 
place and the marketing of 
products inside the King- 
dom. 

Among the participants 
were representatives from 
the Agricultural Engineers 
Association, the Arab 
Agricultural and Econom- 
ic Society, and the associ- 
ation of merchants deal- 
ing with agricultural prod- 
ucts. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 1997 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This could be a very suc- 
cessful day today, with the exception of some difficulty 
which arises at home and which be dealt with. A success- 
ful friend can help you later this evening to be more pros- 
perous so listen carefully. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You should not let a loved 
one throw cold water on a new project today which could 
be quite lucrative for the days ahead. Have a happy 
evening at home with your mate and sjiend some quality 
time with him or her. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Don't allow yourself to be 
conned today into a peculiar situation by a scheming 
acquaintance who is only looking out for himself or her- 
self. Listen to the suggestions of your mate later this 
evening, because you know it is accurate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) A well-off 
friend and a fellow business associate are willing today to 
back you in a new project, so just ask for their assistance. 
Avoid a disagreement with your mate or either of you 


might say things you don’t mean. 
LEO: 


(July 22 to August 21) A clever fellow associate 
with good organisational skills can be quite helpful to you 
at this time, so make some gentle inquiries. Labour on 
turning your dreams into realities so that you can be quite 
successftil. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Instead of foolish- 
ly wasting your free time today, look around for some 
method of operation to get ahead on your career activities. 
Be sure to drive carefully while on the highway later this 
evening and avoid any difficulties. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Some plan you 
have to increase production should be discussed today 
with experts before any action is taken. You should not 
strain your budget later this evening by purchasing things 
you don't truly need. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Try to establish 
, a firm relationship today with- a prominent person who can 
be of great assistance 7 towards yon being quite successftil. 
Enjoy your loved ones this evening and relax for the days 
ahead will be stressful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Make 
better arrangements with your fellow associates today, and 
you will gain more cooperation. Rest up this evening with 
your loved ones, and be ready for a busy time in the days 
ahead which can be stressful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You are 
highly motivated today, and you can make big headway in 
creative areas, so get to it even if you have to neglect other 
matters. Later this evening will be good for going out on 
the town with dose friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A private con- 
versation today with your loved ones can bring greater 
understanding between everyone, so be sure to make it a 
friendly discussion. Be sure to drive with great care while 
on the highway. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) If you are direct with 
friends and fellow associates today, and let them know 
exactly what it is you want then you can achieve your 
desires. Start putting money away in the bank for any 
emergencies. 


Peanuts 


5EE, MARGE? HERE ARE THE 
[NAMES OF EVERYONE WHO'S 
UP FOR "OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT OF THE YEAR?.. 
THERE'S MY NAME, SEE? 


I COUNTED THEM, SIR.. 
YOU'RE FOUR HUNDREDTH 
ON THE LIST.. 


FOUR HUNDREDTH AND 
MOVING UP FASTJ 





Andy Capp 



A 


C IWI MG_H UQ 

BBT BrSTMKAnOH MIBBMnONAL 
tNOOTXAMPgASTMOIOCt WC 


HAVE you 

ANY THOUGHTS 
ON THE SUBJECT, 
ANDY? 



DEFINITELY, 
JACK. WOMEN 
.SHOULD COME 
WITH AN 
INSTRUCTION 
MANUAL V 



Mutt’nMeff 



WHyooNTyou 
BECOME ~ 
SOMEBODY? 


j 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Jab 

5 Shaft of a 
column 
10 Beer 

14 Prayer ending 

15 Woody of films 

16 Upon 

17 Beer measure 

18 Passe 

19 Miss Turner 

20 With Tittle 
provocation 

23 Law 

24 Butter 

25 Look out! 

28 Old English 

battleground 

33 Soap plant 

34 Ranee’s wear 

35 Cheer for the 
matador 

36 I a.<as 

37 Yeltsin 

38 Certain 
European 

39 Wapiti 

40 Pondered 
deeply 

41 Frighten 

42 Decreased 

44 Nook 

45 Apply 

46 Throwing 
weapon 

47 Hasty 

55 Entice 

56 “Goodnight — 

57 Vivacity 

58 Spoken 

59 Danube feeder 

60 Cable 

61 Elusive 

62 Emcees 

63 Slaughter of 
baseball 

DOWN 

1 Family member 

2 Leave out 

3 Artist Rockwell 

4 Charm 

5 Burden 

6 — Boothe Luce 

7 Voice 

8 Chirp 

9 Gives approval 


1 

2 
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1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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20 




21 
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52 
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57 
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10 Deli offering 

11 Brigham 
Young's state 

12 Spanish lady 

13 Argument 

21 Seine feeder 

22 Lot 

25 Hard roll 

26— Zola 

27 Labors 

28 Moved swiftly 

29 Parched 

30 Fastballer Ryan 

31 Stare angrily 

32 Cut 
34 Angry 

37 Silvery swimmer 

38 Mix haphazardly 

40 Mexican money 

41 Alone 

43 indeed 

44 Heavenly 
travelers 

46 Writer Stephen 
or William 

47 — gin 



JOQ QQQQBB 
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48 Sheer 

49 Russian river 

50 The Kingston — 

51 Towel word 


52 Miss Moran 

53 Spanish boy 

54 On one’s — 
(alert) 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST OR 
THURSDAY, 

JUNE 26, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to-' 
April 19) Try to use more 
standard, time-proven 
methods at your career 
activities. Avoid a new 
acquaintance who could 
lead you in the wrong 
direction from being suc- 
cessful with your business 
activities in the days 
ahead. 

TAURUS:. (April # *£ 
May 20) You can get some 
very valuable advice today 
from an individual with 
great financial experience 
who is' willing to be of 
assistance. Some good 
news will arrive later this 
evening from out of town 
which will be beneficial. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Although some 
concern may be upsetting 
you today, don’t let it 
throw you off-schedule. 
Be sure to drive with great 
care while on the highway 
later this evening and 
thereby avoid any difficul- 
ties which could exist 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
should not listen to die u 
advice of an egotistical * 
friend today, or you will 
end up in hot water. You 
can have an interesting 
evening with friends who 
have the desire to go out 
on die town at recreational 
spots. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Avoid a casual 
acquaintance today who is 
motivated only by greed 
and will not do anything 
simply for die pleasure. 
Labour on improving a 
special talent which can 
bring your greater pros- 
perity in the days ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Figure out 
how to make the situation 
at home today more ideal 
and satisfying, and steer 
■dear of a new contact who 
:&ould stow you dertvn: 
Later this evening will be a 
good time io seek out 
knowledgeable people for 
advice. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be sure you 
don’t get involved in any 
disagreements over money 
today with friends or there 
could be (tire conse- 
quences. Avoid the ten- 
dency to gossip about 
acquaintances or you 
might a lien at e these peo- 
ple. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You can 
greatly increase the value 
of your property' today by 
making a few minor 
improvements to it. You 
should not get into any 
new ventures at this time 
or you could discover that 
you will not be as success- 
ful 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 21) 
Get into some new . inter- 
ests today which win help 
to alleviate the boredom of 
the same old routines.-) 
Entertain some friends ta 
your home and thereby 
you can make them fcel 
comfortable and -quite 
welcomed. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
should forget the frivolous 
amusement you have in 
mind today, and concen- 
trate on handling your 
career activities to their 
logical conclusion. Be 
sure to drive very carefully 
later this evening and 
thereby avoid any con-: 
frontaiion. 

AQUARIUS: (Junuaiy^ 
to February 19 ) You bate a; 
commitment you foust 
keep today, so don’t feC* 
loved one deter you’ from 
this or you might na^gef 
anything accomptid^* 
'fry to make things tte fe 
on your mate this eveufog] 
by taking over 

n&ponsibUities. 

PISCES: (February 
March 20) You 
waste any time on. 
lous mutters at this C 
employ your time' 
energy wisely so th$ „ 
con be quite prodticiW^ 
Improve family retotiflfcS 
ships later this cveomr 
that everyone wfljv 
contentment. 

Dirthstone irf Jtmerl 

— Moon Stoic 
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A wa is becoming t he world’s bieeest market, fnrdrups 

Illicit drugs trade worth $400 billion 


1 i 

... \ 
1,1 Tr*- 
' Ur ,■>/ 
- 

h ^ 

11 K. 

^ k 
,r il 5) v 

d «al 

:X P-‘TV 

Ui fcj. 

inc r-i 

’ bier's 

1,1 *« i?. 
-iK'flflii 

ay Jj . 
' u gli s,r 
' U P^ 
V ta 

W-h&k 
^ ilh 
' hiaiiv. 
niite ~ 
iy ditSe 
lexis. 

nm 

y :iMi. 

e-n io £ 
irgoast 

r ytu; 
walff.V 
intent 
icnds si' 
W got, 

t" Aiic 
;i tk 
Jaj tvfe. 

h\ gt 

' ari.viir 
plrjt 
provki 
v\hitii c: 
;jt?r px- 

,> ahsij 

:ilm 

PiLmrc'. 
ic sin^r 
invrcvfe. 
and « 
ontacl ui 
, oii m 
ig MiUk: 
>rti •’* 
jvupkv 

into S'- 
: mk? 
vtfd ffl- 
ncrnu? 
ulsorte 
rc c* 
i ihfe 
sip fo- 
rt y 
the** 

I » You* 

: i he “• 

\ k4* 
u nt ; 

in ii ^ 

i inii ,; 

;| iflL* t-' 
yrtJ# 1 * 
a> toS 1 . 

s: 

L vniW- 
lie* if 
h wiH* 
xiioJ^ 

I 

irk®* 

%l *' 
iJufl 1 " 
Jhi + 


. LONDON (R, - The 
global trade in illicit dru*s 

is worth about 5400 billion 
a year and is growing 
rapidly, the United Nations 
said Thursday in its first 
report on the drags trade. 
The U.N. International 


a year — U.N. 


Drug Control Programme 
fUNDCPj said the drugs 
trade had become truly 
global and estimated that 
3.3 to 4.1 per cent of the 
world s 5.9 billion people 
regularly rook illicit drags. 

U.N. officials conceded 



Transport company distributing 
dividends at the rate of 11% 

** THE UNIFIED Company for Organising Land 
Transport is distributing about JD550,000 in divi- 
dends to shareholders at a rate of 11 per cent after 
recording JD1.2 million net profit in 1996. Board 
Chairman Mohammad Dalabieh told the general 
assembly that the company was able to transport 
over six million tonnes of eoods within Jordan and 
abroad and has paid more than JD49 million in 
transportation, salaries and benefits. 

Captain Dalabieh revealed that the company was 
j H?™* other transport companies and the 
^Ministry of Transport to establish a specialised 
transport company that would own 100 crucks. Such 
a company, he indicated, would have a JD5 million 
capital of which 40 per cent would come from the 
Unified Company for Organising Land Transport 
fUCOLT). 

The chairman said die UCOLT will utilise the 475 
dunums of land in Quweirah, acquired from the 
Aqaba Region Authority, to set up a service com- 
pound for trucks travelling from and to Aqaba and 
to also serve drivers’ needs. 

UCOLT General Manager Moh ammad Abu Assaf 
said that negotiations were still going on with the 
government to establish a land transport terminal in 
Amman. The terminal, which will have a cost 
between JD30 and JD40 million, will be a large 
building to assemble all the trucks in the Amman 
area. 

The company has stakes valued at JD834.700 in 
nine firms which have transport[reIated activities. 
Furthermore, UCOLT enjoys high liquidity as it 
held about JD5.3 million m cash and bank deposits 
at the end of 1996. Total assets amounted to JD9.01 
million (JD9.27 million in 1995) while sharehold- 
ers’ equity increased by 7. S per cent to reach JD6.3 
million. Current liabilities at the end of last year 
. totalled JD2.7 million* down from JD3.5 million at 
* the end of 1995 (AJ Aswaq + A1 Ra’i + A1 Dustour). 

Mulki stresses that price 
of cement will not be raised 

** INDUSTRY, TRADE and Supply Minister Hani 
Mulki stressed that there is no intention to increase 
cement prices, noting that there has not been any 
rise in the prices of inputs. He said that fuel prices 
did not increase and. as such, prices of transporting 
cement to the sites will not be raised. The minister 
added that all indications show that there will be no 
change on prices until the end of this year at least 
Sources at the Jordan Cement Factories Compa- 
nies denied reports of higher cement prices and said 
that there has not been any discussion at all over 
amending prices (Al Ra’i). 
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THE BETTER HALF. 

SlAs8c«3^5 


By Glasbergen 



“My mother always told me ‘be yourself, 1 
but I never felt qualified for the job.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«*vt Arnold end Al&rioti 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes. 
one tetter to each square, to farm 


RA1 

fAO 



I 

I 

_ 

r \ 

Ld 


NEYOH 

LX 




CLOASE 


lh 

Z 
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YILSAMj 


r 

7~Y v 



WMAT THE AC- 
COUNTANT EXPE- 
RIENCE!? WHEN H& 
CO MINUTER FAIL-EP. 

New ammfle drdfld totters to 
farm the surprise answer, ss sug - 
gested by the abow cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

, [L j . impel fable touchy pomade 

Be careftd. a -no string® attachetT oflerrrioht 
Jbbvb you -ALL TIED UP 


the figures were specula- 
tive but said it was impor- 
tant to pm some value on 
the mushrooming drugs 
trade. 

“A growing body of evi- 
dence suggests the true fig- 
ure lies somewhere around 
the S400 billion 
level...equivalent to 
approximately eight per 
cent of total’ mtercational 
trade,” the report said. 

“Various indicators — 
emergency room visits, 
substance abuse-related 
mortality cases, arrests of 
drug abusers, number of 
countries reporting rising 
consumption levels — 
make clear that consump- 
tion has become a truly 
global phenomenon/’ the 
U.N. body said. 

Christian Kornev all, 
director of UNDCP's divi- 
sion for operations and 
external relations, said 


high-profile and costly 

police actions had done lit- 
tle ;o stop drug trafficking, 
and supplies were so boun- 
tiful that prices were 
falling. 

“The drug problem is 
growing day by day. It has 
a high growth pattern in 
both" traditional and non- 
traditional markets/’ he 
told reporters at a briefing 
ahead of the report's 
launch. 

"I think Russia has the 
potential to become a 
major producer and con- 
sumer of drugs. This could 
destabilise everything. We 
must do something to pre- 
vent this." 

Officials said one way to 
control the problem was to 
treat addicts effectively 
and run dissuasion pro- 
grammes to persuade peo- 
ple — especially children 
— that taking drugs was 


not worth the trouble. 

‘‘One of the main prob- 
lems is the youth problem 
— people are getting into 
drugs younger and 
younger," Mr. Komevall 
said. 

Over the l^st 10 years, 
cocaine production has 
doubled and there are now 
13 million addicts around 
the world. Heroin output 
has tripled over the same 
period and some eight mil- 
lion people are addicted to 
the drug. 

One of the most notice- 
able changes is the soaring 
popularity of ampheta- 
mine-rype stimulants 
<ATSi, now used regularly 
by 30 million people. 

Mr. Korneva 1 1 said the 
market in so-called precur- 
sors — the chemicals used 
to make synthetic drugs — 
has expanded 30 limes in 
the last four years. 


“Asia is becoming the 
world’s biggest market for 
drugs and synthetic drugs 
are becoming a larger mar- 
ket than cocaine," he said. 

Organised crime gangs 
are laundering so much 
money that some countries 
run the risk of destabilisa- 
tion. the report said. Some 
10 per cent of Bolivia's 
labour force was estimated 
to be working for the illicit 
drugs industry in the eariv 
1990s. 

"Overall, perhaps the 
most significant impact of 
money laundering on the 
legitimate economy is that 
it undermines the integrity 
of the financial system and 
this, depending on the 
extent and the rapidity of 
the loss of confidence, can 
have devastating conse- 
quences at national and 
international level." the 
report said. 
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Saudi warns 
against dealing in 
counterfeit goods 


DUBAI iRj — Saudi Arabia 
has warned traders they wii! 
be fined and their businesses 
closed if they sell counterfeit 
merchandise, pan of the 
kingdom’s crackdown on 
copyright violations. 

The Commerce Ministry 
issued the wanting in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
Saudi Press Agency iSPAj 
late Monday. 

"The Commerce Ministry 
has noticed a growth m the 
import, marketing and sale 
of counterfeit goods of 
brands with quality and 
international reputation." die 
statement said. 1: warned 
traders that "importing, mar- 
keting and selling these 
goods is a crime under the 
Taw of fighting trademark 
violations." 


It said violators could tv 
fined a minimum of 5JXM 
rivals :S 1,333) w a maxi- 
mum of IOO.OTiO rivals 
Their outlets could be shut 
down for between u week 

and ‘Hll day v 

Saudi pies-, reports oiloii 
talk of a large maikel m slit* 
kingdom of c.iunKrici: 
coixlv like watches ai:.l 
clothes ot well- kia wii 

littcnutiuRjl brands. News- 
papers frequently rcjvrt 
sei/uies of such gisxk h> 
authonues. 

Saudi .-\rabia ha- -aiid it is 
nuking a maioi etimt u> 
ad. :pt ti' Will'd 1 :. : ,k Ore.ui- 
isatum st.LjklajJs .uni item is 
liv intelkviii.ii property 
lights, an tmpiTtaiil ci'iuh- 
iiuti (or ihc kmgdi Mil's jiush 
to juui the wi«r}J mute IrvI\. 


U.S. tobacco firms 
seen hiking prices, 
adding debt 


NEW YORK iR)— To pay 
for the staggering $36$ .5 bil- 
lion cost of a sweeping settle- 
ment rciicbed last week, the 
tobacco industry will be 
forced to hike retail prices 
and load up on new debt, 
industry analysts have said. 

The uncertainty surround- 
ing whether the senlemem 
with state attorney s general 
will pass muster at the WTiite 
House and on Capitol Hill, 
and how- much it could 
change in the process, makes 
it difficult to crunch fixed 
numbers, they added. 

But in the end. the expense 
will be passed directly to the 
consumer and will take its toll 
on sales. 

‘There certainly would be u 
lower (sales) volume level in 
the U.S. cigarette market" as 
a result of the pice hikes, 
said Roy Burry, a tobacco 
industry analyst at the Wall 
Street firm of Oppenheimer 
Co. 

Worst-case projections of 
sales declines call for a loss of 
about 10 to 12 per cent, while 
the best-case estimates see a 
drop of five to six per cenL 

The growth in international 
sales is expected, but should 
be tempered slightly by the 
settlement's effect on over- 
seas consumers. Exports 
account for the only volume 
growth in the industry. 

One asset manager predict- 
ed that tobacco companies 
would be forced to add debt 
to their balance sheet to meet 
the upfront paymeiiLs 

required under the settlement. 

"Philip Morris might take 
on some debt to do the 
upfront paymern. RJR Nabis- 


co is more heavily leveraged 
right now they'll have to lake 
on debt,” he said. “The guess 
on i Wall Street) is that they'll 
borrow from someone friend- 
ly, maybe even Philip Mi»r- 
ris." 

According to figures 
released by Sanfotd C. Bern- 
stein analyst Gaiy Black tkit 
use 1997 full-year profit-aml- 
loss estimates, the seldom- 
ment cost to the five major 
cigarette companies repe- 
scnLs about 153 per cent of 
annual profits, assuming set- 
tlement payouts of $12 bil- 
lion per year. 

Mr. Black and other Wall 
Street analysts project price 
hikes averaging around S0.50 
per pack, slightly less than 
one-third of the current aver- 
age retail price of SI. SO. 

Marketing and advertising 
will be slashed as a result of 
the settlement, providing sig- 
nificant savings to tobacco 
companies. Marketing 
accounts for about $0.2b of 
the retail cost of a pack of cig- 
arettes at Philip Morris, the 
analyst, said. 

The per cent of volume 
sales from discounts is dou- 
ble-digiLs at every company 
except Loews Corp. Bui dis- 
count sales may also he limit- 
ed. 

Also unclear Ls whether 
tobacco companies will he 
able to use their insurance 
policies to reduce the oui-ot- 
pockei costs of llie agree- 
ment. To date, they have not 
filed claims against their 
insurers but that may change 
once they start writing 
checks. 
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DAJANI lewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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1 hour service 


■ *5^. V -4 

®IV/( «/ ;■< ,’JT 

111 HOSPITALITY 1 

|j GASTRONOMY gj 

i : Ady e rti sement J 


Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 


WIiat Car Do You 

§*•.* N^LowSmon 

a aRales-Fax 86305 iPf 


■W. > . - v! ... 



Wisk To DrIve 

■ § ^^rZ If 


- Jordan V 


30% larger. 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 

3USSS5 Ajound T|9 CLOCK 
Every* 30 Minutes from AMab 
to Airport end Back 


Special ' Reduced Fares at 
500 Fils For Airport Staff 
end our Frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Aridali Branch 653313 
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Quality Serviced Suites 


■ One A Two Bedrooms * Folly 
.E quipp ed Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Tiwj Stay ■ Reasonable Ratea 


5 th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 
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" OLYMPIC SIZE 
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Youth World Cup 

Brazil swamp Belgium 10-0 
to enter quarter-finals 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Brazil 
showed why they are the most feared 
team in the World Youth Football 
Championships by romping home to a 
10-0 victory over Belgium on 
Wednesday. 

Coach Toninho Barroso’s Under-20 
wards bettered their 10-3 rout of South 
Korea earlier in the league with a spec- 
tacular goal spree at Kuching. 

Adailton Martins, who scored a dou- 
ble hat-trick against the Koreans, man- 
aged only one this time to take his 
tournament tally to 10. But his team- 
mates were devastating. 

Alex de Souza led the way with three 
goals, Alvaro Aquino and Roni Samos 
pumped in two each while Eder 


Silveira, Adailton and Junior Junior 
also helped themselves to goals. 

Brazil, who Topped Group B of the 
preliminary league with an all-win 
record, await the winner of Thursday's 
clash between Argentina and England 
in the quarter-finals. 

Belgian goalkeeper Jean-Francois 
Gillet, who said before the match be 
would try to contain the rampaging 
Brazilians, found the task beyond his 
reach. 

He conceded the first goal in the sec- 
ond minute and let in three more 
before half-time. Ir was a one-way 
traffic after the break as the Brazilians 
toyed with the hapless belgian 
defence. 


“Great, just what I wanted,” a 
delighted Barroso said. “I think we 
played better than against the Koreans. 

“Today’s match showed that 
Adailton is not our only good striker. 
The others are as capable, as deadly as 
him." 

“This team is growing in confidence. 
It does not matter whom we play in the 
quarter-finals. We are ready for both 
England and Argentina. It will be a 
good game.” 

A downcast Gillet said there was 
nothing he could do to stop the goal 
hunt. “They were all over the place. I 
can imagine what the South Korean 
goalkeeper must have felt." 



1 
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Tony Dees from the USA (L), Great Britain's Colin Jackson (C) and Larry Harrington froth the USA in action 
during the men's 110 metres hurdle race at the international athletics meeting Jn Lucerne. Dees clocked a time 
of 13,46 seconds to win the race ahead of Jackson, who failed to clear the last hurdle. Harrington came in third 
(Reuters photo) 


Kevin 
Johnson 
returns 
to Suns 


PHOENIX (AFP) - 
Phoenix Suns point guard 
Kevin Johnson, who said 
throughout last season he 
planned to retire, will 
return for at least one more 
season to the National 
Basketball Association 
club. 

“In all likelihood, this 
will probably be it," 
Johnson said. ‘T realise that 
after this season, the suns 
will go in a different direc- 
tion. I’m trying to bridge 
that gap and take them 
from one era to the next.” 

Johnson. 31. was given a 
one-year contract exten- 
sion that will bring him 
SS.4 million. SI. 4 million 
more than last season- 
al want him back for all 
the right reasons, but 
would have certainly 
understood and honoured 
his decision if he didn't 
want to continue to play,” 
club president Jeny 
Colangelo said. 

Johnson missed 12 games 
with a hamstring injury as 
the Suns began the season 
0-13, but returned to join 
transfer Jason Kidd and lift 
the Suns into the playoffs 
under new coach Danny 
Ainge. 

Johnson averaged 16.8 
points and six assists as the 
suns nearly upset the 
Seattle Supersonics in the 
first round losing in five 
games. 

“This past season was an 
end to an era. We’re start- 
ing a new era,” Johnson 
said. “The difference is, 
instead of setting down the 
baton and having Jason 
Kidd pick it up along .die 
way. I'm going to try to 
make sure he doesn't drop 
it” 
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_ Barbecue 

Every Thursday Night 

At the Terrace swimming pool, you are invited to 
experience the richness of our Barbecue specials, 
^ where you can sample the delights of our 
freshly made salad bar and your selection of 
Grilled meats cooked to your taste. 

All th^s for only lOJ.D/person all inclusive 


\ 


Open from 8:00 -11:30pm 
For reservations please call 696511 ext. 6532 

X%0 

FORTE 

GRAND 
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Swiss quit cheese sponsors 

BERNE (R) — The Swiss ski team's flashy yellow suits with 
the cheese-hole motif will be scrapped from next season after 
the national federation and their cheese sponsors said they were 
parting ways on Wednesday. The Swiss Cheese Union said it 
would not be renewing its contract, begun in 1992, after the 
I99S winter Olympics in Nagano. Japan. The team relied on the 
semi-government organisation to provide a huge wedge of 
financing, totalling 1.8 milli ng Swiss francs ($13 million) last 
year. “We regret it (the decision) because the cheese union was 
not only a good partner financially, but also because athletes 
could identify with the product,” Swiss Skiing Association 
Director Josef Zenhaeusern said. “The dress was unique." 




Brazilian star striker Ronaldo volleys a cross during a team practice session. Brazil 
will face Peru in the semi-finals of die Copa America South American championships 
June 26 (Reuters photo) 

Inter stand firm over Ronaldo transfer 


GENEVA (R) — 

Intemazionale reacted 
angrily on Tuesday to sug- 
gestions from FIFA that 
I they may have contravened 
international transfer lega- 


tions even though the 
Italian club claimed to have 
secured his services. 

Ronaldo’s lawyers claim 
the world footballer of the 
year is a free-agent, having 


iatfr ijB i' jin; tto ar-tfaid ^ siff^^btamed his /ele^y&pm.- 


Bbnaldo from Barcelona. 

Inter, being backed by the 
Italian Federation, were 
adamant that they had done 
nothing wrong and were 
hopeful that they would get 
the all-clear to take 
Ronaldo to Italy. 

“We’re still convinced of 
our position because we’ve 
done everything by the 
rules,” Club President 
Massimo Moratti said. 

“For now this is only the 
opinion of a FIFA lawyer. 
We need to see what the 
international federation 
itself does and what official 
position it takes. 

“In any case, I’m amazed 
that such an opinion has 
been expressed so late after 
the event" 

Earlier on Tuesday FIFA, 
soccer’s world governing 
body, said that the transfer 
of the Brazilian striker may 
have contravened its inter- 
national transfer regula- 


According to Ruffinen 
there has only been one 
instance where a player has 
bought out his contract to 
obtain a transfer, Russian 
■ Valeri Karpin making use 
ofrihe provision- to jump 


one Spanish c4 £ 


he bought out his contract 
for four billion pesetas 
($27.6 million^ 

But FIFA rules stare that a 
player cannot buy out his 
contract for the purposes of 
obtaining an international 
transfer. 

The Spanish Federation 
has been informed by FIFA 
that the ‘buyouts' or with- 
drawal clauses in Spanish 
league contracts are valid 
for domestic transfers only. 
Moves abroad must be 
negotiated by the two 
teams. 

“The provision is strictly 
Spanish law and does not 
apply international ly,” said 
FIFA Deputy Secretary 
Michel Zen-Ruffinen. “The 
Italian club apparently 
believes the rule applies 
everywhere and once a 
player is free on Spanish 
territory is free to sign 
wherever." 
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FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Area 165 sqjn. with telephone, 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, 2 
bathrooms, Central heating and all facilities separate. 
Ground floor, own entrance, garage and garden, within a 
2 apartment building only. Excellent location in Jabal 
Amman - between 3rd & 4th Cirdes-quite area 
Tel. 64 20 0 6 


Our cUeol Is me «rf the leading Palest inian comp a nies, manufacturing c d na maer products to the local market. The cnuraanv's krai 
t^iulLtt share to abeye 50 %. In connection wtUi an approaching, defined expansion, our cheat wants to recruit a profcsalcmai 
Manage, who independently can secure the planned expansion through motivation and modem r 

GENERAL MANAGER 


JOB Profile 

The General Manager ■wlH be given the task to 
secure the company's conttnuotw growth and 
profitability. The job requires a profound mar- 
keting and m a n ag rtt cat knowledge c i con- 
sumer products including strategic 
ment vMcns. Our client attaches importance 
to JnltlMtie. ene rg y, gseeral ftromrial view- 
ability. aa -well u a "hands-on" -altitude to the 
**■ 

An experienced manag-ment grtxip -will sup- 
port the General Mma&rk visions and make 
efforts according?. 


PERSONAL ProJISe 

We foresee the General Manager to have 
■ {radical general management o y erl- 
eaec bum a manufacturing plant of eon. 
aumer products, preferably with an inter- 
nattaal^pasureand ttfadurotlcai ofnot The position oflers considerable 
4 e» than 10 yean sthWhes in addlttaro^ 

f a mwsnt theoretical background In- mmt. 

<*»dlng a poat^uallfytag education 

• ability tn establishing nwi maintaining 
contacts 

• understa nding for fair nanamnsiL prin- 
ciples 


Attractive Conditions 

Our client oflers the successful candidate an 
HKitlng and de mandin g Job in a company 
with a high potential. 


earning pt»- 
pezsonal devdop- 


wrttfen application toe Hunan Resource* Division, CONCEPT for Consultancy. PjO. Box 85 i in™, 1 1 i B e 
AH applications be dealt with in strict confidence. Our chon twin only be toforasd abouTth* ao 3 «a£ 5 ^.ii) W 
.agreement between the applicant and our HR DtrbJon. oppBcailnn .ipon 
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TEL:634144 N/'’ CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


HI Jf 


. PHILADELPHIA 

John Cleese, Jamie Lee Curtis 
& Kevin Kline ... in 

FIERCE CREATURES 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, S:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA w 2» 

Clark Gable and Vivian Leigh ... in 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 



another. 

“That move was recog- 
nised as valid but that was 
within the country," said 
Zen-Ruffinen. 

FIFA said it had not yet 
been asked to intervene in 
the increasingly complicat- 
ed dispute although it had 
received a complaint from 
the Spanish Federation 
submitted on behalf of 
Barcelona. 

The complaint claims 
that Inter are in violation of 
FIFA article 13. which 
states that, any club wish- 
ing to talk to a player under 
contract to another club 
must obtain permission 
from his current club first. 

"This apparently has not 
been done," said Zen- 
Ruffinen. 

Asked whether inter 
would negotiate directly 
with Barcelona, Moratti 
said “no. We won’t negoti- 
ate. Absolutely not". 

But if Inter are forced to 
negotiate directly with 
Barcelona, who recently 
signed Ronaldo until 2004, 
they are bound to face a 
massive transfer fee. 

The Italian Football 
Federation iFIGO 

responded ro Ruffinen’s 
comments by backing the 
Italian club. 

"The FIGC will support 
Inter and will ask the 
Spanish federation to grant 
an international transfer in 
relation ro the paid 
deposit... On the contract 
with the player Ronaldo”. * .. 
the federation said in a ; , 
statement. 

Barcelona, who play Real 
Betis in the Spanish Cup 
final on Saturday, have 
hinted that Ronaldo, who 
has said he will never play 
for Barca again, could be 
homed in the team. 
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The actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Rain wash out play at Wimbledon 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Showers threatened to wash 
out Wednesday’s entire 
schedule at Wimbledon, 
creating the potential for a 
huge backlog of matches 
and raising the possibility 
of the tournament extend- 
ing into a third week. 

Rain fell incessantly all 
morning, leaving no chance 
for play to start on schedule 
on the outside courts at 12 
p.m. (1100 GMT) or centre 
court and court 1 at 2 p.m. 
(1300 GMT). 

With only 16 matches 
completed on Monday due 
to rain, the tournament 
already was behind sched- 
ule, with several first-round 
matches still to be played. 

With the forecast calling 
for more wet weather the 
rest of the week, referee 
a! an mills was faced with a 





Spectators queue in the rain outside the All England Lawn Tennis Chib on the third 
day of Wimbledon. The Championships faced delays due to the rain, which was fore- 
cast to continue for the rest of the day (Reuters photo) 

daunting task of juggling sures to accelerate the pro- “We can take one or two 
the schedule. " gram such as scheduling days of this,” he said. 

“I say, ‘oh, dear,’ and one matches earlier in the day.” ‘“Obviously, it compacts the 

or two more words,” Mills Mills said he wasn’t con- program later on. But we 

said. ‘It's early in the tour- sidering drastic measures have the time to finish on 

nament. We can take mea- yet. time given a fair crack from 


“We can take one or two 
days of this,” he said. 
‘“Obviously, it compacts the 
program later on. But we 


sidering drastic measures have the time to finish on 


time given a fair crack from 


the weather” 

In the 121 -year history of 
Wimbledon, there have 
been 27 days when a whole 
day’s play has been washed 
out, including three times m 
The last 10 years — 1987, 
1991 and 1992. 

There was speculation 
that officials would consid- 
er scheduling matches on 
the middle Sunday, a break 
with tradition that has 
occurred only once, in 1991 
after the wettest first week 
ever. 

But officials appeared 
more likely to consider 
extending the tournament 
beyond the second week. 
That has happened several 
times recently, including 
last year when the semfi- 
nals and finals of the 
women's doubles were held 
on the third Mondav. 


Grass courts take their toll on 2nd day 


LONDON (R; — World 
No. 2 Michael Chang took 
a long, winding road out of 
Wimbledon on Tuesday as 
the men's draw waved 
goodbye to a quarter of its 
seeded contenders at the 
first hurdle. 

An extraordinary final set 
fightback from 5- 1 down to 
6-5 ahead almost saved 
Chang from the chop 
against Australian Todd 
Woodbridge. but his even- 
tual 7-6 3-6 6-2 3-6 8-6 
defeat merely reflected the 
trend elsew’here. 

French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten also lost 
in five sets to American 
Justin Gimelstob, fancied 
seventh seed Marie Philip- 
poussis was unable to claw 
back his overnight deficit 
against Greg Rusedski and 
another Briton. Chris 
Wilkinson, proved too , 
tough for Swede Jonas 
Bjockman. 

Wlfh' Jim Courier and Pat 
Cash, both former Grand 
Slam champions, also biting 
the dust, it further empha- 
sised the holes now appear- 
ing at the forefront of the 
men’s game. 

For various reasons, only 
six of the world's top 16 are 
still in contention with just 
one round gone, and had 
Australian Pat Rafter not 


struggled back from two 
sets down, none of the four 
semifmalists at this month’s 
French Open would have 
been present in the second 
round at the All England 
Club. 

This sort of crazy form 
guide is becoming the 
norm, even in the tradition- 
al environment of Wimble- 
don where only a retrospec- 
tive decision that defending 
champion Richard Krajicek 
should be regarded as a seed 
prevented the first all- 
unseeded final last year. 

Chang's demise, though, 
could not be described as 
the biggest shock of all time 
given his past record on 
grass. 

The fifth seed has now 
won only one match at 
Wimbledon in three years, 
yet will reflect on his three 
. hour 54 minute contest 
against Woodbridge one 


four break points .before 
scrambling into the lead at 
6-5, only for Woodbridge to 
rediscover his range and 
avoid what would also have 
been his second successive 
first round defeat 

*1 would rate that the 
biggest win of my career,” 
said Woodbridge. “The only 
other times I’ve managed to 
play on centre court. I’ve 
always come up against for- 
mer champions and I've 
lost” 

Chang, who played with 
his right knee strapped after 
slipping at Rosmalen last 
week, was typically phleg- 
matic afterwards. “It’s a lit- 
tle bit disappointing, but I 
have the rest of the season 
to look forward to.” 

On a day when four other 
Australians — Jason 
Stoltenbeig, Todd Larkham. 
Sandon Stolle and Mark 
Woodforde — scored good 


he should have-woBr - was'^'konRi* -that-** 

He had outlasted the same* PfiffijJpoussiS-SbbuId among 
opponent in five sets in their those heading for the exit. 


first meeting in the second 
round of Wimbledon in 
1993, and appeared to have 
Woodbridge on the ropes 
after the Australian doubles 
specialist, ranked 37th in 
the world, had watched a 
huge lead disintegrate in the 
closing stages. 

The American even saved 


He lasted only 14 more 
minutes as Rusedski com- 
pleted a 7-6 7-6 6-3 win to 
register an emphatic victory 
in the shoot-out between the 
two fastest recorded servers 
in tennis. 

It was ironic that Wilkin- 
son should join the Canadi- 
an-bom left-hander in the 


winners' circle as the for- 
mer made himself unavail- 
able to play Davis Cup in 
protest at what he saw as 
Rusedski's calculated 
switch of nationality two 
years ago. 

His 7-6 0-6 5-7 6-3 6-4 
win, though, came against 
an opponent who beat Pete 
Sampras less than a fort- 
night ago and, with Tim 
Henman already through, 
Britain’s profile is now ris- 
ing fast. 

The U.S. contingent, in 
contrast, are experiencing 
slim pickings, despite top 
seed Pete Sampras's easy 6- 
4 6-4 6-2 outing against 
Swede Mikael Tillstrora. 

Courier, for example, has 
won only two matches in 
four visits since he reached 
the final in 1993, Andre 
Agassi remains conspicu- 
ous by his absence and 
recent hopefuls Malivai 
■Washington and- Todd- Mar-* . 
tin are also misShig 

Courier’s conqueror 
Michael Stich, champion in 
1991 but retiring this year, 
will test American resolve 
further when he meets 
Gimelstob in the second 
round, while Boris Becker 
may yet be the man to throw 
a spanner in the Sampras 
machine. 

Becker, back after his 


long-standing wrist prob- 
lems, beat Marcos Anrelio 
Gorriz of Spain 6-3 6-2 6-3 
and remains on course to 
face Sampras in the last 
eight. 

In his 14th year at Wim- 
bledon. boris Becker knows 
this could be his last chance 
for another Grand Slam 
title. And the All England 
Club would be the perfect 
setting. 

“As long as I'm in tennis, 
in a very competitive way. I 
think I have a ciiance at 
Wimbledon,’' Becker said. 

Becker won the first of his 
three Wimbledon titles at 
the age of 17 in 1985. 
adding victories in 1986 
and 1989. He has also won 
the Australian open twice 
and the If.S. Open once. 

Last year. Becker's Wim- 
bledon title hopes were 
wrecked when he damaged 
. v rendpns jg li Jiifciig|it Mpist 
returning, seoifii in a third- 
round match against Neville 
Godwin. 

16-year-old Russian Anna 
Koumikova thrashed Chan- 
da Rubin 6-1 6-1 in a per- 
formance which prompted 
one questioner to ask if she 
thought she could go all the 
way to the final. Koumiko- 
va. significantly, declined to 
rule it out 
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mily of dead fugitive accuse 
lice of killing him, corruption 


3y Tanya Habjouqa 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The natural 
death of Mohammad Ziyad 
from Zibet A1 Wasatiyeh in 
the Irbid Govemorate was 
actually an assassination car- 
ried out by corrupt police 
officials, his family members 
claim. 

'The police are lying. I the 
death] is dirty and" hidden." 
uncie of the deceased, 
Mohammad Dheeb said. 

On the night of the attempt- 
ed arrest. Ziyad was alone in 
the house with his brother 
and sister. Dr. Dheeb said. 

Dr. Dheeb maintains that 
when three police cars and a 
mini-bus arrived at the 
house, the electricity was cut 
off. 

Ziyad then became fright- 
ened and hid in a bedroom. 
Dr. Dheeb said. 

“When Abdullah [the 
brother] answered the door, 
police hit him twice on the 
head with the butt of the 
gun." he said. “Abdullah and 
iiis sister then ran to the vil- 
lage to seek help.” 

When they returned after 
10 minutes with relatives. 


Ziyad was dead with police 
surrounding him. he added. 

“Police pretended that they 
found Ziyad dead and the lies 
began," Dr. Dheeb told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

Police discovered Samer 
Mohammad Ziyad. 29, dead 
on the floor when they 
arrived to arrest him. Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
sources said Tuesday. 

Suspected of arson, theft 
forgery, and fraud crimes, 
Ziyad fell dead in his house 
as a result of a coronary 
attack, police officials stated. 

The PSD said that Ziyad 
had escaped previous police 
attempts to arrest him, and 
when police obtained a 
search warrant Monday. 
June 23rd they discovered 
his dead body. 

However. Mr. Ziyad's fam- 
ily members claim that the 
police murdered him and are 
lying to cover up corruption. 

The Jordan Tunes was 
unable to get a statement 
from the police department. 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Dheeb said that the 
murder was the end result of 
“shady relations formulated 
during Ziyad’s incarceration 


with two men from the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (dD).’ 4 

Dr. Dheeb said that Irbid 
police are “so corrupt that 
you could bribe them with a 
sandwich." 

According to Dr. Dheeb, 
the accused had served a 
two-year jail sentence for 
cheque fraud and had main- 
tained a clean record since 
his early December 1996 
release. 

He added that two CJD 
men had often visited Ziyad 
subsequent to his release, and 
had most probably been 
involved in illegal dealings. 

After Ziyad’s prison 
release, he left to Baghdad to 
seek employment in April, 
despite the fact that his pass- 
port had been confiscated 
after his arrest. Dr. Dheeb 
explained. 

“How can a supposed fugi- 
tive leave to Baghdad with- 
out a passport and return to 
Jordan without artest?" Dr. 
Dheeb asked. 

When Ziyad returned to 
Jordan in May, his mother 
reported seeing the two men 
from the CID visit him often. 
Dr. Dheeb said. 


“His mother witnessed an 
argument between her son 
and the men, and problems 
arose soon after,” he said. 

Dr. Dheeb maintained that 
his nephew had never report- 
ed any health problems, so 
the autopsy report was unbe- 
lievable. 

“We refuse to bury Ziyad 
until another autopsy is per- 
formed from a different com- 
mittee." he said. 

Dr. Dheeb maintained that 
a “true” autopsy would 
reveal that Ziyad had been 
murdered, and that bruises 
would be documented in the 
report 

“Why did the criminal 
investigators not investigate 
the scene of the crime?” Dr. 
Dheeb asked. “What are they 

hiding'?" 

Dr. Dheeb said that the 
family lawyer would reveal 
the names of the implicated 
Thursday morning, as well as 
“crushing evidence.” 

“One of the badges fell 
from the policemen and we 
found it by Ziyad’s body,” he 
said. 

Police officials were not 
available for comment 
Wednesday evening. 


sraeFs military defends Barak 
r Hanegbi’s Knesset claims 


Mile 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s military establish- 
ment was up in arms 
Wednesday over accusa- 
tions in parliament by 
Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi that Labour 
reader, Ehud Barak aban- 
doned soldiers wounded 
in a training accident 
when he was army chief 
of staff. 

"Whoever says Barak 
abandoned the wounded is 
lying.” retorted General 
Amon Shahak. the current 
chiet-of- staff, in an inter- 
view on Israel Radio 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Shahak said he was 
present at the 1992 acci- 
dent during a top-secret 
i raining mission and that 
Mr. Barak oversaw the 
evacuation of the wound- 
ed. Five soldiers were 
killed when a missile mis- 
fired during the exercise. 

A 1994 Israeli report in 
the Yediot Aharonot 


newspaper first raised 
questions concerning Mr. 
Barak's handling of the 
accident, alleging that he 
left the scene quickly and 
tried to cover up certain 
aspects of the incident. 

Mr. Hanegbi brought the 
incident up Tuesday dur- 
ing debate on a no -confi- 
dence motion filed by 
Labour against the right- 
wing government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Responding to 
Mr. Barak’s defence of the 
no-confidence vote and 
strong criticism of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policies, Mr. 
Hanegbi suddenly rook 
out a copy of the 1994 
newspaper article con- 
cerning the training acci- 
dent and accused the for- 
mer general of having 
“fled” his comrades. 

Mr. Hanegbi s remarks 
sparked an uproar among 
both opposition and gov- 
ernment deputies, several 


of whom demanded that 
Mr. Netanyahu publicly 
condemn his minister's 
statement. 

The Yediot Aharonot 
Wednesday said it never 
reported that Mr. Barak 
had abandoned the 
wounded in 1992, 
although press reports did 
charge that the army chief 
had the military censors 
bar the release of informa- 
tion about the training 
mission. 

The exercise involved 
soldiers of the elite 
Sayeret Matkal comman- 
do unit who were prepar- 
ing a mission which 
remains top secret to this 
day. Foreign press reports 
said the rocket which mis- 
fired was to have been 
used to assassinate a for- 
eign personality, possibly 
Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein or a chief of the 
Lebanese Shiite move- 
ment Hizbollah. 


■JNllCEF says Cairo court 
rMing on excision a setback 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
Cairo court decision to 
overturn a year-old health 
ministry ban on female 
excision in Egypt is a set- 
back in the fight against 
the practice, a UNICEF 
spokesman said 

Wednesday. 

“We are very disappoint- 
ed. This is a stepback,” 
Patrick McCormick, 

spokesman for the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) said. 

A Cairo administrative 
court ruled Tuesday that 
the ban on female circum- 
cision by the health min- 
istry was an “abuse of 
power” and ruled to 
reverse the ban. 

UNICEF will wait to see 
the ramifications of the 
decision but the U.N. 
body’s fight against the 
controversial operation. 


carried out on children, 
will be made more diffi- 
cult in Egypt. Mr. 
McCormick said. 

The ancient practice of 
female excision, in which 
all or part of the clitoris 
and sometimes the labia is 
removed, is usually car- 
ried out on girls aged 
around 10. 

The practice continues 
to be widespread in Egypt, 
where 97 per cent of 
Muslim and Christian 
women are circumcised, 
according to a study 
released in February. 

The Egyptian 

Organisation of Human 
Rights has estimated that 
nearly 3.600 girls, both 
Muslims and Coptic 
Christians, undergo exci- 
sions each day in Egypt. 


U.S. checking 
reports of 
American’s 
arrest in Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United States was try- 
ing to confirm reports 
Tuesday that a U.S. citizen 
had been arrested in Iran 
but confirmation could be 
difficult to obtain, the 
State Department said. 

“We have seen the 
reports and, of course . it’s 
very difficult for us to 
know with certainty 
whether an American has 
been recently detained by 
Iran." State Department 
spokesman John Dinger 
told reporters. Noting that 
Washington had no diplo- 
matic relations with Iran, 
he said inquiries were 
being made through the 
Swiss embassy there. 


Kuwaiti magazine wins law suit 
m lesbianism in Kuwait’ report 


KUWAIT (AP) — A court 
has thrown out a lawsuit by 
a teacher who accused a 
magazine of publishing 
wifhour permission her 
comments that lesbianism 
was rampant at Kuwait 
University. 

The comments late last 
year by Alia Shuaib, a phi- 
losophy professor at the 
university, sparked student 
protests at the campus. 

A university investigation 
recommended her dis- 
missal, but it has not been 
ratified by the education 
minister. 

A criminal court ruled on 


Tuesday that Ms. Shuaib 
was fully aware she was 
being interviewed on the 
record for A1 Hadath maga- 
zine when she said lesbian- 
ism was “very widespread” 
at Kuwait University, said 
the magazine’s lawyer. 
Nahes Enezi. 

Ms. Shuaib acknowledged 
using the woods, but 
claimed she was only chat- 
ting off-the-record with the 
reporter, who also was her 
student. She said the unso- 
licited interview damaged 
her social status. 

“We presented the tape in 
which she says ‘I thank you 


for this interview,’ and pho- 
tos of her speaking with the 
tape recorder in front of 
her,” Mr. Enezi told the 
Associated Press. 

Had she won the suit, the 
magazine’s editor and the 
reporter could have faced 
six months in prison or a 
fine of 1,000 dinars. She 
could have then sought 
damages in a civil court. 

Sex is a sensitive subject 
in this traditional Muslim 
society. 

In April, another court 
labelled the interview 
“indecent” and fined Al 
Hadath 75 dinars. 


PNA 

blames 

Israel for 

difficult 

economic 

conditions 


RAMALLAH (AP) — 
The Palestinian labour 
minister said Wednesday 
that Israel is pushing more 
and more Palestinians into 
poverty with every new 
blow to the peace process, 
and their patience was 
running oul 

“The economy suffers 
from Israeli measures of 
collective punishment 
every time something 
goes wrong with the peace 
talks," Samir Gbosheh 
told a news conference. 

Israel’s repeated security 
closures of Palestinian 
areas keep workers from 
their jobs, its delay in 
establishing safe passage 
between the West Bank 
and Gaza hinders com- 
merce and the freeze in 
peace talks is scaring 
away investors, he said. 

“The result will be an 
explosion, not only in the 
face of Israel but in the 
face of the Palestinian 
(National) Authority 
(PNA).” 

Mr. Ghosheh noted that 
in 1996, the Palestinians 
spent 99 days under a clo- 
sure which sidelined much 
of the workforce of half a 
million. 

Several years ago, 

120.000 workers had per- 
mits to work in Israel and 
another 40,000 worked 
without permit, he said. 
Now, the number of 
Palestinians allowed to 
work in Israel is 50,000. 

“During closures, unem- 
ployment in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is 60 
per cent, the highest in the 
whole region. In normal 
conditions it is 29 per 
cent, and that is Still 
high,” Mr. Ghosheh said, 
“After each closure we 
start from zero.” 

In addition, he said, the 
Palestinian economy was 
suffering from Israeli non- 
compliance with various 
provisions of the Israel- 
PNA accords, in particular 
the safe passage and the 
much delayed airport and 
sea port projects in Gaza. 
Tight border restrictions, 
meanwhile, make it diffi- 
cult for Palestinians to 
export by land, or to find 
work abroad in Arab 
countries, he said. 

Compounding the prob- 
lem is the Palestinians' 
high birthrate which adds 

40.000 a year to the work- 
force, Mr. Ghosheh added. 


MIR SPACE STATION COLLISION 


An unmanned cargo craft slammed into the Mir space station on 
Wednesday during a manual docking exercise causing loss of pressure 
in part of the station but no immediate danger to the three-person crew 


Soyuz-T spacecraft 
Can be used for return 
to Earth in emergency 


Mir has been orbiting Earth since 
1986 and is a combination of 
several Russian space craft 



Collision caused 
loss of air pressure 
in module and 
damaged solar 
power array 


KEY SPACE ACCIDENTS 

Apr 1967 First Soviet cosmonaut (Ses in space 

Jul 1971 Three Soviets die during re-entry after 
24 days in space 

Jan 1986 Seven astronauts including a school 
teacher die aboard Challenger shuttle 

Dec 1994 Western Europe's 70th Ariane sent 
PanAmsal-3 Into the Atlantic when 
third stage of rocket malfunctioned 

I Source - NASA 


Progress Spacecraft 
Unmanned craft used 
for supplying Mir 


Jan 1995 Chinese-designed Long March 2E 

rocket carrying a telecommunications 
satellite exploded and crashed to earth 
Oct 1995 An unmanned Conestoga rocket 
exploded 45 seconds after Mastoff 
from NASA faeffity in Virginia 
Feb 1996 A rocket carrying an Intelsat 708 
communications satellite exploded 
soon after takeoff from China’s 
launch site in Xlchang 
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Bomb tears through Algerian 
train, injuring at least fifty 


ALGIERS (AP) — A 
bomb ripped through a 
railroad car at a train sta- 
tion outside Algiers 
Wednesday, tearing the car 
in half and injuring more 
than 50 people, emergency 
workers said. 

The government — 
which has tried to play 
down the violence of the 
country's bloody insur- 
gency — did not immedi- 
ately confirm the blast, and 
state radio and television 
stations were not immedi- 
ately reporting it 

But the Al Harrasb rail 
station, outside the capi- 
tal’s eastern limit, 
remained filled with smoke 
an hour after the midmorn- 
ing blast. 

Blood stains, cushioned 
seats, glass and even train 
doors were strewn across 
the platform. Emergency 
workers on the scene said 
the explosion was caused 


by a home-made bomb. 

Most of the more than 50 
victims had been taken to 
nearby hospitals, said the 
emergency workers, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity out of fear of 
reprisal. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack, but suspicion 
fell on Islamist, whose 
five-year insurgency has 
left more than 60,000 peo- 
ple dead, the daily Al 
Watan newspaper 

Wednesday said. 

The militants had killed 
70 people in recent days 
with armed attacks and a 
bombing in the region of 
M’sila, around 300 kilome- 
tres southeast of Algiers. 

The national government 
did not immediately con- 
firm these attacks, though 
local officials from the 
region on Tuesday said 18 
people bad been killed last 


week in the village of 
Mouzaia. 

Al Watan recently has 
been the only Algerian 
news organisation to report 
the incidents of violence. 
The government earlier 
this year threatened to pun- 
ish news media who pub- 
lish or broadcast what it 
considers unconfirmed 
reports. 

Violence between securi- 
ty forces and the insurgents 
had diminished since 
Algeria’s June 5 parlia- 
mentary elections. 

President Liamine 

Zeroual's National 

Democratic Rally Party 
won the most seats, partly 
on promises to end the ran- 
dom bombings and mas- 
sacres in rural villages. 

The insurgency began in 
1992, after the army can- 
celled legislative elections 
that Islamist parties were 
poised to win. 


Japanese Red Army member 
homesick for Japan — report 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japanese Red Army (JRA) 
member Kozo Okamoto, 
the sole survivor of a 
bloody attack on Tel Aviv’s 
Lod airport in 1972, is 
homesick and wants to 
come home from prison in 
Beirut, a report said 
Wednesday. 

“I want to go back to 
Japan. This (wish) hasn’t 
gone around much in Japan 
so I would like you to 
spread the word there if 
possible,” Okamoto said in 
a tape recording obtained 
by the Kyodo News 
Agency (KNA). 

The recording, made in 
prison, was provided by 
sources close to the JRA in 
Tokyo, KNA said. 

Okamoto. who took part 
in the Lod airport attack 
which left more than two 
dozen people dead, is on 
trial in Lebanon with four 
other members of the JRA. 

The five Japanese — four 
men and one woman — are 
charged with falsifying 
documents, using false 
passports and illegally 
entering and residing in 


Lebanon — charges which 
carry jail sentences of up to 
seven years. 

However, they have not 
been charged with any 
offences relating to their 
membership of the JRA, 
which fought alongside 

Palestinian groups and is 
admired by many Arabs as 
an ally in the struggle 
against Israel. 

On trial besides Okamoto 
are Kazuo Tohira, 44, 
Haruo Wako, 48, Masao 
Adachi, 57, and the sole 
woman, Mariko 

Yamamoto, 56. They were 
arrested in Febuary. 

Okamoto, who is report- 
edly suffering from psy- 
chological problems and 
undergoing treatment, was 
released by Israel in 1985 
in an exchange with 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

In the recording, Adachi 
denied reports he would try 
to commit suicide should 
the group be extradited to 
Japan, saying he meant that 
death in prison formed part 
of their strategy. 

Also, records of prelimi- 
nary questioning of fellow 


member Tohira by the 
Beirut court reveal 
Okamoto and Tohira had 
travelled to China in mid- 
1996 under false passports. 

Records of the question- 
ing, required under 
Lebanese law before the 
opening of a trial, indicate 
that Okamoto. whose 
whereabouts since his 
release in 1985 were 
unknown until his arrest 
lived in hiding since 
around 1994 by moving to 
different apartmeats in 
Beirut 

Last year, he went to 
China to meet with JRA 
supporters and obtain addi- 
tional false passports 
before returning to 
Lebanon on October 22, 
the sources dose to the 
group told KNA. 

Japan’s ambas or to 
Lebanon has ur d the 
government to agn to the 
extradition of die fi *. 

Japan and Leban in are 
not linked by an extradition 
treaty, and it is up the 
Lebanese cabinet to .ecide 
whether to hand over the 
five after the trial ends. 
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Bangladesh * 

prostitutes 
demonstrate for 
rights i 

DHAKA (R) — Hundreds j 
of Bangladeshi female sex £ 
workers evicted from a * 
brothel area last month j 
demonstrated in Dhaka on f 
Tuesday, demanding the * 
reopening of the area and ■ 
restoration of their rights. • 
Over a dozen women's 
rights groups joined the 
demonstrators in support of 
the prostitutes. Some 1,000 
prostitutes had been driven 
out of Dhaka's 200-year-old 
red-light “Kandupatti" area 
by residents in May and their 
homes demolished. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
residents led by local com- 
missioner Hossain Mollah 
gathered in Old Dhaka City 
and knocked down the 
“Kandupatti” brothel. Police 
said residents living around 
the brothel complained that . 
the prostitutes' presence and 
behaviour threatened their 
social lives and the moral 
values of their children. 

Cambridge University 
all-woman college 
admits sex-change man 

LONDON (AFP) — An all- 
female college at the presti- 
gious Cambridge University 
has been rocked by realisa- 
tion dial one of its newest 
fellows was exactly that — a 
fellow — until a sex-change 
operation, a press report stud 
Tuesday. The statutes of 
Newnham College, founded 
in 1871 and now the only 
all-woman college at 

Cambridge, make it clear 
that all fellows — or mem- 
bers of the teaching staff — 
must be women. But the col- 
lege now features on its staff 
Rachel Padman, 43. a physi- 
cist specialising in star for- 
mation, who underwent a 
sex-change operation to . 
become a woman in 1982" 
but who legally remains a 
man, according to the Times. 
Although Onora O'Neil. 
Newnham’s principal, knew 
of Padman ’s history before 
offering her the fellowship 
last October, news is only- 
now starting to spread 
around the college, the paper 
said. 

Van Gogh 

landscape sells for &8 
million pounds 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
watercolour landscape by 
the Dutch artist Vincent Van 
Gogh sold for 8.8 million 
pounds, making it the most 
expensive modem painting 
sold in Europe since 1990, 
auctioneers Sotheby's said. 
“Harvest in Provence" (La 
Moisson en Provence) had 
not been seen in public for 
almost 50 years when it was 
unveiled by Sotheby's 
before the sale. It was 
bought by an anonymous 
telephone bidder. The most 
expensive modem painting 
ever sold in Europe is 
Picasso’s “Les TuiDeries,” 
which fetched 12.5 million 
pounds seven years ago at a 
London auction. 

4,000-year-old 
Egyptian crown 
found in family home 
goes on display 

NEWBURY (AFP) — A 
4,000-year-old Egyptian 
crown which was discov- 
ered in an English family sit- 
tingroom goes on show to 
the public for the first time 
Wednesday. The diadem is 
thought to have been taken 
by the present owner’s 
grandparents from the ban- 
daged head of Queen 
Mentuhotep in her tomb 
near the Valley of the Kings 
in Egypt Mentuhotep died 

4.000 yean ago. The owner, 
who was not named, only 
discovered the crown was 
valuable a year ago w-hen it 
was seen by an expert He 
has loaned it for 12 months 
to an exhibition at Highciere 
Castle, near Newbury 
Berkshire, west of London. 
Highclere is the family 
borne of the Earl of 
Carnarvon, whose grandfa- 
ther discovered the tomb of 
Tutankhamen in Egypt with 
Howard Carter. 
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